69A-40.027 Definitions.

(1) “Administrator” shall mean an individual who has general administrative charge of an assisted living facility.

(2) “Assisted Living Facility” (ALF) shall be as defined in Section 400.402(6), F.S. The definition does not apply to transient rentals as defined in Section 509.013(10), F.S. For firesafety purposes, the size of the facility is determined by the license as issued by the Agency for Health Care Administration.

(3) “Authority having jurisdiction” shall mean the governmental entity, organization, office, or individual responsible by law or ordinance to conduct and enforce uniform fire safety requirements in accordance with Section 633.022(2)(b), F.S.

(4) “Existing” shall refer to any assisted living facility that has been licensed prior to January 1, 1996.

(5) “Final Administrative Interpreting Authority” shall mean the State Fire Marshal.

(6) “NFPA” is the abbreviation for the National Fire Protection Association.

(7) “Owner” shall refer to the person, partnership, association, or corporation that owns the assisted living facilities enterprise, whether licensed or not. In the event a facility is operated by a person that leases the physical plant which is owned by another person, “owner” means the person that operates the facility. When the person that owns the physical plant is an affiliate of the person that operates the facility and has significant control over the day-to-day operation for the facility, he is considered an owner of the facility.

(8) “Point of Safety” shall be as defined in Chapter 22 and 23, NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, incorporated by reference in subsection 69A-40.028(1), F.A.C.

(9)(a) “Satisfactory Firesafety Inspection” shall mean there are no uncorrected firesafety deficiencies in the facility associated with fire alarm systems, installed fire sprinkler systems, or means of egress/escape components. For purposes of this definition, firesafety deficiencies associated with maintenance items, such as “an exit light burned out” or “an electrical wall outlet cover plate missing”, would not be considered as items for an unsatisfactory firesafety inspection.

(b) Facilities shall be granted a period of time to correct firesafety deficiencies that are determined by the firesafety authority having jurisdiction citing the deficiencies. The time periods granted shall be based on the risk to life and property created by the violation and the ease of correction. Those existing facilities that are required to install fire sprinkler systems shall be granted the time frames specified in Section 400.441(1)(a)2.i., F.S.

(c) During these time frames, the lack of a required fire sprinkler system shall not be grounds for denial of a “Satisfactory Firesafety Inspection.”
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