Notice of Meeting/Workshop Hearing

OTHER AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS
Stantec Consulting, Inc.
The Florida Department of Transportation, District Four announces a hearing to which all persons are invited.

DATES AND TIMES: Tuesday, December 13, 2022, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. (Virtual)

Thursday, December 15, 2022, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. (In-Person)

Open House at 5:30 p.m.

Presentation at 6:00 p.m.

PLACE: There are two ways to participate in the Public Hearing Meeting (virtual and in-person). Please visit the project website https://www.fdot.gov/projects/SebastianInletBridge to register in advance for the Public Hearing meeting and select your participation options:

Virtual: Persons who do not wish to attend the Public Hearing in person can join virtually using the following link https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8343306861995606797. If using a mobile device, the free “GoToWebinar” application is required to attend. Please allow adequate log-in time to view the presentation in its entirety. 

In-Person: The Public Hearing will be held at City of Sebastian Community Center located at 1805 N. Central Avenue, Sebastian, FL 32958. The latest social distancing guidelines will be followed.

GENERAL SUBJECT MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED: The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Four, is hosting a virtual and in-person Public Hearing Meeting as part of the Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study for the State Road (SR) A1A over Sebastian Inlet – Bridge Replacement. A PD&E Study is FDOT’s process to evaluate the social, economic, and environmental impacts associated with a planned transportation improvement project. The purpose of this project is to address the structural and functional deficiencies of the existing bridge and the gap in system linkage for bicyclists and pedestrians. The project is adjacent to the Sebastian Inlet State Park which is a Section 4(f) protected property under 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) § 774.17. Since this PD&E Study proposes minor impacts to and/or land acquisition from the Sebastian Inlet State Park, FDOT intends to pursue a de minimis determination for this property and is asking for the public’s input on the proposed impacts.

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by FDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. § 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated May 26, 2022, and executed by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and FDOT.

This meeting is being held to allow interested persons an opportunity to discuss with staff the location, conceptual design, social, economic and environmental effects of the proposed project alternative for the PD&E Studies. The same information will be presented at both the virtual and in-person Public Hearing, so attending both is not necessary.

Persons wishing to submit written statements or any other information, in place of or in addition to oral statements at the In-Person Public Hearing or on the project website, may do so at the In-Person hearing or by sending them to Binod Basnet, P.E., FDOT Project Manager, 3400 West Commercial Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309 or by email at binod.basnet@dot.state.fl.us.

Questions and comments may be submitted via the virtual chat feature during the Open House of the virtual Public Hearing and during the comment period after the formal presentation. All questions, comments or statements postmarked on or before December 27, 2022, will become part of the Public Hearing record.

If you would like to review the project documents prior to the Public Hearing, they will be available to the public beginning on November 22, 2022, at the Sebastian City Hall located at 1225 Main Street, Sebastian, FL 32958 (Monday to Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.). The documents will remain on display through December 27, 2022.The documents/exhibits are also available on the project website https://www.fdot.gov/projects/SebastianInletBridge. Accommodations can be made to address any questions by contacting the FDOT Project Manager at the contact information noted at the end of this notice.

Notices are being sent to all property owners and tenants located within at least 300 feet on either side of the proposed alignment and to other public officials, regulatory agencies, organizations, and individuals interested in the project.

A copy of the agenda may be obtained by contacting: Mr. Binod Basnet, P.E., FDOT Project Manager, Florida Department of Transportation, District Four, 3400 West Commercial Boulevard, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33309, by email at binod.basnet@dot.state.fl.us, or by phone at (954)777-4146 or toll free at 1(866)336-8435, ext. 4146.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this workshop/meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 7 days before the workshop/meeting by contacting: Binod Basnet, P.E., FDOT Project Manager by phone at (954)777-4146 or toll free at 1(866)336-8435, ext. 4146 or by email at binod.basnet@dot.state.fl.us.

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

For more information, you may contact: Binod Basnet, P.E., FDOT Project Manager, by phone at (954)777-4146 or toll free at 1(866)336-8435, ext. 4146, by email at binod.basnet@dot.state.fl.us, or visit the project website at www.fdot.gov/projects/SebastianInletBridge.
