Notice of Proposed Rule

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Freshwater Fish and Wildlife
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

68A-23.005
Bag Limits, Length Limits, Open Season: Freshwater Fish

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of this rule amendment is to modify fishing regulations related to gulf striped bass in order to conserve breeding sized females. The effect will be to change the size limit for possession.

SUMMARY: In recent years, the older and larger female striped bass, which are required by hatchery personnel for spawning purposes, have become less common in annual broodstock collection efforts. Recent research indicates a high catch and harvest rate of female striped bass greater than 24 inches from the lower Ochlockonee River, which is the desired size to optimize spawning potential. Managers want to reduce the harvest of mature females since they are vital for hatchery production and the ongoing conservation of the species.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION:

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency.

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: the nature of the rule and the preliminary analysis conducted to determine whether a SERC was required.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Florida Constitution
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Florida Constitution
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this workshop/meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 5 days before the workshop/meeting by contacting: the ADA Coordinator, at (850)488-6411. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Gulf Striped Bass Regulations:

Chris Paxton, Division of Freshwater Fisheries Management, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 3911 Highway 2321, Panama City, Florida 32409, 850-265-3676

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

68A-23.005 Bag Limits, Length Limits, Open Season: Freshwater Fish.
(1)through (6) No change 
(7) In that portion of the state north and west of the Suwannee River (including in the Suwannee River and in any tributary river, creek or stream of the Suwannee River), bag or length limits are as follows:
(a) No change 
(b) Striped bass, white bass, or sunshine bass – In all areas other than the lower Ochlockonee and associated tributaries downstream of the Jackson Bluff Dam, no person shall kill or possess more than 3 striped bass nor any striped bass less than 18 inches total length. On the lower Ochlockonee and associated tributaries downstream of the Jackson Bluff Dam, no person shall kill or possess more than 3 striped bass only one of which may be greater than 24 inches. no person shall kill or possess more than 3 striped bass nor any striped bass less than 18 inches total length. The daily aggregate bag limit of white bass, striped bass and sunshine bass shall be 20.
(c) through (e) no change
(8) through (9) no change 
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.3751, 379.3752 FS. History–New 5-5-88, Amended 2-14-89, 4-11-90, 4-14-92, 4-29-93, 7-1-94, 3-30-95, 4-1-96, 9-15-96, 4-12-98, Formerly 39-25.042, Amended 4-30-00, 5-13-02, 4-11-04, 3-30-06, 3-19-08, 3-12-09, 7-20-09, 7-20-11, 3-24-13, 8-19-14, 2-1-16,_______.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Gulf Striped Bass Regulations:

Chris Paxton, Division of Freshwater Fisheries Management, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 3911 Highway 2321, Panama City, Florida 32409, (850)265-3676

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: 12/1/2022

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: 8/30/22
