Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

6A-7.0715
Certifications and Plans for Instructional Materials and Library Media

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To set forth the certifications and plans that must be filed by school district superintendents with the Florida Department of Education relating to instructional and library materials.

SUMMARY: This new rule is designed, in part, to implement House Bill 1467 regarding certification of training of persons who select library materials. It is also designed to incorporate existing forms, certifications, and plans required for the release of the instructional materials allocation to school districts. This rule clarifies that library materials, including classroom libraries, must be approved and selected by a media specialist.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION:

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency.

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth or business competitiveness, or increase regulatory costs or any other factor set forth in s. 120.541(2), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. This is based upon the nature of the proposed rule, which describes the instructional materials and library media certifications and plans that must be filed by school district superintendents with the Florida Department of Education.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1006.28(2)(d), 1006.29(6), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1006.28, 1006.283, 1006.29, 1011.67, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

DATE AND TIME: January 18, 2023, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Nassau County School Board Office, 1201 Atlantic Avenue, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Amber Baumbach, Bureau of Standards and Instructional Support, Florida Department of Education; (850)245-9115 or Amber.Baumbach@fldoe.org.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6A-7.0715 Certifications and Plans for Instructional Materials and Library Media.
(1) Purpose. The purpose of this rule is to set forth the certifications and plans that must be filed by school district superintendents with the Florida Department of Education relating to instructional and library materials.  
(2) Definitions. In this rule, the following definitions apply:
(a) “Core courses” means core-curricula courses as defined in section (s.) 1003.01(14), Florida Statutes (F.S.), and any course covering a subject area for which instructional materials have been adopted by the Department;
(b) “Department” means the Department of Education;
(c) “Instructional materials” means the definition set forth in s. 1006.29(2), F.S.;
(d) “Librarians” means school district employees who meet the definition set forth in s. 1012.01(2)(c), F.S.;
(e) “Library Media Center” means any collection of books, ebooks, periodicals, and videos maintained and accessible to students on the site of a school, including classrooms;
(f) “Media specialist” means school district employee who meets the definition set forth in s. 1012.01(2)(c), F.S.;
(g) “State academic standards” means the standards set forth in s. 1003.41, F.S., and Rule 6A-1.09401, F.A.C.;
(h) “Superintendent” means the president of the Florida Virtual School under s. 1002.37, F.S., the president of the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind under s. 1002.36, F.S., the directors of developmental research (laboratory) schools under s. 1002.32, F.S., and school district superintendents under s. 1001.46, F.S.;
(3) School District Annual Requisition Plan for Instructional Materials under s. 1006.28(3)(b), F.S.
(a) Each superintendent must provide notice of the instructional materials the school district intends to requisition for use in the following school year. This notice must include the following:
1. Core courses offered by the school district in kindergarten through grade 12;
2. The instructional materials the school district intends to requisition by International Standard Book Number, publisher, and course; and
3. A school district plan for the use of instructional materials.
(b) This information must be submitted electronically to https://districts.flimadoption.org.
(c) The notice is due annually by April 1.
(4)  Certification Requirements for School District Instructional Materials Programs under s. 1006.283(1) and (4), F.S.
(a) Where a school district implements its own instructional materials program under the provisions of s. 1006.283, F.S., a superintendent must certify annually on the form entitled “Certification of Alignment and Adoption of Instructional Materials” (Form IM-A), the following:
1. Instructional materials used by the school district in core courses are aligned with state academic standards, as set forth in s. 1003.41, F.S., and Rule 6A-1.09401, F.A.C.; and
2. The school district’s process for the review, selection and adoption of instructional materials complies with hearing requirements established by a district school board and the public meeting requirements set forth in s. 1006.283(2)(b)8., F.S.
(b) This certification must be submitted electronically to https://districts.flimadoption.org.
(c) The certification is due annually by March 31.
(5) Certification Requirements for Release of Funds for Instructional Materials under s. 1011.67(2), F.S.
(a) Each superintendent must certify on the form entitled “Certification of Implementation of Instructional and Library Media Materials” (Form IM-B), the following:
1. The school board has approved a comprehensive staff development plan that supports fidelity of implementation of instructional materials and includes a process for verifying completion of the training;
2. Instructional materials are being implemented as designed;
3. All instructional materials for core courses used in the school district are aligned to applicable state academic standards;
4. Core reading materials and reading intervention materials used in kindergarten through grade 5 meet the requirements of s. 1001.215(8), F.S.; and
5. Any material objected to by a parent or resident of the county where the school district is located during the preceding school year, under the provisions of s. 1006.28, F.S., has been identified, along with the reason for the objection and the grade and courses for which the material was removed or discontinued, in accordance with the requirements of Rule 6A-7.0714, F.A.C.
(b) This certification must be submitted electronically to https://districts.flimadoption.org.
(c) The certification is due annually by July 1.
(6) Selection, Training and Certification Requirements Regarding School District Library Materials under ss. 1006.28(2)(d) and 1006.29(6), F.S.
(a) Media Specialist. Materials maintained in a school district library media center that are accessible to students or included in a recommended or assigned school or grade-level reading list must be selected by a school district employee who holds an Educational Media Specialist Certificate, as described in Rule 6A-4.0251, F.A.C. 
(b) Training Requirements. School librarians, educational media specialists and other persons employed by a school district who are involved in the selection of school district library materials must complete the online training, entitled Library Media Training, before selecting library materials. This training must be completed annually and can be accessed at https://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/instructional-materials/.
(c) Certification of Training. In accordance with s. 1006.29(6), F.S., each superintendent must certify that school librarians and media specialists who are employed by the school district and who are involved in the selection of library media materials for students, have completed the Library Media Training incorporated in this rule.
1. This certification must be made on the form entitled “Certification of Library Media Training” (Form IM-C) and include the number of those who completed the training by job code.
2. This certification must be submitted electronically to https://districts.flimadoption.org.
3. The certification is due annually by July 1.
(7) Documents Incorporated by Reference. The following documents are incorporated by reference and may be obtained at https://www.fldoe.org/academics/standards/instructional-materials/.
(a) Certification of Alignment and Adoption of Instructional Materials, Form IM-A, (DOS Link) effective February 2023, due annually on or before March 31.
(b) Certification of Implementation of Instructional and Library Media Materials, Form IM-B, (DOS Link) effective February 2023, due annually on or before July 1.
(c) Certification of Library Media Training, Form IM-C, (DOS Link) effective February 2023, due annually on or before July 1.
(d) Library Media Training, (DOS Link) effective February 2023.
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