Notice of Development of Rulemaking

WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS
South Florida Water Management District
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

40E-7.700
Policy and Purpose

40E-7.701
Definitions

40E-7.702
Regulated Landowners

40E-7.703
No Discharge of Aquatic Vegetation or Debris into C&SF System or Works of the District

40E-7.704
Remedial Action

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The South Florida Water Management District (District) is responsible for the operation and maintenance of the Central and Southern Florida Flood Control Project (C&SF system) consisting of 2,200 miles of canals, 2,100 miles of levees, over 1,500 water control structures, and 89 pump stations. The C&SF system provides flood control, water supply, navigation, water management, and recreational benefits to South Florida. The District must maintain its Works, including the C&SF system, free of aquatic vegetation, litter, and debris that can lead to blockage of canals and structures resulting in increased risks of flooding, navigational hazards, and impediments to water supply. Hazards arising from the accumulation of aquatic vegetation, litter, and debris in the C&SF system are particularly prevalent in Collier, Broward, Glades, Hendry, Highlands, Lee, Martin, Miami-Dade, Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Polk, and St. Lucie Counties. The District proposes to establish new rules to require water management system owners, including special districts, that connect to or make use of the C&SF system or other Works of the District to take actions to prevent aquatic vegetation, litter, and debris from entering the C&SF system or other District Works.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Prevention of aquatic vegetation, litter, and debris discharges to the C&SF system or other District Works.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 373.044, 373.113, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 373.016, 373.085, 373.086, 373.119, 373.129, F.S.

A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW:

DATE AND TIME: January 10, 2023, 1:00 p.m.

PLACE: This workshop will be conducted in-person at 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33406, and via Zoom, a media technology free for the public to use. The public and stakeholders will have an opportunity to view and comment during the workshop in-person or by utilizing the following link: https://sfwmd.link/3ToHRKO. The link will go live at approximately 1:00 p.m. on January 10, 2023.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this workshop/meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 7 days before the workshop/meeting by contacting: Rosie Byrd, District Clerk, at rbyrd@sfwmd.gov If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Jan Sluth, Sr. Specialist Paralegal, South Florida Water Management District, 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33406, telephone: (561)682-6299, email: jsluth@sfwmd.gov. A preliminary draft of the rule will be available on January 5, 2023, at https://www.sfwmd.gov/our-work/flood-control.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS NOT AVAILABLE.
