Notice of Bid/Request for Proposal

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES
Division of Agricultural Water Policy
Solicitation for Agricultural Best Management Practices Project Pre-Proposals

The Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS), Office of Agricultural Water Policy (OAWP) announces a general solicitation for agricultural best management practices (BMP) project pre-proposals. Funding is limited to universities and state colleges with established agricultural programs. Other parties must partner with one of those institutions on a project to be eligible for funding consideration.
Approved projects will address one or more of these priorities:
· Cover crop research related to soil health benefits, impact on subsequent cash crops, etc.
· Investigating mineralization rates for organic soil amendments such as biosolids, compost, etc.
· Investigating fertilizer application technologies including controlled release, fertigation, hybrid fertility, and nanotechnologies, etc.
· Development and demonstration of
· nutrient management, planning, and feedback tools for improving nutrient use efficiency
· record keeping tools for producers
· site-specific nutrient and water use decision support tools that incorporate economic and environmental factors
Project pre-proposals should include methods for farm-scale economic analyses related to the implementation of BMPs and projects, as appropriate. Pre-proposals must include details for disseminating information to agricultural producers and the public about project results, nutrient and water use efficiency gains, and implications for current or new BMPs.  Examples include fact sheets, demonstration projects, and YouTube videos.
Projects that build on research published in scientific, peer-reviewed journals are encouraged. Incomplete proposals will not be considered. Pre-proposals must include:
Project Title
Investigator Information: Name/Organization/Email/Phone
Co-Investigator(s): Name/Organization/Email/Phone
Justification for the project (200 words)
Proposed project objectives and methods (800 words) that address evaluation of yield, economic impacts, and water quality/quantity impacts through direct measurement or modeling. Objectives must support at least one of the priorities listed above.
Expected outcomes for project objectives (150 words)
Timeline
Budget including:
· Personnel/Salary description for each position; duration in months; funding amount requested for each position each fiscal year; total amount requested for salaries
· Fringe description for each position; duration in months; funding amount requested for each position each fiscal year; total amount requested for fringe
· In-state travel request for each fiscal year
· Equipment requests, justification for equipment, and dollar amount
· Other Operating Expenses for each fiscal year such as soil/water/tissue sampling costs, auxiliary fixed rates
· Miscellaneous expenses for each fiscal year
· Total budget request for each fiscal year
· Any indirect costs
· Total budget request for project
Pre-proposals are due to by 5:00 p.m. on March 10, 2023. Applicants will be notified by April 26th if the proposal is accepted. OAWP will work with successful applicants to establish a detailed scope of work for contracting purposes.
This solicitation is in response to legislation passed during the 2020 legislative session. OAWP will evaluate and use approved proposals to develop a research plan and legislative budget request (LBR) as required by law (403.067(4)(f), Florida Statutes). Approved projects will be eligible for inclusion in the research plan and LBR for fiscal year 2024/2025, which starts July 1, 2024. All funds awarded from this solicitation process are subject to annual appropriations by the Florida Legislature. Pre-proposals outside of OAWP’s statutory authority will not be eligible for funding related to this solicitation. Approved multi-year projects will be considered in future funding cycles and LBR unless the recipient requests otherwise.
Conditions and Specifications
Prospective recipients must be registered in the MyFloridaMarketPlace (MFMP) system and where required, the Sunbiz system prior to submittal. Business entities which must be on file with Sunbiz include the following:  Corporations for and not for profit, Limited Liability Companies (LLC), Limited Partnerships (LP) including Limited Liability Limited Partnerships (LLLP), and organizations doing business under a fictitious name (DBA). Prospective recipients will only be considered for an award if they are associated with a land grant university AND are a qualified entity registered in the MFMP and Sunbiz systems. The registration address and federal employer identification (FEID) number must match that registered with the State of Florida.
Respondents to this solicitation or persons acting on their behalf may not contact, between the release of the solicitation and the end of the 72-hour period following the agency posting the notice of intended award, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and state holidays, any employee or officer of the executive or legislative branch concerning any aspect of this solicitation, except in writing to the procurement officer or as provided in the solicitation documents. Violation of this provision may be grounds for rejecting a proposal.
Submit Pre-Proposals To:
Kathryn Holland, Environmental Administrator
Office of Agricultural Water Policy
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
407 S. Calhoun Street, MS E1
Tallahassee, Florida 32399
(850) 617-1736
Kathryn.Holland@FDACS.gov
