Notice of Bid/Request for Proposal

OTHER AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS
GULF COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Unsolicited Proposal No. 2223-12

PUBLIC NOTICE (FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER)
NOTICE OF UNSOLICITED PROPOSAL
Unsolicited Proposal No. 2223-12
Land Pledge and Transfer for the Proposed Gulf County Regional Airport Facility

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Gulf County, a political subdivision of the State of Florida (the “County”), has received an unsolicited proposal for a qualifying public-private partnership in accordance with Section 255.065, Florida Statutes, for the land pledge and future planning, design through feasibility studies for the construction and operation of a Gulf County Regional Airport Facility.  At a duly noticed public meeting held on July 19, 2022, the Gulf County Board of County Commissioners (“Board”) unanimously voted to designate the project as a qualifying project as defined in Section 255.065(1)(i), Florida Statutes.  The County is advertising this Public Notice pursuant to Section 255.065(3)(b) because the County intends to enter into a comprehensive agreement for the project described in the unsolicited proposal.  The purpose of this Public Notice is to advise the public and interested parties other than the one proposal received and voted upon at the Tuesday, February 28, 2023 regular meeting and that the County has received the unsolicited proposal and will accept other proposals for the same project that is outlined herein until 4:00 p.m. on April 24th, 2023 pursuant to Florida Statute Section 255.065(3)(b) for a duration of additional two weeks in the Florida Administrative Register.  The project is identified in the unsolicited proposal as follows:
Gulf County is seeking acreage approximately 10,000 feet long by 2,000 feet wide equating to approximately 459 acres within 10 miles of the Port of Port St. Joe and within 5 miles of the Apalachicola Northern Railroad for the proposed future construction and operation of the Gulf County Regional Airport Facility.
Gulf County shall secure the necessary acreage through this unsolicited proposal process under Florida State 255 to thereafter conduct the public design, planning, feasibility and future construction and operation of a regional airport in Gulf County.  The airport would be owned by the County.
The airport will be leased on a long-term, exclusive basis by the County to the private entity with an elective first right of refusal and option to the private sector entity / accepted proposal providing the necessary acreage defined above equating to approximately 459 acres for the operations and management of the airport.
The private entity as a condition of the proposal and comprehensive agreement shall also commit to creating jobs in Gulf County and work to maximize public use of the airport upon its lease and operation from Gulf County.  The private sector entity shall agree to pay a negotiated nominal annual fee to the County for leasing the airport following its accepted proposal and pledge.
The schedule provided by the unsolicited proposal is as follows: design and construction to be completed within eight years.
The County will accept and evaluate other proposals for the same project as provided in this Public Notice.  Persons or entities wishing to submit other proposals for the same project may do so by delivering proposals to: Gulf County Clerk of Court at 1000 Cecil G. Costin, Sr., Blvd., Room 149, Port St. Joe, Florida 32456.  The entire proposal package shall be enclosed in a sealed envelope or container and shall have the following information clearly printed or written on the exterior of the envelope or container: Proposal in Response to Unsolicited Proposal No. 2223-12 Land Pledge and Transfer for the future Gulf County Regional Airport and the name of the proposer (person or entity responding to this Notice).  Proposals must be received by the County Clerk’s Office, either by mail or hand delivery, no later than 4:00 P.M. EST on April 24, 2023.  Delivery must be made during the County Administration Office’s normal working hours (7:00 a.m. A.M. to 5:30 P.M. EST, Monday through Thursday), and any proposal received after the above stated deadline will be returned unopened and will not be considered.
Proposals shall include all information and materials required by Section 255.065, Florida Statutes.  Proposals must also be accompanied by an application fee of $1,000.  The County reserves the right to waive minor irregularities, to reject any or all proposals received, and to otherwise make a decision in the best interests of the County.  The County also reserves the right to charge additional application review fees if deemed necessary and appropriate pursuant to Section 255.065(3)a(3), Florida Statutes.  The Board shall have the final decision-making authority concerning any final award or interim or comprehensive agreement entered into by the County.
Proposals shall be evaluated, and negotiations shall proceed in accordance with Section 255.065, Florida Statutes.  Proposals will be evaluated and ranked in order of preference by a Selection Committee to be appointed by the County Administrator.  The Selection Committee will consider factors in accordance with Section 255.065 that include, but are not limited to, professional qualifications, required land and assets that meet the criteria set forth by the County that are conducive and shall facilitate the proposed construction of airport, general business terms and/or upon exercising the right for operations and management demonstrating the ability to finance, construct and operate such a facility following its completion.  The County intends to negotiate an interim and/or comprehensive agreement with the highest ranked proposer.  The Selection Committee, at its option, may request that proposers make presentations and/or participate in questions and answers sessions.  The County may also request additional information from proposers that may be necessary to fully evaluate a proposal.  After the Selection Committee has ranked proposals, the County will then begin negotiations with the highest-ranked proposal.  If only one proposal is received, the County may negotiate in good faith.  
All proposals that are timely received shall become the property of the County and any costs or expenses incurred in relation to preparation and submission of proposals shall be borne by the proposer.  Such proposals and related information shall be subject to the applicable provisions of the Florida Public Records Act.  

A reading and additional public hearing regarding this and any and all other additional proposals will be held during the Gulf County Board of County Commissioner’s Regular Meeting on Tuesday, April 25, 2023, at 9:00 a.m. (Eastern) to be held in the Donald H. Butler Commissioner Chamber and meeting room in the Robert M. Moore Administration Building, Gulf County Courthouse Complex, Port St. Joe, Florida.

All interested persons may appear and be heard with respect to the unsolicited proposal. If a person decides to appeal any decisions made by the Gulf County Commission with respect to any matter considered at this hearing, he/she will need a record of the proceedings and that for such purpose he/she may need to ensure a verbatim record of the proceedings made and which would include any evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
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BY: SANDY QUINN, CHAIRMAN

Administrative:

Ad Date: on or before April 7 and 14, 2023 in the Florida Administrative Register 

Publish as in as general advertisement and not in the legal advertisement or classified section per F.S. 125.66

Invoice: Gulf County Board of County Commissioners

******************************************************************************

Additional posting per request and direction and requests of County Administration and County Attorney’s offices:
Public posting on Gulf County Courthouse, Gulf County Administration Building entrance, Gulf County Commission Website all before or on the dates provided for publication and notice.
The advertisement in the News Herald shall conform to the following specifications per Fla. Stat. 125.66:

The required advertisement shall be no less than 2 columns wide by 10 inches long in a standard size or a tabloid size newspaper, and the headline in the advertisement shall be in a type no smaller than 18 point. The advertisement shall not be placed in that portion of the newspaper where legal notices and classified advertisements appear. The advertisement shall be placed in a newspaper of general paid circulation in the county and of general interest and readership in the community pursuant to chapter 50, not one of limited subject matter. It is the legislative intent that, whenever possible, the advertisement shall appear in a newspaper that is published at least 5 days a week unless the only newspaper in the community is published less than 5 days a week.
