Notice of Variances and Waivers

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

62-6.003
Permits

62-6.006
Site Evaluation Criteria

62-6.008
System Size Determinations

62-6.009
Alternative Systems

62-6.014
Construction Standards for Drainfield Systems

62-6.028
Location and Installation

The Department of Environmental Protection hereby gives notice: 

An order was issued on April 17, 2023 in part granting and in part denying Geomatrix Systems LLC’s Petition for a Variance. The Petition was received on April 29, 2021. and amended on January 17, 2023. Notices of receipt of the initial and amended Petitions were published in the Florida Administrative Register on May 7, 2021 and March 28, 2023, respectively. As amended the Petition requests a variance from subsections 62-6.003(4), 62-6.006(4), 62-6.008(5), paragraphs 62-6.009(3)(d), 62-6.009(3)(f), and 62-6.009(3)(g), 62-6.009(8)(d), 62-6.014(5)(a), 62-6.014(5)(b), 62-6.014(5)(d), 62-6.014(5)(f), and 62-6.014(5)(g), and subsection 62-6.028(4), Florida Administrative Code, which relate to voiding permits, prohibitions of paving unobstructed land, sizing subsurface and mound drainfields, mound shoulder requirements, construction standards for drainfield systems, maximum width of trenches and aggregate depth, limitations on the inside pipe diameter in gravity systems, and performance-based treatment system requirements. No public comments were received. The Order, file number OGC # 22-1921, grants the Petition for a Variance from subsection 62-6.008(5), paragraphs 62-6.009(3)(d), 62-6.009(8)(d), 62-6.014(5)(a) for a subset of GST system models (when applied to the 37-inch wide models), portion of 62-6.014(5)(b) that relates to the distance between centers of distribution lines, paragraphs 62-6.014(5)(d), 6.014(5)(g), and subsection 62-6.028(4) F.A.C., based on a showing that the Petitioner demonstrates the purpose of the underlying statute will be or has been achieved by other means and strict application of the rule would result in substantial hardship to Petitioner. The Order denies the Petition for Variance from subsection 62-6.003(4), 62-6.006(4), paragraphs 62-6.009(3)(f) and 62-6.009(3)(g), the portion of paragraph 62-6.014(5)(b) that relates to limitations on bed size, and paragraph 62-6.014(5)(a), (when applied to the 62-inch-wide GST system models), and paragraph 62-6.014(5)(f), F.A.C.

A copy of the Order or additional information may be obtained by contacting: Debby Tipton, telephone: 850-245-8629, e-mail: Debby.Tipton@floridaDEP.gov, Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Water Resource Management, Onsite Sewage Program, Mail Station 3596, 2600 Blair Stone Road Tallahassee, Florida 32399; during normal business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, except legal holidays.
