Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

6A-1.0957
Internet Safety Policy

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: This rule will provide clarity to districts on what to include in their local policy for student access to the Internet.

SUMMARY: To set forth requirements for internet safety policies that must be adopted by school districts and charter school governing boards.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION:

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency.

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification. Based on past agency experience with adjusting reporting requirements for school district safety policies, the adverse impact or regulatory cost, if any, do not exceed, nor would be expected to exceed, any one of the economic analysis criteria set forth in Section 120.541(2)(a), Florida Statues, because the proposed rule is anticipated to be implemented with existing staff and technology.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1003.02(1)(g)5, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1003.02(1)(g), F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

DATE AND TIME: July 19, 2023, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Rosen Shingle Creek, 9939 Universal Blvd., Orlando, Florida 32819

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Dr. Andre Smith, Deputy Commissioner, Division of Technology and Innovation, Andre.Smith@fldoe.org.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6A-1.0957 Internet Safety Policy.
(1) Purpose. The purpose of this rule is to set forth requirements for internet safety policies that must be adopted by school districts and charter school governing boards.
(2) Internet Safety Policy.
(a) By September 1 of each year, each district school board and charter school governing board must adopt an internet safety policy for student internet use that applies to all devices owned or provided by a district or school, or any device (including privately owned) connected to district- or school-provided internet. This policy must be reviewed and approved annually by the school board or governing board.
(b) In developing a student internet safety policy, district school boards and governing boards must review whether the Children’s Internet Protection Act, 47 C.F.R. § 54.520, applies and, if so, ensure compliance with CIPA.
(c) Student internet safety policies must, at a minimum:
1. Require the use of technology protection measures to filter or block access to material that is not appropriate for students, taking into consideration the subject matter and the age of the students served at each school;
2. Protect the safety and security of students when using email, chat rooms, and other forms of direct electronic communications;
3. Require the use of technology protection measures to prevent hacking or unauthorized access by students to data or information that they should not have access to, and to prohibit other unlawful online activities by students;
4. Prevents access to websites, web or mobile applications, or software that do not protect against the disclosure, use, or dissemination of students’ personal information in accordance with rule 6A-1.0955, F.A.C.; and
5. Prohibits students from accessing social media platforms, except when expressly directed by a teacher for an educational purpose.
(d) Prior to requiring students to use online content, policies must require staff to confirm the content is not blocked by the student internet filter. Policies must provide a process for staff to request that blocked content or social media platforms to be reviewed and unblocked for educational purposes.
(3) TikTok. School districts and charter school governing boards must:
(a) Prohibit the use of TikTok, and any successor platforms, on all district- or school-owned devices, or on any device (including privately owned) connected to district- or school-provided internet; and
(b) Prohibit the use of TikTok, or any successor platforms, to be used to communicate or promote any school district, school, school-sponsored club, extracurricular organization, or athletic team.
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