Notice of Emergency Rule

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Division of Disease Control
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:
64DER23-5
Definitions
SPECIFIC REASONS FOR FINDING AN IMMEDIATE DANGER TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY OR WELFARE: Pursuant to Chapter 2023-043, § 5, Laws of Florida, the Department is required to adopt emergency rules to implement section 408.824, Florida Statutes, and need not make findings of an immediate danger to the public, health, safety, or welfare.
REASON FOR CONCLUDING THAT THE PROCEDURE IS FAIR UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES: The Department of Health is directed by Chapter 2023-043, § 5, Laws of Florida, to adopt emergency rules to implement section 408.824, Florida Statutes.
SUMMARY: This emergency rule implements section 408.824, Florida Statutes, providing definitions related to the standards for the appropriate use of facial coverings by health care practitioners and health care providers.
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE EMERGENCY RULE IS: Carina Blackmore at carina.blackmore@flhealth.gov.
THE FULL TEXT OF THE EMERGENCY RULE IS: 

64DER23-5 Definitions.
(1) “Common area” refers to areas in a health care setting where patients are not treated, diagnosed, or examined.  

(2) “Employee” refers to any person under employment or contract of a health care setting, including health care practitioners, administrative staff, maintenance staff, aides, contractors, students, and volunteers.  

(3) “Health care setting” refers to any place where health care practitioners and/or health care providers practice their profession or provide services.

(4) “Patient” refers to a person receiving services from a health care practitioner or health care provider.

(5) “Sterile areas” refers to locations where surgery is conducted or where procedures that require aseptic techniques are performed.

(6) “Sterile procedure" refers to aseptic procedures with the goal of minimizing the risk of microbial contamination to reduce the rate of invasive or surgical site infection. 

(7) “Visitor” refers to any person in a health care setting who is not an employee or patient of the health care setting.

Rulemaking Authority 408.824 FS. Law Implemented 408.824 FS. History – New 06-29-23.
THIS RULE TAKES EFFECT UPON BEING FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE UNLESS A LATER TIME AND DATE IS SPECIFIED IN THE RULE.
EFFECTIVE DATE: June 29, 2023
