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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

NOTICE OF UNSOLICITED PROPOSAL FOR PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP

OPPORTUNITY FOR ECOLOGICAL AND HYDROLOGICAL RESTORATION and WATER SUPPLY PROJECT

The City of Winter Haven, Florida (“the City”), has received an unsolicited proposal submitted in accordance with the provisions of Section 255.065, Florida Statutes, Florida’s Public-Private Partnership Act, for a regionally significant water supply, aquifer recharge, wetland restoration and treatment recreation area project (“the Project”) located in the City. In addition to funds that may be made available by the City at its sole discretion, the entity which has submitted the unsolicited Project proposal shall secure any and all remaining Project financing through publicly available funding sources and/or funding sources available to local governments in the state of Florida for the design, construction, operation, and maintenance of an approximate 600-acre wetland restoration and water supply and recharge project that may span public and private lands controlled by the entity making the proposal. The fee simple interest in the underlying real property, and ownership of the Project, shall be conveyed to the City upon the successful implementation and establishment of the proposed Project, following expiration of the proposed maintenance period.

The Project shall capture excess surface and reclaimed water, which shall be treated prior to being recharged to improve future water supply availability, reduce flooding in the region, improve water quality of surface water discharges from the project area, improve hydrologic connectivity and management in the region as well as restoration and enhancement of specified wetland functions and values including, but not limited to, wildlife habitat, and floodplain restoration. The Project shall be publicly accessible and provide recreational and scenic amenities.  As a premier water resource conservation, treatment, and management feature within the City, the project shall demonstrate the level of performance and standards by which future projects will be evaluated for their ability to provide a multi-benefit solution for the water resource and ecological challenges in the region.

Under Florida’s Public-Private Partnership Statute 255.065, the City is required to publish notice of the acceptance of an unsolicited proposal and a willingness to accept other proposals. In this Notice of Unsolicited Proposal for Public-Private Partnership and notice of Opportunity for Ecological and Hydrological Restoration and Water Supply Project, the City hereby seeks qualified Respondents to prepare and submit proposals for multi-benefit solutions that address present and future water supply, aquifer recharge, wetland function and water resource enhancement/restoration objectives within the City and region. Responsive proposals shall be required to address financing, land ownership and/or acquisition, site location(s), design, construction, operation, and maintenance of an equivalent project, and project objectives, in terms of project size, water supply and aquifer recharge benefits, water quality benefits, wetland restoration and enhancement benefits and floodplain restoration benefits on publicly accessible and/or private lands for which the qualified Respondent can gain and maintain control within 30 days of proposals being submitted to the City for consideration. Proposals must provide reasonable assurances that the proposed project shall achieve the benefits proposed within the submittal.

To be considered a qualified Respondent, the entity submitting a project proposal must have experience and a demonstrated track record in the financing, design, construction, operation, and maintenance of regionally significant multi-benefit public water resource and ecological infrastructure projects, along with the capacity to bond the entire contract value through the end of the contract term and acquire and finance any necessary land the respondent believes is necessary to fully execute the project.  The City reserves the right to determine, in its sole discretion, whether the entity submitting a project proposal is qualified based on the information and data submitted in support of the entity’s experience and track record.

To be responsive, a project proposal must accommodate future City facility planning on the identified site location(s) for a public Class A office space campus.  No proposal will be entertained by the City that: (1) limits or restricts the type(s) and kind(s) of land use(s) that can be assigned to the identified site location(s); or (2) imposes restrictive covenants on the identified site location(s) that will have the practical effect of limiting or restricting the City’s or the entity submitting a project proposal’s eligibility for any reasonably available public or private funding opportunity.

The entity submitting a project proposal must be willing to convey the property, and all improvements thereon, to the City upon the end of the proposed project agreement term.

Pursuant to Section 287.05701, Florida Statutes, the City shall not request documentation of or consider any entity’s social, political, or ideological interests when determining if the entity is responsible or qualified and the City shall not give preference to any entity based on the entity’s social, political, or ideological interests.

Information about this Public-Private Partnership opportunity may be requested via the City of Winter Haven’s website at https://www.mywinterhaven.com > “See Bids”

Any entity that has an interest in submitting a competing proposal under the provisions of Section 255.065, Florida Statutes, is hereby invited to submit a proposal in compliance with the provisions of Section 255.065, Florida Statutes. Proposals that do not fully address each of the items required in this notice, and proposals that do not comply with the provisions of Section 255.065, Florida Statutes, will be deemed “non-responsive” by the City in its sole discretion. Proposals shall be submitted electronically to the City via the e-procurement platform prior to the deadline of 2:00 p.m., October 9, 2023.  The unsolicited proposal, and all timely submitted responsive competing proposals, if any, shall be evaluated by the City pursuant to Section 255.065, Florida Statutes, and applicable public procurement rules, restrictions, laws and requirements.  In the event the City determines to proceed with a public-private partnership in response to the unsolicited proposal, or in response to a competing responsive proposal, any resulting interim or comprehensive agreement negotiated shall be in accordance with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, inclusive by way of explanation and not limitation Section 255.065, Florida Statutes, and applicable public procurement rules, restrictions, laws and requirements.  The City shall not be liable to any party for any costs incurred by an entity submitting a project proposal of any kind, inclusive by way of explanation and not limitation proposal preparation costs and proposal submittal costs, in response to this notice.  Proposals cannot be submitted after the deadline announced in this notice.

Dated this 17th day of August, 2023.

Bethany Owen, Procurement Manager, City of Winter Haven, FL
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