Notice of Bid/Request for Proposal

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Florida Gulf Coast University
RFQ 24R-002 AB10 Architectural Consultant

Introduction

Florida Gulf Coast University Board of Trustees (“University”), announces that Professional Services in the discipline of Architecture will be required for the project listed below:

Project No. RFQ 24R-002

Project and Location: Florida Gulf Coast University

Academic Building 10 (“AB10”)

10501 FGCU Blvd South

Fort Myers, Florida 33965-6565

The selected respondent will provide design and construction documents for the referenced project.

Project Description

The University, specifically the Marieb College of Health & Human Services (“MCHHS”) is a major supplier of the health professions workforce for the region’s large and expanding healthcare industry. In the last decade, the University has doubled the size of its enrollment in MCHHS, and in the last five years alone, total degrees awarded within Marieb College have increased 61%. However, with our area’s expanding and diverse population, looming retirements, and shrinking workforce, the demand for healthcare workers will continue to be critically high. The University is poised to meet the demand for baccalaureate through doctoral education in a variety of healthcare fields, with the addition of critically needed space on campus in which to train the next generation of health care providers.

To meet this need, the University is planning the next academic building on campus to primarily serve the health sciences. This building will be the largest academic building on campus to date at approximately 171,750 square feet, and it will be designed as a state-of-the-art facility equipped for the health care education technology of the future.

Specialized and dedicated teaching, technology, and research labs are critical components in the successful education of future healthcare professionals and practitioners. The discovery, testing and application of new therapies by faculty and students provide the nexus pivotal to improve the lives of millions of people living in Florida and beyond. These labs will meet the unique needs of multiple health-related programs offered by the University, including physical therapy, nursing, advanced nurse practitioners at the doctoral level, physician assistant, occupational therapy, behavioral health, including counseling and social work, clinical laboratory sciences, health administration and sciences, and public health. Further, they will enrich the interprofessional collaboration experience necessary to support future healthcare providers.

The new Health Sciences building will allow the University to continue to expand capabilities in research, teaching, practice, primary care clinical services provided to the general student population, and enrollment in strategic ways to meet the unique needs of Southwest Florida. The University also intends to address the needs of the senior living community and the special challenges faced with a rapidly aging population within this space.

Academic Building 10 will be approximately 171,750 gross square feet, four stories in height and pursue LEED Silver Certification. The building will include a large lecture room, multipurpose rooms, a variety of laboratory spaces for the four Departments and one School in the MCHHS, Healthcare Simulation Suite, advising offices, faculty offices and a variety of conference rooms.

The design of the building will be complementary to other campus buildings yet have a distinct appearance of its own and be located in one of two prominent locations on campus. The University requests that the respondent’s response take into consideration two possible locations for Academic Building 10: Parking Lot 7, and the area adjacent to Parking Lot 8. Each of the locations may be found on the campus map located here: 
https://www.fgcu.edu/campusmap/

The health professions continue to evolve in complexity, including the technology involved in healthcare delivery, educational technology, and research technology to support efficacious treatments for diverse populations. Data analytics, artificial intelligence, and medical simulation including patient interaction through augmented and virtual reality and machine learning are critical to inform healthcare delivery, research, and educational outcomes. The successful respondent and/or its sub-consultants must have significant current and relevant experience in the design of medical simulation centers. In addition to submission of a minimum of three current examples of medical simulation centers the respondent has designed, the respondent should provide a narrative regarding their understanding of the design of medical simulation centers for the future. In addition, Audio Visual services should have experience with creating comprehensive plans for the design and installation of audio-visual systems in health care education. Five years' proven design experience required. Integration with FGCU systems and health care systems is required.

Project Budget

The project will utilize a Construction Management Delivery method. The selected firm will provide design, construction documents, and administrative services for the referenced project through warranty. The estimated cost of construction is approximately $97.6 million with a projected total budget of approximately $117.2 million.

Complete funding for the construction phase of this project is forthcoming. Therefore, following the completion of the Construction Documents, the University may delay bidding and construction activities until such funding is available. The method of project delivery for construction is anticipated to be Construction Management at Risk.

Sole Point of Contact

Respondents to this RFQ or persons acting on their behalf shall not contact any employee or officer of Florida Gulf Coast University, Florida Gulf Coast University Board of Trustees, or a University Direct Support Organization concerning any aspect of this RFQ, except in writing to the Sole Point of Contact or as otherwise provided in this RFQ document, from the date of release of this RFQ through the end of the 72-hour period following the posting of the notice of intended award, in accordance with Board of Governors (BOG) Regulation 18.002. Violation of this provision may be grounds for rejecting a proposal response.

Rick Pence, Associate Director of Procurement

Florida Gulf Coast University Procurement Services

Office: (239)590-1133

Email: rpence@fgcu.edu

Selection Schedule

The anticipated schedule for selection, award and negotiation is as follows:

RFQ Advertisement October 23, 2023

Proposals Due no later than 3:00 p.m. local time November 28, 2023

(Late submittals will be rejected)

Final Interviews TBD

Selection Recommendation Approval TBD

Contract Negotiation TBD

Selection of Architectural Firm

Through this solicitation process, the University is seeking to contract with an architect with appropriate qualifications, experience, financial capacity, and a proven track record of executing similar projects.

Once responses are submitted to the University, the responses will be reviewed independently and ranked in order of most qualified and best fits the needs and interests of the University. Once the ranked respondents are established interviews will be conducted with the shortlisted respondents. Upon approval of the selection, the University will negotiate a contract with the selected firm for professional design services.

The fee for the professional services requested in this project will be negotiated between the selected firm and the University. If the fee cannot be successfully negotiated, the second selected firm will be invited to negotiate a fee.

Response Instructions

Firms desiring to apply for consideration shall submit a letter of application.

The letter of application should have the following attached:

1. A completed Florida Gulf Coast University “Professional Qualifications Supplement”, following the general instructions dated October 12, 2023, provided at: 
https://www.fgcu.edu/adminservices/facilities/vendorsandcontractors#Products.

2. Additional information such as Design and Construction Standards may be found at: 
https://www.fgcu.edu/adminservices/facilities/vendorsandcontractors.

3. Responses on any other form will not be considered.

4. A copy of the respondent’s current Professional Registration Certificate from the appropriate governing board. Respondents must be properly registered at the time of response to practice their profession in the State of Florida. If the respondent is a corporation, it must be chartered by the Florida Department of State to operate in the State of Florida.

5. Included as part of the submittal, the respondent must indicate the sub-consultants that are suggested for this project.

Submit eight (8) hard-bound copies of the above-requested information in the order listed, and a duplicate electronic copy in PDF file format on a USB flash drive. Responses which do not comply with the above instructions may be disqualified. Response materials will not be returned and will be submitted at the expense of the Respondent. The plans and specifications for State University System projects are subject to reuse in accordance with the provisions of Section 287.055, Florida Statutes.

Responses must be received by 2:00 p.m. local time, on November 20, 2023, to the below location and addressed as follows:

Rick Pence

Associate Director of Procurement

Florida Gulf Coast University

10501 FGCU Boulevard South

South Village Modular 1

Fort Myers, Florida 33965-6565

RFQ 24R-002, AB10 Architectural Services

Responses must be delivered to the address, date, and time specified herein. The time/date stamp clock located in Procurement Services shall be the official timepiece for determining if a Response has been received in a timely manner. Responses, which for any reason are not available at this location at the prescribed time and date, will not be considered. It is the Respondent's responsibility to ensure their respective Response is delivered on the correct date and time and at the specified location. Delivery of a Response document through Bonfire, to the University’s Postal or Receiving Department, or any other place on the University campus is not acceptable. Timely delivery of the Response itself to the specified location is required. Offers by telephone, fax, or email is not acceptable under any circumstances.

General Information

All respondents must be licensed to practice their profession in the State of Florida at the time of response. Corporations must be registered to operate in the State of Florida by the Department of State, Division of Corporations, at the time of response. If the respondent is a corporation, or a joint venture, it must be registered by the Department of State to do business in the State of Florida at the time of response. If the respondent is the contract entity and has a consultant to perform the design or construction services, the contract entity and consultant must have an agreement at the time of application to formally contract for consulting services. Firms applying as “Associations” without a registered joint venture agreement or a contract entity and consultant without an agreement will not be considered.

As required by Section 287.133, Florida Statutes, a consultant may not submit a proposal for this project if it is on the convicted vendor list for a public entity crime committed within the past 36 months. The selected consultant must warrant that it will neither utilize the services of, nor contract with, any supplier, subcontract, or consultant more than $35,000.00 in connection with this project for a period of 36 months from the date of their being placed on the convicted vendor list.

The University reserves the right to suspend or discontinue the selection process at any time and to return or reject any or all submissions of responses without obligation to the respondent. The award of this contract is subject to availability of funds. If additional funding is realized, the University has the option to incorporate additional scope/funding under the contract.

ATTACHMENT A

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATION ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM

RFQ 24R-002

AB10 ARCHITECTURAL CONSULTANT

1.0 Explanation. This certification attests to the respondent’s awareness and agreement to the content of this RFQ and all accompanying provisions contained herein.

2.0 Action. Respondent ensures that the following certificate is duly completed and correctly executed by an authorized officer representing the respondent in their capacity.

3.0 This response is submitted in response to Request for Qualification 24R-002 solicited by Florida Gulf Coast University. The undersigned certifies that to the best of their knowledge that:

3.1 The undersigned is a principal agent of the company with said authority to enter into and bind the respondent to this RFQ and any agreement that may result from the award.

3.2 All information of a factual nature is certified to be true and accurate. If any information provided by the respondent is found to be, in the opinion of the Selection Committee or the President or their designee, substantially untrue, this response may be rejected.

3.3 The response shall remain in effect for ninety (90) calendar days as of the Due Date for response to this RFQ.

3.4 This response is made without prior understanding, agreement, or connection with any corporation, firm, or person also submitting a response for the same services and is in all respects fair and without collusion or fraud.

3.5 The undersigned certifies that, to the best of their knowledge, there is no principal or employee of the University who has or whose relative has an interest in excess of 5% in the entity submitting this response.

3.6 The undersigned acknowledges that no persons acting on respondent’s behalf has contacted or discussed this RFQ with any employee or officer of Florida Gulf Coast University, Florida Gulf Coast University Board of Trustees, or a University Direct Support Organization concerning any aspect of this RFQ, except in writing to the Sole Point of Contact.

3.7 That the respondent is not currently debarred, suspended, or proposed by any federal entity. The undersigned agrees to notify the University of any change in the status of the respondent in this regard, should one occur, until an award has been made under this procurement action.

3.8 The undersigned certifies that the respondent has not been convicted of a public entity crime within the past 36 months, as set forth in Section 287.133, Florida Statutes.

4.0 Person(s) authorized to negotiate in good faith on behalf of the Respondent for purposes of this Intent to Negotiate are:

Name: __________________________________

Title: ____________________________________

Email: __________________________________

Name: __________________________________

Title: ___________________________________

Email: __________________________________
Name: __________________________________

Title: ____________________________________

Email: __________________________________

Name: __________________________________

Title: ____________________________________

Email: __________________________________

5.0 Attestation. By the signature below, the respondent acknowledges the above to be true and agrees with the statements in this RFQ Acknowledgement.

Company Name: _______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________

City, State, and Zip: _____________________________________

Web Address: _________________________________________

Signature: ____________________________________________

Name: _______________________________________________

Title: ________________________________________________

Date: ________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________
