Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Commission for Independent Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 

6E-1.0032
Fair Consumer Practices

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To implement the provisions of House Bill 1537 (Chapter 2023-39, Laws of Florida, sections 10-14), which revises Chapter 1005, Florida Statutes, governing the Commission for Independent Education and will provide additional student disclosures.

SUMMARY: Modifications to Rule 6E-1.0032, Fair Consumers Practices, F.A.C., include the requirement for institutions to provide written disclosures to a student or prospective student regarding exit examination requirements and the grade point average required for completion of the student’s program or degree. This proposed rule includes the format by which the institutions must disclose the information to the student.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The Commission has determined that the proposed rule will not require legislative ratification based upon the following: the requirements found in the proposed rule are based upon or required by section 1005.04 F.S. As a result, if any cost is incurred by the institutions, it is due to the statute and not the rule. Moreover, the rule includes reporting forms that should minimize any costs incurred by the institutions.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1005.22(1)(e), 1005.34, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1005.04, 1005.22(1)(k), 1005.31, 1005.32, 1005.34, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

DATE AND TIME: January 17, 2024, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Tallahassee Community College, Student Union Ballroom, 444 Appleyard Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32304.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Tiffany Hurst, Executive Director, Commission for Independent Education, (850)245-3200 or tiffany.hurst1@fldoe.org.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
6E-1.0032 Fair Consumer Practices.
(1) through (5) No change. 

(6) Each prospective student shall be provided a written copy, or shall have access to an electronic copy, of the institution’s catalog prior to enrollment or the collection of any tuition, fees or other charges. The catalog shall contain the following required disclosures, and catalogs of licensed institutions must also contain the information required in subsections 6E-2.004(11) and (12), F.A.C.:
(a) No change. 
(b) Educational programs and curricula: The curricula shall be published in the catalog and shall state objectives specific to each curriculum and the requirements to be met for successful completion of each curriculum or program. This shall include, at a minimum, the grade point average required for completion of the program and any exit examination requirements, including the disclosure of the exit exams which the students may be required to complete and the required passing score of the exit exams. Information relating to course availability and prerequisites shall be available for students. The catalog shall also contain brief course descriptions for each course offered.
(c) through (k) No change. 

(7) No change. 
(8) A licensed institution which is not accredited by a United States Department of Education recognized institutional accrediting agency shall use an enrollment agreement or application for admission which, in addition to the catalog, shall be the binding contract between the institution and the student. The binding document shall include, but not be limited to, the following:
(a) through (d) No change. 

(e) Credential for Satisfactory Completion. At a minimum, this must include the grade point average required for completion of the program and any exit examination requirements, including the disclosure of the exit exams which the students may be required to complete and the required passing score of the exit exams;
(f) through (p) No change. 

(9) through (14) No change. 

Rulemaking Authority 1005.22(1)(e)1., 1005.34 FS. Law Implemented 1005.04, 1005.22(1)(k), 1005.31(13), 1005.32(5), 1005.34 FS. History–New 10-19-93, Amended 4-2-96, 11-5-00, 1-7-03, 1-20-04, 3-29-04, 3-28-05, 5-18-05, 6-13-05, 7-23-07, 2-1-11, 8-20-17,
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Tiffany Hurst, Executive Director, Commission for Independent Education.

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: The Commission for Independent Education.

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: December 12, 2023

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: August 3, 2023
