69O-170.109 Selection of the Arbitration Panel.

(1) Rate filing arbitration proceedings shall be conducted before a panel consisting of three arbitrators appointed pursuant to these rules. The initiating party and the Office shall each appoint one arbitrator, and the two party appointed arbitrators shall then appoint the third arbitrator. All appointments shall be in the manner specified in these rules.

(2) The American Arbitration Association maintains a panel of rate filing arbitrators consisting of individuals nominated to the panel by either an insurer authorized to transact insurance in Florida or by the Office, or designated to serve as a party appointed arbitrator in a rate filing arbitration.

(3) The American Arbitration Association maintains a panel of neutral rate filing arbitrators consisting of individuals designated by the American Arbitration Association from the National Panel of Commercial Arbitrators, deemed by the American Arbitration Association capable of comprehending the technical and substantive issues likely to be raised in a rate filing arbitration.

(4) Within ten (10) days from the filing of a Demand for Arbitration, the initiating party and the Office shall respectively file a Notice with the name and address of the arbitrator designated by each to serve on the panel as a party designated arbitrator.

(5) Upon the filing of the Notice referred to in subsection four (4) of this rule, the American Arbitration Association shall promptly designate three candidates from the panel of neutral rate filing arbitrators referred to in subsection three (3) of this rule, and shall notify such selection to the parties and the party appointed arbitrators. Upon mutual agreement, the parties may select a neutral arbitrator not so designated, but who is on the panel of neutral rate filing arbitrators.

(6) Within ten (10) days from the filing of the Notice referred to in subsection four (4) of this rule, the party appointed arbitrators shall select the third or neutral arbitrator from the list of three candidates designated by the American Arbitration Association. Each party appointed arbitrator shall strike one name from the list of three candidates submitted by the American Arbitration Association. The neutral arbitrator shall be the one remaining arbitrator on the list whose name was not stricken. The party appointed arbitrators shall certify the designation by filing a Notice with the name and address of the neutral arbitrator, who shall act as the chairperson of the arbitration panel.

(7) A neutral arbitrator serving as a member of an arbitration panel in a rate filing arbitration must immediately disclose to the parties any circumstance that may affect such arbitrator’s impartiality, including bias, prejudice, a financial or personal interest in the result of the arbitration, and/or any past or present relationship with any of the parties, their affiliates, subsidiaries or representatives.

(8) An arbitrator that withdraws, is removed by the American Arbitration Association or is otherwise unable to serve, may only be substituted in the manner provided in this rule for such arbitrator’s initial appointment.
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