69O-170.119 Subpoenas and Witnesses; Fees.

(1) It is the intent of these rules that subpoenas be used sparingly and unless good cause is shown, only for the expeditious handling of the arbitration proceeding.

(2) Subpoenas requiring the attendance of witnesses or production of records, files and memoranda from any place in the state, at any designated place of hearing before the arbitration panel for the purpose of taking the testimony of such witness or inspection of documents, may be issued by the arbitration panel, pursuant to Section 682.08(1), F.S.

(3) Any person subject to a subpoena may, before compliance and on timely motion or petition, request the arbitration panel to invalidate the subpoena on the ground that it was not lawfully issued, is unreasonably broad in scope, or requires the production of material beyond the scope of the arbitration.

(4) A party may seek enforcement of a subpoena by filing a petition for enforcement in the circuit court of the judicial circuit in which the person failing to comply with the subpoena or order resides. A failure to comply with an order of the court may result in a finding of contempt of court. However, no person shall be in contempt while a subpoena is being challenged.

(5) Any person subject to a subpoena may seek a protective order or seek to invalidate or quash the subpoena on the ground that it was not lawfully issued, is unreasonably broad in scope, or requires the production of material beyond the scope of the arbitration, by filing a petition in the circuit court of the judicial circuit in which such person resides or has a principal place of business.

(6) A subpoena may be served by any person authorized by law to serve process or by any person who is not a party and is of majority age. Service shall be made in the manner provided by law for service of subpoenas issued by the circuit courts of Florida. Proof of such service shall be made by affidavit of the person making service.

(7) All witnesses, other than public employees subpoenaed to appear in their official capacity, appearing pursuant to a subpoena shall be paid such fees and mileage for their attendance as is provided in civil actions in circuit courts of this state. In the case of a public employee, such expenses shall be processed and paid in the manner provided for agency employee travel expense reimbursement. In the case of a witness who is not a public employee, payment of such fees and expenses shall accompany the subpoena.
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