12A-1.116 Florida Farm Tax Exempt Agricultural Materials Card.

(1) For purposes of this rule, a “qualified farmer” means a farmer, as defined in section 212.02(28), F.S., whose property has been classified as agricultural pursuant to section 193.461, F.S., or who has implemented agricultural best management practices adopted by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services pursuant to section 403.067(7)(c)2., F.S., on property the farmer owns or leases.

(2)(a) Any qualified farmer in Florida desiring to obtain a Florida Farm Tax Exempt Agricultural Materials (TEAM) Card, hereafter referred to as “TEAM Card,” must complete the Application for Florida Farm Tax Exempt Agricultural Materials (TEAM) Card (Form DR-1 TEAM, incorporated by reference in Rule 12A-1.097, F.A.C.). The applicant farmer must indicate whether they qualify as a farmer who owns real property classified as agricultural pursuant to section 193.461, F.S., or they qualify as a farmer who has enrolled in and implemented best management practices adopted by the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services pursuant to section 403.067(7)(c)2., F.S., on land owned or leased by the farmer.

(b) The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services will issue a TEAM Card to applicants approved by the Department of Revenue.

(c) The TEAM Card will be valid for five years from the date of issuance.
(3)(a) A farmer that holds a valid TEAM card may present the card to a selling dealer to purchase items exempt from sales tax pursuant to applicable sales tax exemptions provided in section 212.08, F.S. A farmer may present the TEAM Card to a selling dealer instead of a certificate or affidavit otherwise required by Chapter 212, F.S.

(b) The selling dealer or lessor is only required to obtain one copy of the farmer’s TEAM Card to make tax exempt sales to the farmer during the effective period indicated on the TEAM Card. A selling dealer or lessor who accepts the TEAM Card in good faith will not be held liable for any tax due on sales made to the farmer during the effective period indicated on the TEAM Card. The selling dealer or lessor must maintain a copy of the TEAM Card in its books and records until tax imposed by Chapter 212, F.S., may no longer be determined and assessed under Section 95.091(3), F.S.

(c) Instead of maintaining a copy of the TEAM Card as provided in paragraph (b), a selling dealer or lessor may document the exempt sale by requesting a transaction authorization number issued by the Department. A transaction authorization number is valid for a single transaction only.

1. A “transaction authorization number” must be obtained by the selling dealer prior to or at the point-of-sale:

a. By using the Department’s online Certificate Verification System at floridarevenue.com/taxes/certificates; or

b. By calling the Department’s automated nationwide toll-free telephone verification system at 1(877)357-3725.

2. When using the Department’s online Certificate Verification System, the dealer may key up to five (5) purchaser’s TEAM Card numbers into the system. When using the Department’s automated nationwide toll-free verification system, the selling dealer is prompted to key in a single purchaser’s TEAM Card number. Each system will either issue a transaction authorization number or alert the selling dealer that the purchaser does not have a valid TEAM Card. Persons with hearing or speech impairments may call the Florida Relay Service by dialing 711, 1(800)955-8770 (Voice), or 1(800)955-8771 (TTY).

3. A transaction authorization number is not valid to exempt subsequent purchases or rentals made by the same purchaser. A selling dealer must obtain a new transaction authorization number for each and every transaction.

4. The selling dealer must document the transaction authorization number on the sales invoice, purchase order, or a separate form that is prepared by either the purchaser or the selling dealer.

(d)1. Vendor authorization number for regular customers – valid for the effective period indicated on the TEAM card. Instead of obtaining a copy of the TEAM Card or a Transaction Authorization Number from the Department for each sale to the farmer, the selling dealer may obtain a Vendor Authorization Number for that farmer. This option is available to selling dealers throughout the calendar year without limitation.

2. The “vendor authorization number” is a customer-specific authorization number that will be valid for all sales made to a qualifying farmer during the effective period indicated on the TEAM Card.

3. The Department’s online Certificate Verification System allows the user to verify up to five TEAM Card numbers and to obtain a transaction authorization number for single sales made to each exempt farmer at once. The system also allows the user to upload a batch file of up to 50,000 accounts or 10 MB for verification of TEAM card numbers and, 24 hours later, retrieve the file containing the vendor authorization numbers for all sales made to a qualifying farmer during the effective period indicated on the TEAM Card.
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