69O-170.126 Pre-hearing Conference; Pre-hearing Stipulation.

(1) The arbitration panel may direct the parties to confer for the purpose of clarifying and simplifying issues, discussing the possibility of settlement, examining documents and other exhibits, exchanging names and addresses of witnesses, resolving other procedural matters, and entering into a pre-hearing stipulation.

(2) At the discretion of the arbitration panel, one or more pre-hearing conferences may be convened on the arbitration panel’s own initiative or on the motion of any party. At the pre-hearing conference, the arbitration panel may:

(a) Rule on all pending motions;

(b) Schedule the service of motions or pleadings;

(c) Set or reset the time for motion hearings or final hearing;

(d) Schedule, limit, order or expedite discovery;

(e) Require each party to identify all known witnesses that may be called;

(f) Indicate the subject matter of the testimony of all witnesses;

(g) Require each party to identify all known exhibits, specify contents and identify separately each component of any composite exhibit;

(h) Require each party to state its basic position in the proceeding;

(i) Require each party to state each fact that the party considers in dispute;

(j) Require each party to state the issues of law the party considers in dispute;

(k) Require the parties to state the issues of fact and law to which they may have stipulated; or

(l) Take any other action to further the progress of the arbitration.

(3) The arbitration panel may direct the parties to hold a pre-hearing conference and prepare and submit a pre-hearing stipulation on any or all matters described in this rule above.

(4) The arbitration panel may enter an order reciting the actions taken at a pre-hearing conference and any stipulations made. Any such order shall govern the subsequent course of the proceeding, unless modified to prevent manifest injustice.
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