Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Division of Early Learning
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 

6M-8.622
Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Provider Performance Metric and Designation

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The rule establishes new definitions and procedures for VPK program accountability in accordance with Section 1002.68, F.S.

SUMMARY: The rule details procedures for the department to implement new VPK program accountability for calculating each VPK provider’s performance metric and assignment of performance designations in accordance with Section 1002.68, F.S. The rule includes key VPK accountability terms and definitions including composite program assessment score, eligible children, growth rate, highest literacy classification, kindergarten readiness and performance metric designations. Additionally, the rule outlines the three components (quality, achievement and learning gains) for calculating each VPK provider’s performance metric, and criteria for assigning performance designations.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The agency's economic analysis of the adverse impact or potential regulatory costs of the proposed rule does not exceed any of the criteria established in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S. and will not require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(2)(n), 1002.79, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1002.68, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

DATE AND TIME: August 21, 2024, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Okaloosa County School District, 202 A Highway 85 N., Niceville, FL 32578.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Katerina Maroney, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399, Telephone: (850)717-8614 or email: Katerina.Maroney@del.fldoe.org.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
6M-8.622 Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Provider Performance Metric and Designation.
(1) Purpose. The purpose of this rule is to implement the VPK provider performance metric and designation requirements of Section 1002.68, F.S.
(2) Definitions. For this rule, the following definitions apply:
(a) “Composite Program Assessment Score” means an average of all Division of Early Learning-adopted program assessment dimension scores from VPK classrooms, omitting the negative climate score, as defined in subsection (1) in Rule 6M-8.621, F.A.C.
(b) “Eligible children” means children who have completed more than fifty (50) percent of the total number of instructional hours of the VPK program in the same provider’s program.
(c) “Growth rate” is the rate of learning per month for children enrolled in the VPK program. Growth rate will be calculated by subtracting the progress monitoring one (PM1) score from the progress monitoring three (PM3) score, then dividing by the number of calendar days between PM1 and PM3 administration dates and multiplying by thirty (30).
(d) “Highest literacy classification” is known as Probable Reader with a Unified Scaled Score (USS) between 852-1100.
(e) “Kindergarten Readiness” is defined as meeting the expected developmental learning outcome as demonstrated by children scoring a USS of 707 or higher on PM3.
(f) “Performance metric designations” summarize the profiles of all sites with the following designations: “unsatisfactory,” “below expectations,” “meets expectations,” “above expectations,” and “excellent.”
(3) VPK Provider Performance Metric Components. Each private and public school VPK provider with sufficient data will receive a performance metric designation as provided for in this rule. Sufficient data exists when a provider has a minimum of four (4) eligible children, as defined in paragraph (2)(b), for inclusion in the providers’ metric calculation. The VPK provider performance metric is comprised of three (3) components:
(a) Quality. The Quality score is calculated based on the Composite Program Assessment Score as defined in paragraph (2)(a) and will be expressed as a whole number. The Quality score accounts for fifty (50) percent of the total performance metric and each provider can earn a maximum of fifty (50) points for this component. Providers with Composite Program Assessment Scores:
1. Below 4.00 will earn zero (0) percent or zero (0) of the fifty (50) possible points.
2. 4.00-4.49 will earn ten (10) percent or five (5) of the fifty (50) possible points.
3. 4.50-4.99 will earn twenty (20) percent or ten (10) of the fifty (50) possible points.
4. 5.00-5.49 will earn forty (40) percent or twenty (20) of the fifty (50) possible points.
5. 5.50-5.99 will earn sixty (60) percent or thirty (30) of the fifty (50) possible points.
6. 6.00-6.49 will earn eighty (80) percent or forty (40) of the fifty (50) possible points.
7. 6.50-7.00 will earn one hundred (100) percent or fifty (50) of the fifty (50) possible points.
(b) Achievement. The Achievement score accounts for twenty (20) percent of the total performance metric, and each provider can earn a maximum of twenty (20) points for this component. The Achievement score is calculated by multiplying the percentage of eligible children who demonstrate kindergarten readiness, as defined in paragraph (2)(e) of this rule, by one hundred (100) and multiplying the result by twenty (20) percent. The score will be expressed as a whole number by rounding a value of .5 or greater up and rounding a value of less than .5 down. 
(c) Learning Gains. The Learning Gains score accounts for thirty (30) percent of the total performance metric and each provider can earn a maximum of thirty (30) points for this component.
1. Learning gains are demonstrated by:
a. Eligible children in the VPK school-year program with a growth rate of twelve (12) USS points or more per month; or
b. Eligible children in the VPK summer program with a growth rate of forty (40) USS points or more per month; or
c. Eligible children maintaining a score within the highest literacy classification at PM1 and PM3.
2. The Learning Gains score is calculated by multiplying the percentage of eligible children that meet the growth rate, as defined in paragraph (2)(c), by one hundred (100) and multiplying the results by thirty (30) percent. The score will be expressed as a whole number by rounding a value of .5 or greater up and rounding a value of less than .5 down.
(4) VPK Provider Performance Metric Calculation. The department must calculate a VPK provider performance metric for each private or public school VPK provider. A provider’s school-year and summer VPK programs are calculated separately. The VPK performance metric is calculated as the sum of the Quality score, Achievement score, and the Learning Gains score.
(5) VPK Provider Performance Designation. The department will assign each private or public school a VPK provider performance designation as defined in paragraph (2)(f) within forty-five (45) days after the conclusion of the school-year and summer VPK programs based on the VPK provider performance metric. The department must display each provider’s designation in the early learning provider performance profiles, in accordance with Sections 1002.68 and 1002.92(3), F.S. For a provider to have successfully implemented the VPK Program, a provider must achieve a performance designation of: meets expectations, above expectations, or excellent. A provider with a performance designation below expectations or unsatisfactory, fails to meet this standard and will be placed on probation, in accordance with Section 1002.68, F.S.
(a) Designations will be assigned to providers based on the percentage of total applicable points earned as follows:
1. Sixty-one (61) points or higher equals a designation of “Excellent.”
2. Forty-six (46) to sixty (60) points equals a designation of “Above Expectations.”
3. Twenty-eight (28) to forty-five (45) points equals a designation of “Meets Expectations.”
4. Sixteen (16) to twenty-seven (27) points equals a designation of “Below Expectations.”
5. Fifteen (15) points or less equals a designation of “Unsatisfactory.”
(b) The department will assign VPK providers who do not have all three (3) metric components the designation of incomplete.
(c) When a transfer of ownership occurs, as defined in subsection (9) in Rule 6M-8.301, F.A.C., and the new private VPK owner has delivered:
1. More than fifty (50) percent of the VPK school-year or summer program instructional hours, the VPK provider performance designation will be binding on the provider.
2. Fifty (50) percent or less of the VPK school-year or summer program instructional hours, the VPK provider performance designation will not be binding on the provider and the provider will be assigned the designation of incomplete.
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