65C-17.005 Fee Waiver and Change in Personal Allowance Procedures.

(1) Notice regarding the clients ability to request a fee waiver for cost of care or a change in personal allowance must be filed with the court with the completed Notice of Fee Assessment and Rights of Foster Child, form CF-285D, which is incorporated by reference in Rule 65C-17.004, F.A.C. at the time the Master Trust is established and with each judicial review thereafter.

(2) Requests for fee waiver or a change in personal allowance must be directed through the lead agency to the Department utilizing the Application for Review of Assessed Fee and Committee Findings, form CF 285E, (July 2024) incorporated by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16896.

(3) The request must specify the period of time for which the request is being made. The request must include all documentation necessary to substantiate the request including, a copy of the Master Trust Expenditure Plan, an itemized budget, vendor quotes or estimates, bills, certified statements. If the client receives SSI benefits, the Master Trust Expenditure Plan must reflect that the funds that would accumulate upon approval of the fee waiver or change in personal allowance will not exceed the maximum countable $2,000 resource limit.

(4) The review must be conducted by the committee and the committee recommendation submitted to the Department for approval within 10 business days from receiving a request with all required documentation. Within 5 business days of receiving the committee recommendation, the Department must review the recommendations of the committee and provide a decision of approval or denial of the request.

(5) If the fee waiver or the change in personal allowance request is denied, in whole or in part, the party requesting the fee waiver or change in personal allowance must be notified in writing. After notification, the party has the right to request an administrative hearing within 21 days of the date of denial, pursuant to Chapter 120, F.S.

(6) If the fee waiver or change in personal allowance request is approved, Application for Review of Assessed Fee and Committee Findings, form CF 285E, must indicate the effective date, duration, and amount for which the request is approved.
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