Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Board of Dentistry
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 

64B5-2.0150
American Dental Licensing Exam Scores from Other Jurisdiction: Full-time Practice Requirements

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Board proposes the rule change to make the rule consistent with legislative changes related to SB 938 and to create a method to address a hardship when the applicant fails to meet the full-time practice requirement.

SUMMARY: To remove outdated language and make changes consistent with legislative changes related to SB 938 and to create a hardship for failure to meet the full-time practice requirement.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: During discussion of the economic impact of this rule at its Board meeting, the Board concluded that this rule change will not have any impact on licensees and their businesses or the businesses that employ them. The rule will not increase any fees, business costs, personnel costs, will not decrease profit opportunities, and will not require any specialized knowledge to comply. This change will not increase any direct or indirect regulatory costs. Hence, the Board determined that a Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) was not necessary and that the rule will not require ratification by the Legislature. No person or interested party submitted additional information regarding the economic impact at that time.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 466.004(4), 466.006(4)(b)3.e.(III) FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 466.004, 466.006(6) FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Kelly Rogers, Executive Director, Board of Dentistry/MQA, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin #C04 Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3258; Kelly.Rogers@flhealth.gov

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
64B5-2.0150 American Dental Licensing Exam Scores from Other Jurisdiction: Full-Time Practice Requirements.
The Florida dental clinical or practical examination is currently the American Dental Licensing Examination (ADLEX) developed by the American Board of Dental Examiners, Inc. The examination shall be administered in Florida and shall be graded by dentists licensed in Florida. An applicant for a dental license in Florida can submit ADLEX scores from a jurisdiction other than Florida if the examination was completed after October 1, 2011. If, however, the passing scores from the ADLEX are over 365 days old, the results will not be recognized unless all criteria below are met.

(1) Applicable Definitions:

(a) through (d) No Change.

(e) Verified – means the document shall be verified in compliance with Section 92.525, F.S.
(2) No Change.

(3) Mandatory Documentation: The applicant shall comply with providing the following mandatory documentation.

(a) Full-Time Practice Spreadsheet:

1. through 3. No Change.

4. The applicant shall verify the Full-Time Practice Spreadsheet by placing at the end of the document, “Under penalties of perjury, I declare that I have read the foregoing History of Full-Time Practice Spreadsheet and that the facts stated in it are true.” The applicant shall sign directly under the verification statement and date the document. Reference Section 92.525, F.S., concerning verification of documents.
5. Someone unrelated to the applicant shall verify the Full-Time Practice Spreadsheet, by signing the same document with the same verification clause or by submitting a document (affidavit) verified in compliance with Section 92.525, F.S. The verified document must attest that the applicant has been engaged in the Full-time Practice as indicated by the Full-time Practice Spreadsheet.
(b) Additional Verified Documents:

Each category of full-time practice claimed must be supported by the following documentation, which establishes or supports the spreadsheet submitted. There must be documentation submitted from subparagraph 1. and 2., below, if applicable.

1. Annual income tax return filed with the Internal Revenue Service as required by section 466.006(4)(b)2.e., F.S. A verified copy of financial or business record documents, reflecting the dates of employment that match the spreadsheet; a verified copy of a patient log or appointment schedule (names of patients shall be redacted to reflect the initials only). The Board will request verified financial billing documents to corroborate the patient log if the Board finds the patient log or appointment schedule lacking credibility.
2. through 3. No Change.

(4) The board may excuse applicants from the full-time practice requirement in the event of a demonstrated hardship. A hardship is defined as an absence from the practice of dentistry due to one of the following:
(a) The birth or care of a newborn child;  
(b) The care of a spouse, child, or parent with a serious health condition;
(c) A serious health condition which prevented the dentist from working full-time.  
(5) An applicant seeking an excusal of the full-time practice requirement must submit supporting documentation to the Board, which shall include a signed letter from the treating physician which identifies the reason for the hardship and the period of time the applicant was not able to work.  
(6)(4) No Change.

Rulemaking Authority 466.004(4), 466.006(4)(b)3.e.(III) FS. Law Implemented 466.004, 466.006(6) FS. History–New 7-1-12, ____________.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Board of Dentistry

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Board of Dentistry

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: July 17, 2024

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: August 23, 2024
