Notice of Declaratory Statement

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
Florida Building Commission
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:
61G20-1.001
Florida Building Code Adopted
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Florida Building Commission has issued an order disposing of the petition for declaratory statement filed by the Broward County Board of Rules and Appeals on June 25, 2024. The following is a summary of the agency's disposition of the petition:
Petitioner requested an answer to the following questions, based upon the project described within its petition: 1. Can a refrigeration system using an A2L refrigerant be designed and installed using ASHRAE 15-2019 if the Florida Building Code, Mechanical, 8th Edition (2023), Chapter 11 addresses said refrigerant and has more restrictive requirements? 2. Can the A2L refrigerant quantity in an independent refrigerant circuit in a high-probability system exceed the amount for A2 refrigerants stated in Table 1104.3.2 of the Florida Building Code, Mechanical, 8th Edition (2023), Chapter 11 or in ASHRAE 15-2019, Table 7.1? 3. Can an alternative method be used to design and install an independent refrigerant circuit in a high-probability system that exceeds the amount of A2 or A2L refrigerant stated in Table 1104.3.2 of the Florida Building Code, Mechanical, 8th Edition (2023), Chapter 11? 4. Can a refrigeration system be designed and installed using ASHRAE 15-2022 or Chapter 11 of the 2024 International Mechanical Code as an alternative to the current FMC? On August 13, 2024, the Commission provided the following answers: In response to Petitioner’s first question, the answer is yes. Pursuant to section 102.4, Florida Building Code, Building, 8th Edition (2023), and since ASHRAE Standard 15-2019 provides for more specific design and installation requirements for A2L refrigerant than that of chapter 11, Florida Building Code, Mechanical, 8th Edition (2023), ASHRAE Standard 15 as referenced in section 1101.6, Florida Building Code, Mechanical, 8th Edition (2023), is considered to be an integral part of the Florida Building Code, Mechanical volume. The design and installation of A2L refrigerant using ASHRAE 15 would meet the minimum requirements of the Florida Building Code, Mechanical, 8th Edition (2023). In response to Petitioner’s second question, an answer is not possible. Tables 1104.3.2, Florida Building Code, Mechanical, 8th Edition (2023), and 7.1 of ASHRAE 15-2019 do not apply to A2L refrigerants. In response to Petitioner’s third question, the answer is yes. Pursuant to section 104.11, Florida Building Code, Building, 8th Edition (2023), the building official has the authority to accept alternative design to that of the prescriptive requirements of the code where he/she finds that the proposed design/alternative complies with the requirements of section 104.11, Florida Building Code, Building, 8th Edition (2023). In response to Petitioner’s fourth query, the question is general in nature and falls outside the scope of this specific request. Also, see the answer to petitioner’s third question.
A copy of the Order Disposing of the Petition for Declaratory Statement may be obtained by contacting: Agency Clerk’s Office, Department of Business and Professional Regulation, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850)921-0342, AGC.Filing@myfloridalicense.com.
