Notice of Emergency Rule

DEPARTMENT OF CITRUS
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

20ER24-2
Official Forms Used by Agency

SPECIFIC REASONS FOR FINDING AN IMMEDIATE DANGER TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY OR WELFARE: Section 120.54(4)(b), Florida Statutes, states that those rules pertaining to perishable agricultural commodities shall be included in the definition of rules relating to the public health, safety, or welfare.

Updating the Form 4R to include the updated equivalent unit conversion unit chart used in calculating equivalent boxes for payment of equalization excise assessments in the case that the actual number of boxes cannot be substantiated by appropriate records. 

After discussing the matter at the regular meeting and hearing in Bartow, Florida on October 23, 2024, the Florida Citrus Commission found that failure to updated the form with the updated equivalent unit conversion chart applied to the current season would result in economic waste by either causing good and safe food to go to waste, or by overcharging in the unit conversion chart therefore causing damage to the public welfare or financial harm to the industry. The FCC voted unanimously to adopt Emergency Rule 20ER24-2, updating the Form 4R to include the updated equivalent unit conversion chart used in calculating equivalent boxes for payment of equalization excise assessments for the period of October 23, 2024, through January 21, 2025.

REASON FOR CONCLUDING THAT THE PROCEDURE IS FAIR UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES: Adequate notice procedures were used by the Department of Citrus to inform the public and the Florida citrus industry of the pending adoption of Emergency Rule 20ER24-2 updating the Form 4R to include the updated equivalent unit conversion chart used in calculating equivalent boxes for payment of equalization excise assessments, in that notice was made via email on October 15, 2024 of the emergency rulemaking to take place at the October 23, 2024 meeting to members of the Florida Citrus Commission, all industry organizations, the Florida Press Corps and other interested persons.

SUMMARY: Emergency rule 20ER24-2 updating Form 4R to include the updated equivalent unit conversion chart used in calculating equivalent boxes for payment of equalization excise assessments for the period beginning October 23, 2024, through January 21, 2025, assuring good and safe citrus products go to market and the industry is not harmed financially.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE EMERGENCY RULE IS: Belinette Jones, Legal Assistant, Florida Department of Citrus, P.O. Box 9010, Bartow, Florida 33831-9010 or BJones@citrus.myflorida.com

THE FULL TEXT OF THE EMERGENCY RULE IS:
20ER24-2 amendment of Rule 20-100.004, F.A.C.
Rule 20-100.004, F.A.C. is amended to read as follows:
20-100.004 Official Forms Used by Agency
In its licensing, regulatory, assessing, marketing, research, and other operational functions the Florida Department of Citrus requires use of the forms listed below and are incorporated by reference. All of these forms are available for inspection by any interested party during regular business hours at the headquarters office located at 605 East Main Street, Bartow, Florida 33830 or may be received upon request by writing the Florida Department of Citrus, P.O. Box 9010, Bartow, Florida 33831-9010, by telephone (863)537-3999, available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14148, or at the FloridaCitrus.org website or at https://www.floridacitrus.org/grower/resources/forms/.
(1)  through (10) No change.
(11) Form 4R – Equalization Assessment Return – CIT/REV/04R, rev. 10-28-2024. 10-1-21.
(12) through (30) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 601.10(1), 601.15(5), 601.155(7), 601.56, 601.69(9) FS. Law Implemented 601.10(15), 601.15, 601.155, 601.55, 601.56, 601.69 FS. History–New 1-1-75, Amended 8-31-83, 2-26-84, Formerly 20-102.05, Amended 12-20-95, Formerly 20-102.005, Amended 12-6-98, 5-28-00, 9-20-07, 7-13-10, 11-28-12, 8-31-15, 2-12-17, 8-1-17, 6-24-18, 6-24-18, 2-2-20, 6-30-21, 10-27-21, 6-23-22, 10-28-2024.
THIS RULE TAKES EFFECT UPON BEING FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE UNLESS A LATER TIME AND DATE IS SPECIFIED IN THE RULE.
EFFECTIVE DATE: October 28, 2024
