Notice of Proposed Rule
FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Manatees
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 

68C-22.011
Citrus and Associated County (Parts of Levy and Hernando) Zones

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Commission is proposing amendments to portions of the existing Levy County manatee protection rule in the southern portion of the county. The Levy County rule is established under 68C-22.011, F.A.C. (Citrus County chapter). In June 2024, the Commission provided notice to Levy County as provided by §379.2431(2)(f), Florida Statute. The 60-day statutory time requirement expired on August 16, 2024. The proposed rule amendment would amend 68C-22.011(1)(d) from Slow Speed (March 1-August 31) to 25 MPH All Year zone. The proposed rule would amend the western portion of 68C-22.011(1)(a) from a “Caution”/25 MPH All Year Zone to a 25 MPH All Year and the eastern portion to a Slow Speed (March 1-August 31) seasonal zone. Additionally, the proposed rule would establish a year-round Slow Speed Zone in the waters surrounding the Highway 40 Boat Ramp. In December 2024, proposed rules were presented to FWC Commissioners. Additional information is available at: http://myfwc.com/wildlifehabitats/managed/manatee/rulemaking/.

SUMMARY: The first Manatee Protection Zones in Levy County were adopted in 1985, establishing seasonal zones in portions of the Withlacoochee River. Since then, no rule amendments have been made to the zone configurations in Levy County. Some of the zones in the Withlacoochee River are problematic to enforce and may result in a boating safety concern. Staff collected twelve months of manatee distribution and boater compliance data to further evaluate the effectiveness of the zones. Commission staff are recommending two Manatee Protection Zone amendments to ensure manatee protection while addressing zone enforcement capability and boating safety. Staff recommends amending the existing Seasonal Slow Speed Zone and a portion of the Caution 25 MPH Zone to a more standardized 25 MPH All Year Zone at the mouth of the Withlacoochee River. Additionally, staff recommends adopting a Slow Speed All Year Zone in the narrow travel corridor south and west of the Highway 40 (Bird Creek) Boat Ramp. The changes will enhance manatee protection in the narrow portion of the Withlacoochee River, south of the Highway 40 (Bird Creek) Boat Ramp, and decrease waterway restrictions in the open waters west of the Ramp, within the marked navigational channel. Other Manatee Protection Zone amendments within Levy and Citrus counties are not being considered as part of this rulemaking effort. Staff hosted a public workshop in Levy County in September and public comments were in support of the Commission’s proposal. Staff presented proposed rules at the December 2024 Commission meeting and received approval to advertise a Notice of Proposed Rule.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: the nature of the rule and the preliminary analysis conducted to determine whether a SERC was required.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 379.2431(2) FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 379.2431(2) FS.
A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

DATE AND TIME: February 21st  and 22nd, 2025 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (both days)

PLACE: Florida State University Student Union, 75 N Woodward Ave., Tallahassee, Florida 32304

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Ms. Emma Kindley, Imperiled Species Management Section, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399 (telephone (850)922-4330)

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
68C-22.011 Citrus and Associated County (Parts of Levy and Hernando) Zones.
(1) For the purpose of protecting manatees and manatee habitat in Citrus County and within closely associated portions of Levy and Hernando counties, the following year-round and seasonal zones are established, which shall include all associated and navigable tributaries, lakes, creeks, coves, bends, backwaters, canals, channels, and boat basins, unless otherwise designated or excluded: (Seasonal limits, if they apply, are specified within each zone classification.)
(a) Caution Zone (Year-round)/25 MPH Maximum Speed – Withlacoochee River: That part of the Withlacoochee River easterly of a line which bears South 00° 00' 00" West (True) running through Green Channel Marker “37” (latitude 29° 00' 04" North, longitude 82° 46' 11" West) and westerly of a line which bears approximately South 00° 00' 00" East (True) from a point on the northerly shoreline of the Withlacoochee River (approximate latitude 29° 00' 05" North, approximate longitude 82° 45' 22" West).
(a)(b) Slow Speed Zone (Year-round) – 
1. Withlacoochee River: That part of the Withlacoochee River northeasterly of a line which bears South 38° 00' 00" East (True) from the intersection of the northwesterly shoreline of the Withlacoochee River with the westerly shoreline of the Cormorant/Egret Canal (approximate latitude 29° 01' 05" North, approximate longitude 82° 43' 37" West) and northwesterly of the general contour of the southerly shoreline of the Bypass Channel on the northerly side of the Cross Florida Barge Canal in the Northeast Quarter of Section 12, Township 17 South, Range 16 East, including that portion of the Bypass Channel westerly of the spillway.
a. That part of the Withlacoochee River northeasterly of a line which bears South 38° 00' 00" East (True) from the intersection of the northwesterly shoreline of the Withlacoochee River with the westerly shoreline of the Cormorant/Egret Canal (approximate latitude 29° 01' 05" North, approximate longitude 82° 43' 37" West) and northwesterly of the general contour of the southerly shoreline of the Bypass Channel on the northerly side of the Cross Florida Barge Canal in the Northeast Quarter of Section 12, Township 17 South, Range 16 East, including that portion of the Bypass Channel westerly of the spillway.
b. That part of the Withlacoochee River easterly of a line which bears North 00° 00' 00" East (True) extending from the easternmost point of an unnamed island west of the Highway 40 Boat Ramp (approximate latitude 29°00'04" North, approximate longitude 82° 45'47" West) to a point south of the unnamed island (approximate latitude 29°00'01" North to approximate longitude 82°45'46" West), westerly of a line which bears North 00° 00' 00" East (True) through a point north of Chambers Island (approximate latitude 29° 00'04.3" North to approximate longitude 82°45'36.5" West), and southerly of a line which bears South 73° 00' 00" West (True) between the northernmost shoreline of the Highway 40 Boat Ramp (approximate latitude 29°00'05.7" North, approximate longitude 82° 45'42" West) and the easternmost point of the unnamed island.
2. through 3. No change.
(b)(c) No change.
(c)(d) Slow Speed Zone (March 1 through August 31)/Maximum 25 MPH Zone (Remainder of Year) – Withlacoochee River Area:
1. That part of the main marked channel of the Withlacoochee River northeasterly of a line which bears South 53° 00' 00" East (True) running through Green Channel Marker “33” (latitude 28° 59' 51" North, longitude 82° 46' 42" West) and southwesterly of a line which bears South 00° 00' 00" West (True) running through Green Channel Marker “37” (latitude 29° 00' 04" North, longitude 82° 46' 11" West);
1.2. That part of the Withlacoochee River easterly northeasterly of a line which bears North 00° 00' 00" approximately South 65° 00' 00" East (True) through from a point north of Chambers Island on the northerly shoreline of the Withlacoochee River (approximate latitude 29° 00' 04.3" North to 29° 00' 05" North, approximate longitude 82° 45' 36.5" 82° 45' 22" West) and southerly of a line which bears South 38° 00' 00" East (True) from the intersection of the northwesterly shoreline of the Withlacoochee River with the westerly shoreline of the Cormorant/Egret Canal (approximate latitude 29° 01' 05" North, approximate longitude 82° 43' 37" West);

3. through 4. renumbered 2. through 3. No change.
(e) through (k) renumbered (d) through (j) No change. 
(k)(l) Maximum 25 MPH Zone (Year-round) –
1. through 4. No change.
5. Withlacoochee River: That part of the Withlacoochee River westerly of a line which bears North 00° 00' 00" East (True) extending from the easternmost point of an unnamed island west of the Highway 40 Boat Ramp (approximate latitude 29°00'04" North, approximate longitude 82° 45'47" West) to a point south of the unnamed island (approximate latitude 29°00'01" North to approximate longitude 82°45'46" West) including the waters within part of the main marked channel of the Withlacoochee River northeasterly of a line which bears South 53° 00' 00" East (True) running through Green Channel Marker “33” (latitude 28° 59' 50.1" North, longitude 82° 46' 36.9" West).
(l)(m) No change.
(2) through (3) No Change.
Rulemaking Authority 379.2431(2) FS. Law Implemented 379.2431(2) FS. History–New 3-19-79, Amended 2-23-81, 12-4-85, Formerly 16N-22.11, Amended 1-27-92, Formerly 16N-22.011, 62N-22.011, Amended 11-14-02, 4-24-16,________.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Ms. Emma Kindley, Imperiled Species Management Section, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399 (telephone (850)922-4330)

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: December 11, 2024

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: August 21, 2024

