Notice of Change/Withdrawal

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES
Division of Agricultural Water Policy
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

5M-17.001
Approved Florida Dairy Best Management Practices

NOTICE OF CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the following changes have been made to the proposed rule in accordance with subparagraph 120.54(3)(d)1., F.S., published in Vol. 50 No. 230, November 25, 2024 issue of the Florida Administrative Register.

5M-17.001 Approved Best Management Practices.
No change.
Rulemaking Authority 403.067(7)(c)2., (7)(d)2.c., 570.07(10), (23) FS. Law Implemented 403.067(7)(c)2., (7)(d)2.c., (7)(d)3. FS. History–New 1-10-16, Amended       .
Changes to the manual titled Florida Dairy Operations, 2024 Edition: Water Quality and Water Quantity Best Management Practices, (FDACS-P-02008, rev. 11/24), adopted and incorporated in rule 5M-17.001, F.A.C., include:
P.33, 1.8.10, paragraphs 3-5:
Waste storage ponds located in non-high water table sandy soils require a geomembrane liner, such as high-density polyethylene or HDPE, geosynthetic clay liner, concrete liner, or liner constructed with other suitable material to prevent wastewater from seeping into the groundwater. Any unlined WSPs must be leak tested and test results should be maintained for review. Guidance on concrete liners can be found in NRCS Conservation Practice Standard 522.
Clay liners are acceptable if they have been designed and approved by a Professional Engineer. Documentation of design approval should be maintained for review. Where significant amounts of natural clay soils are present, predominantly in the panhandle, earthen WSPs dug into clay may not need to be lined. Guidance on geomembrane or geosynthetic clay liners can be found in NRCS Conservation Practice Standard 521. For new WSPs, if the soil used to seal the pond meets the requirements of NRCS CPS 521, then the clay is acceptable. If the construction material is unknown, a core sample can be taken two feet below the design bottom elevation and sides to observe how thick the clay is and whether it is acceptable as described above. In all cases, the material will need to be tested at a laboratory to verify the percent of clay. For existing WSPs, if the soil is at least 50% clay, which is identifiable in the field by being able to be spread into a wide, thin ribbon between two fingers, with no gritty texture, then the clay is acceptable if at least two feet thick.
Consult Figures 2 and 3 in Appendix 5 for additional guidance on WSPs on non-high water table soils. Guidance on geomembrane or geosynthetic clay liners can be found in NRCS Conservation Practice Standard 521. Guidance on concrete liners can be found in NRCS Conservation Practice Standard 522.
