Notice of Development of Rulemaking 

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Freshwater Fish and Wildlife
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

68A-27.003
Florida Endangered and Threatened Species List; Prohibitions

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of the proposed rule changes is to maintain consistency among state and federal lists of protected species under Rule 68A-27.003, F.A.C. Proposed revisions will add the Barbour’s map turtle (currently State-designated Threatened) and Escambia map turtle (currently not listed) as Federally-designated Threatened due to Similarity of Appearance. Four species will be updated to Federally-designated Threatened, including the Suwannee alligator snapping turtle (currently State-designated Threatened), red-cockaded woodpecker (currently Federally-designated Endangered), oceanic whitetip shark and queen conch (both currently with no status). Two species will be added to the Federally-designated Endangered list: the black-capped petrel (currently no status) and pillar coral (currently Federally-designated Threatened). One species, the Bachman’s warbler, will be removed from the list due to extinction. Additionally, taxonomy of the federally listed Audubon’s crested caracara, Cape Sable seaside sparrow, and Rice’s whale will be updated.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Federally-designated Endangered and Threatened species; State-designated Threatened species

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Florida Constitution
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Florida Constitution
IF REQUESTED IN WRITING AND NOT DEEMED UNNECESSARY BY THE AGENCY HEAD, A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE NOTICED IN THE NEXT AVAILABLE FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Claire Sunquist Blunden, Section Leader, Wildlife Diversity Conservation Section, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 S. Meridian St., Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE FROM THE CONTACT PERSON LISTED ABOVE.

