Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Mental Health Program
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 

65E-9.002
Definitions

65E-9.006
Program Standards

65E-9.007
Staffing

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: Updates definitions and statutory references, adds requirements regarding content of signs required to be conspicuously placed on the premises at residential treatment centers warning of the dangers of human trafficking pursuant to Chapter Law 2023-85 and 2024-184.

SUMMARY: Adds (1) definition of human trafficking, (2) adds requirements regarding content of signs regarding human trafficking, and (3) adds training requirements regarding human trafficking.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

A SERC has not been prepared.

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The Department used a checklist to conduct an economic analysis and determine if there is an adverse impact or regulatory costs associated with this rule that exceeds the criteria in section 120.541(2)(a), F.S. Based upon this analysis, the Department has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 394.875(8) FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 394.875 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Elizabeth Floyd. Elizabeth can be reached at Elizabeth.Floyd@myflfamilies.com.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

65E-9.002 Definitions.
(1) through (18) No change. 
(19) “Human Trafficking” as defined in Section 787.06 F.S. 
(19) through (39) are redesignated (20) through (40) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority 394.875(8) FS. Law Implemented 394.875 FS. History–New 7-25-06, Amended 9-24-08 Amended_________.

65E-9.006 Program Standards.
(1) through (2) No change. 
(3) Treatment and services. 
(a) through (j) No change. 
(k) The provider must have policies and procedures for serving children or young adults who are victims of commercial sexual exploitation, in accordance with Section 409.1678(3), F.S. 
(4) through (13) No change. 
(14) Department’s human trafficking awareness signage pursuant to subsection 394.875(8)(b), F.S. Human trafficking awareness posters developed by the Department shall include the contents set forth in 65C-46.005(6)(b)3.
Rulemaking Authority 394.875(8) FS. Law Implemented 394.875 FS. History–New 7-25-06, Amended 9-24-08, Amended__________.
65E-9.007 Staffing.
(1) through (4) No change.  
(5) Staff orientation and training.
(a) through (d) No change.  
(e) The provider shall implement a minimum of 40 hours of in-service training annually for all staff and volunteers who work directly with children. Continuing education for professional licenses and certifications may count towards training hours if the training covers the appropriate areas. This training shall cover all policies and procedures relevant to each position and shall, at a minimum, include each of the following:
1. through 3. No change. 
4. Treatment services:
a. through f. No change. 
g. Impact of trauma on children and trauma-informed approaches to providing direct care and clinical services; and  
h. Standards for culturally and linguistically competent appropriate services.
5. Commerical sexual exploitation. To address the unique needs of children who are victims of commercial sexual exploitation, the provider shall ensure staff are trained in: 
a. The effects of trauma and sexual exploitation, to include physical, behavioral, emotional, and social;
b. The needs of child victims of commercial sexual exploitation and how to address those needs using strength-based and trauma-informed approaches; 
c. Safety and supervision considerations, to include contact with persons outside of the facility and supervision with other residents; 
d. Resources specific to this population for the purpose of discharge planning and technical assistance as needed;
e. Distinctions between sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, and sexual trafficking;
f. Exploiters and tactics of coercion and control; and
g. Identifying victims.
(6) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority 394.875(8) FS. Law Implemented 394.875 FS. History–New 7-25-06, Amended 9-24-08. Amended ______________.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Heather Allman

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Shevaun L. Harris

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: February 12, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: October 30, 2024
