Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 

6A-6.053
District Comprehensive Evidence-Based Reading Plan

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: Annually, school districts submit a District Comprehensive Evidence-Based Reading Plan (CERP) to the Department for approval. These plans outline the components of the district’s system of reading instruction. The CERP Reflection Tool allows districts to assess implementation of their reading plan over the past school year. The purpose of the rule amendment is to adjust several questions in the Reflection Tool to capture more quantitative data and to remove redundant language from the rule. The effect is to improve clarity in the rule and to improve data analysis.

SUMMARY: The proposed changes revise the CERP Reflection Tool in several areas to capture qualitative data to improve data analysis. Redundant language in subsection (6)(c) is also being removed for clarity.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth or business competitiveness, or increase regulatory costs or any other factors listed in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. Based on the nature of the change and prior experience with this rule, no increase in regulatory costs is anticipated as a result of the rule changes. 

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1003.4201, 1008.25(11), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1001.215, 1003.4201, 1008.25, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

DATE AND TIME: April 9, 2025, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Tallahassee State College, 444 Appleyard Dr., Student Union Ballroom, Tallahassee, Florida 32304.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Michelle Barash, Executive Director, Just Read, Florida! 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399, (850)245-9539.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
6A-6.053 District Comprehensive Evidence-Based Reading Plan.
(1) through (5) No change. 
(6) Students with a Substantial Deficiency in Reading.
(a) through (b) No change. 
(c) Required Plan. 
1. No change. 
2. Students with qualifying disabilities covered by an IEP under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act or a 504 Plan under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are exempt from the requirement to have a progress monitoring plan, if the IEP or 504 Plan addresses the student’s reading deficiency. Nothing in this rule should be construed to require or prohibit an IEP or 504 Pplan or the contents of these plans.
3. Districts and charter schools are authorized to develop individualized progress monitoring plans for students with IEPs or 504 Plans that address the student’s reading deficiency.
(d) No change. 
(7) No change.
(8) Summer Reading Camps.
(a) No change. 
(b) Districts may also offer Summer Reading Camps to students in grades K-5 with a deficiency in reading. With the exception of the students described in paragraph (8)(7)(a), Summer Reading Camps must use classroom teachers or other district personnel who are certified or endorsed in reading or who possess the elementary literacy micro-credential. 
(9) CERP Submission, Approval, and Evaluation by the Department. 
(a) No change. 
(b) CERP Requirements. The CERP must demonstrate that the district is able to implement its reading plan with fidelity, that the plan uses data to drive decision-making, that the plan is designed to meet the needs of all students, and that the plan allocates sufficient resources toward each component. In order to be approved, CERPs must comply with the requirements found in subsections (3)-(8)(7) and paragraph (10)(9)(a) and must contain the following:
1. No change. 
2. Assurances that:
a. No change. 
b. All students identified with a substantial deficiency in reading are covered by an individualized progress monitoring plan that meets the requirements of s. 1008.25(4)(c), F.S., to address their specific reading deficiency, unless they have an IEP or 504 Plan that addresses their reading deficiency, or both in accordance with paragraph (6)(5)(c);
c. All intensive reading interventions provided in Summer Reading Camps to students in grade 3 who score a Level 1 on the statewide, standardized ELA assessment are delivered by instructional personnel who are certified or endorsed in reading and rated highly effective as determined by the teacher’s performance evaluation under s. 1012.34, F.S. All other intensive reading interventions are delivered by instructional personnel who are certified or endorsed in reading, or by instructional personnel who possess the elementary or secondary literacy micro-credential and who are supervised by an individual certified or endorsed in reading;
d. Each school has a lLiteracy lLeadership tTeam consisting of a school administrator, literacy coach, media specialist, and a lead teacher, as applicable;
e. through i. No change. 
3. Descriptions of:
a. All components of the district’s reading instruction plan for grades K-12, as described in subsections (3)-(8)(7) of this rule and s. 1003.4201, F.S.; 
b. The district’s planned expenditures for each component of the CERP, including salaries and benefits, professional learning, assessments, programs and materials, tutoring, and incentives, if offered as part of the district’s comprehensive system of reading instruction. In accordance with s. 1008.25(3)(a), F.S., remedial and supplemental instruction resources must be prioritized for VPK students who have a substantial deficiency in early literacy skills and K-3 students who have with a substantial deficiency in reading or characteristics of dyslexia; 
c. through p. No change. 
4. No change. 
(c) No change.   
(10) No change. 
(11) The following documents are incorporated by reference in this rule:
(a) CERP Reflection Tool, Form No. CERP-RT, (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-15159) effective, May 2025 February 2023;
(b) through (c) No change.
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NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Michelle Barash, Executive Director, Just Read, Florida!

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Manny Diaz Jr., Commissioner of Education

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: March 12, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: January 31, 2025

