Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 

6A-25.021
Service Provider Registration and Quality Assurance Requirements

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The rule amendment provides updates to forms incorporated by reference for fee-for-service providers.

SUMMARY: Forms incorporated by reference are edited as follows:

1. Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Fee-for-Service Provider Application was updated to include a description of services for applicants to complete. Reference requirements were also revised to require two letters of professional reference for new businesses with no former clients of reference. Additionally, the revised application states the Division has the right to reject an application and does not guarantee referrals. 

2. The Programmatic Operations Resource Guide (PORG) was updated to remove Career Camp virtual services, created during the COVID-19 pandemic; adds timeframes for providers to revise Career Camp curriculum and flyers required by the Division; permits the Division to deny curriculum for Career Camps; changes the submission of Career Camp curriculum from three years to one year; allows the Division to request updated Career Camp curriculum at any time and/or rescind approval; and deletes language that amendments to Career Camp curriculum will not be accepted from a provider. Fee codes were also removed, as they are no longer applicable. Minor edits were made throughout the PORG for grammatical and editing errors. 

3. Vocational Rehabilitation Fee-for-Service Provider Contractual Agreement was updated to add Youth Peer Mentoring as a service; clarifies the specific Rule applicable for confidentiality of client information; adds reference to Section 215.422, Florida Statutes, regarding the approval and inspection of goods and services; and corrects grammatical and formatting errors. 

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth, business competitiveness or other factors in s.120.541(2)(a), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. No increase in regulatory costs are expected.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 413.22, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 413.208, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

DATE AND TIME: April 9, 2025, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Tallahassee State College, 444 Appleyard Dr., Student Union Ballroom, Tallahassee, FL 32304.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Kelly Rogers, Director, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, 325 W. Gaines Street, Suite 1144, Tallahassee, FL 32399.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
6A-25.021 Service Provider Registration and Quality Assurance Requirements.
(1) No change. 
(2) Registration process. 
(a) Fee-for-Service Provider Application Process:
1. No change. 
2. Once DVR has notified a service provider of the approval of the application and the approved services, the service provider must submit a signed DVR Fee-for-Service Provider Contractual Agreement and all documents mentioned therein;  
3. A Fee-for-Service Provider is not deemed registered until the Division has notified the service provider of the acceptance and execution of the Fee-for-Service Provider Contractual Agreement, which contains must contain the following:
a. through g. No change. 
h. Section 501(c)(3) requirements, if applicable; 
i. Contract term that includes the date that the contract is effective and the date the contract shall terminate. Contract termination terminates a service provider’s active provider status with the Division registration;
j. through k. No change. 
(b) No change.  
(3) No change. 
(4) A Fee-for-Service Provider must be able to provide evidence of proven functional systems and quality assurance in accordance with subsection (1) upon request of the Division within fifteen (15) business days of a request. Failure to do so, or evidence of offenses listed in subsection (3) of this rule will be cause for registration denial, suspension or revocation. If a fee-for-service provider is found to have committed a violation listed in subsection (3), the service provider may be subject to any of the following: 
(a) No change.  
(b) A Notice of Suspension, which notifies the service provider of a suspension of their active provider status registration and may include a requirement of the submission of a corrective action plan for reactivation as a service provider. 
(c) No change. 
(6) through (8) No change. 
(9) The following forms and documents are incorporated by reference into this rule, to become effective February 2024, and may be obtained from the Division of Vocational Rehabilitation, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399
(a) Form DVR-FFSPA-2025 2024, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Fee-for-Service Provider Application (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16368) effective May 2025;
(b) Form DVR-FFSPCA-2025 2024, Vocational Rehabilitation Fee-for-Service Provider Contractual Agreement (Service Provider) (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16369) effective May 2025; 
(c) Form DVR-FFSPCC-2024, Division of Vocational Rehabilitation Fee-for-Service Provider Code of Conduct (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16370) effective February 2024;
(d) Form DVR-SPM-2024, Service Provider Manual (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16371) effective February 2024; and 
(e) Form DVR-PORGH-2025 2024, Programmatic Operations Resource Guide Handbook (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-16372) effective May 2025. 
Rulemaking Authority 413.22 FS. Law Implemented 413.208 FS. History – New 2-20-24,
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Kelly Rogers

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Manny Diaz Jr.

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: March 18, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: November 1, 2024
