Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
Board of Professional Engineers
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 

61G15-32.004
Design of Water Based Fire Protection Systems

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Board proposed to revise the rule language and resolve JAPC concerns with rule amendments as proposed.

SUMMARY: To update the rule language and resolve JAPC concerns with rule amendments as proposed.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: During discussion of the economic impact of this rule at its Board meeting, the Board concluded that this rule change will not have any impact on licensees and their businesses or the businesses that employ them. The rule will not increase any fees, business costs, personnel costs, will not decrease profit opportunities, and will not require any specialized knowledge to comply. This change will not increase any direct or indirect regulatory costs. Hence, the Board determined that a Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) was not necessary and that the rule will not require ratification by the Legislature. No person or interested party submitted additional information regarding the economic impact at that time.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 471.008, 471.033(2) FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 471.033(2) FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Zana Raybon, Executive Director, Board of Professional Engineers, 2400 Mahan Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32308; (850)521-0500 or by electronic mail, ZRaybon@fbpe.org.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

61G15-32.004 Design of Water Based Fire Protection Systems.
(1) through (3) No Change.
(4) To ensure minimum design quality in Fire Protection System Engineering Documents, said documents shall include as a minimum the following information when applicable:
(a) through (g) No Change.
(h) Abnormally High Rates of Microbial Induced Corrosion (MIC). The Engineer of Record shall make reasonable efforts to identify water supplies and environmental factors that will result in abnormally high rates of corrosion could lead to Microbial Induced Corrosion (MIC). Such efforts may consist of discussions with the local water purveyor and/or fire official, familiarity with conditions in the local area, or laboratory testing of water supplies. When conditions are found that may result in abnormally high rates of corrosion MIC contamination of the fire protection piping, the engineer shall design corrective measures. For purposes of this rule, “Abnormally High Rates of Corrosion” means a rate of corrosion that significantly decreases the expected service life of a fire protection system. Examples of causes of abnormally high rates of corrosion include exposure to salt air, saltwater, or raw water supply; chlorine laden atmosphere; introduction of oxygenated water; and microbially induced corrosion.
(i) through (m) No Change.
(5) through (7) No Change.
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