Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Economic Self-Sufficiency Program
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 

65A-4.212
Up-Front Diversion

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: Align the rule with statutory provisions regarding diversion pursuant to Chapter Law 2024-240.

SUMMARY: Amendments: (1) clean up the structure and (2) adds that the Local Workforce Development Board is responsible for the intake screening for temporary cash assistance recipients in the diversion program in accordance with section 445.035, F.S.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

A SERC has not been prepared.

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The Department used a checklist to conduct an economic analysis and determine if there is an adverse impact or regulatory costs associated with this rule that exceeds the criteria in section 120.541(2)(a), F.S. Based upon this analysis, the Department has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 414.45, 445.017(6) FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 445.017 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Elizabeth Floyd. Elizabeth can be reached at Elizabeth.Floyd@myflfamilies.com.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
65A-4.212 Up-Front Diversion.
(1) Pre-screening. Individuals applying for temporary cash assistance (TCA) and who indicate an interest for up-front diversion must be TCA eligible in order to be referred to the Local Workforce Development Board (LWDB) designee for screening to determine up-front diversion eligibility. LWDBs will complete an up-front diversion screening to determine if due to an unexpected circumstance or emergency situation they have short-term barriers to obtain and maintain employment or child support that could be met through up-front diversion or if ongoing TCA is needed.
(2) Screening. The LWDB designee is responsible for screening applicants to determine if due to an unexpected circumstance or emergency situation they have short-term barriers to obtain and maintain employment or child support that could be met through up-front diversion or if ongoing TCA is needed. The LWDB is also responsible for administering an intake survey at the time of screening in accordance with section 445.035, F.S. The LWDB designee is responsible for determining up-front diversion eligibility and approval on a case-by-case basis for the receipt of up-front diversion services, up-front diversion payment amount, or both in accordance with Section 445.017, F.S. The applicant must meet the following eligibility criteria for up-front diversion:
(a) The applicant has a child(ren) under age 18 (or age 18 if the child is still a full-time student in secondary school or at the equivalent level of vocational or technical training) residing in the home or a pregnant woman in the family and meets TCA eligibility criteria in accordance with Sections 414.0252(8) and 414.095(5), (14)(a), F.S.;
(b) An explanation by the family of the unexpected circumstance or emergency situation and what may be needed to resolve it; and,
(c) A determination by the LWDB designee and the applicant whether or not the up-front diversion intervention will assist the family to overcome barriers to employment or child support and eliminate the need for ongoing TCA
(3) Eligibility. The LWDB designee is responsible for determining up-front diversion eligibility and approval on a case-by-case basis for the receipt of up-front diversion services, up-front diversion payment amount, or both in accordance with Section 445.017, F.S. The applicant must meet the following eligibility criteria for up-front diversion:
(a) The applicant has a child(ren) under age 18 (or age 18 if the child is still a full-time student in secondary school or at the equivalent level of vocational or technical training) residing in the home or a pregnant woman in the family and meets TCA eligibility criteria in accordance with Sections 414.0252(8) and 414.095(5), (14)(a), F.S.;
(b) An explanation by the family of the unexpected circumstance or emergency situation and what may be needed to resolve it; and,
(c) A determination by the LWDB designee and the applicant whether or not the up-front diversion intervention will assist the family to overcome barriers to employment or child support and eliminate the need for ongoing TCA.
(3) through (11) are redesignated (4) through (12) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 414.45, 445.017(6) FS. Law Implemented 445.017 FS. History–New 1-27-98, Amended 6-10-01, 2-2-20. Amended                   .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Travae Brown

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Shevaun L. Harris

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: February 28, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: October 30, 2024

