Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Division of Early Learning
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 

6M-8.620
Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Coordinated Screening and Progress Monitoring Program

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To explain the use of child assessment data following the administration of the coordinated screening and progress monitoring program at a public or private VPK provider to identify students who have a substantial deficiency in early literacy and early mathematics skills, establishing eligibility for the New Worlds Scholarship Account.

SUMMARY: The rule establishes the coordinated screening and progress monitoring program implemented in all public and private VPK programs, as required by section 1002.68, F.S. The rule outlines the role and responsibilities of VPK providers, Early Learning Coalitions, and school districts in administering the coordinated screening and progress monitoring program and describes the use of child assessment data following administration of the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system to identify students who exhibit a substantial deficiency in early literacy or early mathematical skills and establish eligibility for additional supports through the New Worlds Scholarship Account.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The agency conducted an economic analysis for the proposed rule which determined that there are no potential regulatory costs that exceed the criteria under section 120.541(2)(a), F.S. and will not require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(2)(n), 1002.79, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1002.68, 1008.25(9), F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 

DATE AND TIME: June 4, 2025, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Miami Dade College, Wolfson Campus, 254 N.E. 4th St., Building 3, Chapman Conference Room 3210, Miami, FL 33132.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Cassandra Jackson, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, FL 32399, Telephone: (850)717-8583 or email: Cassandra.Jackson@del.fldoe.org.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6M-8.620 Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Coordinated Screening and Progress Monitoring Program.
(1) Definitions. As used in this rule:
(a) “Coordinated Screening and Progress Monitoring Program” is the statewide, standardized program implemented in all VPK programs as required by Section (s.) 1002.68, F.S. The progress monitoring results shall be used to identify student learning gains, index development learning outcomes upon program completion relative to the performance standards in early literacy and mathematics established under s. 1002.67(1)(a), F.S., and representative norms, and inform a private prekindergarten provider’s and public school’s performance metric.
(b) through (f) No change. 
(2) through (3) No change. 
(4) Early Learning Coalition and School District Responsibilities.
(a) No change.  
(b) The coalition or school district administrator must access the available reports during progress monitoring windows to verify which VPK programs have administered the progress monitoring for PM1, PM2 (school-year programs only), and PM3.
(c) Each coalition coalitions must document attempts to notify VPK programs that have not administered the progress monitoring for PM1, PM2 (school-year programs only), and PM3.
(d) No change. 
(5) Utilization of Results. In addition to the use of the results to inform a provider’s performance metric and the other uses stated in s. 1002.68(1)(a), F.S., the progress monitoring results must be used to identify children having a substantial deficiency in early literacy skills, provided in Rule 6A-6.053, F.A.C., and children having a substantial deficiency in early mathematics skills, provided in Rule 6A-6.0533, F.A.C., establishing eligibility for the New Worlds Scholarship Account under s. 1002.411, F.S.
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