Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Division of Historical Resources
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
1A-39.001
Division of Historical Resources Grant Programs & Requirements

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of this rule amendment is to update and establish in rule the most recent grant program documents for the Small Matching, Special Category, and Abandoned African-American Cemeteries Grant Programs. The rule amendment would make changes to the programs' grant guidelines, grant application forms, grant award agreement forms, and other forms necessary to administer the grant programs.

SUMMARY: The proposed rule amendment would incorporate updated grant program documents as materials incorporated by reference in Rule 1A-39.001.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The Department used a checklist to conduct an economic analysis and determine whether there is an adverse impact or regulatory costs associated with this rule that exceeds the criteria in section 120.541(2)(a), Florida Statutes. Based on this analysis, it was determined that the Department's proposed rule does not increase fees or otherwise impose any other costs, directly or indirectly, on the regulated industry. Based on this information, the Department determined there will be no adverse impact to small businesses and the potential regulatory costs of the proposed rule do not exceed any of the criteria established in section 120.541(2)(a), Florida Statutes. Additionally, no interested party submitted additional information regarding the economic impact.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Sections 267.031(1), 267.0617(5), and 267.21(3), Florida Statutes.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Sections 267.0617(2), (3), and 267.21(2), Florida Statutes.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: September 4, 2026, 10:00 a.m.

PLACE: R.A. Gray Building, 500 S. Bronough St., Tallahassee, FL 32399

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Jon Morris, Chief Deputy General Counsel, Florida Department of State, at (850)245-6515 or Jon.Morris@DOS.FL.GOV.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

1A-39.001 Division of Historical Resources Grant Programs & Requirements.
(1) through (2) No change.
(3) All grant applicants must meet the requirements set forth in the Historic Preservation Grants-in-Aid Small Matching Grant Guidelines, effective XX/XXXX 07/2025, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19787 18177, Special Category Grant Guidelines, effective XX/XXXX 07/2025, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19788 18178, and Abandoned African-American Cemeteries Grant Guidelines, effective XX/XXXX 07/2025, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19789 18179, which are available from the Division of Historical Resources (Division) and are hereby incorporated by reference.
(a) through (c) No change.
(4) The following application forms are available from the Division at http://www.dos.myflorida.com/historical/grants, and are hereby incorporated by reference: 
(a) Small Matching Grant Application (Form DHR001), effective XX/XXXX 07/2025, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19803 18180. 
(b) Special Category Grant Application (Form DHR002), effective XX/XXXX 07/2025, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19804 18181.
(c) Abandoned African-American Cemeteries Grant Application (Form DHR009), effective XX/XXXX 07/2025, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19805 18182.
(5) The following forms are used in the administration of all Historic Preservation Grants-in-Aid and are hereby incorporated by reference and available at http://www.dos.myflorida.com/historical/grants:
(a) No change.
(b) Preservation Agreement (Form DHR007), effective XX/XXXX 05/2018, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19806 09337.
(c) No change. 
(d) Grant Award Agreement (Form GAA001), effective XX/XXXX 07/2025, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19808 18184.
(e) Abandoned African-American Cemeteries Grant Award Agreement (Form GAA002), effective XX/XXXX 07/2025, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19809 18185.
(6) No change. 
(7) Additional Requirements. The following additional requirements apply to the Division’s historic preservation grants-in-aid programs:
(a) No change. 
(b) Historic properties receiving historic preservation grants-in-aid assistance from the Division will be maintained consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties with Guidelines for Preserving, Rehabilitating, Restoring and Reconstructing Historic Buildings (“Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties”) Rehabilitation, effective 2017, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19810 09341, herein incorporated by reference, in accordance with the terms of either a Preservation Agreement or Restrictive Covenant.
(c) All grant funding provided by the Small Matching Grant Program and Special Category Grant Program must be utilized in accordance with the standards, as applicable to the specific project type, contained in the Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties as incorporated into paragraph (7)(b), and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation, published in the Federal Register at 48 Fed. Reg. 44716 effective (September 29, 1983), http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-19811 08164, which are herein incorporated by reference, and include:
1. The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties (revised 2017),
2. through 5. Renumbered 1. through 4. No change.
(d) through (e) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority 267.031(1), 267.0617(5), 267.21(3) FS. Law Implemented 267.0617(2), (3), 267.21(2) FS. History–New 10-14-09, Amended 4-21-15, 9-2-15, 6-15-16, 6-1-17, 5-10-18, 5-20-19, 5-7-20, 6-8-21, 7-19-22, 7-6-23, 11-29-23, 7-14-24, 7-16-25,              .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Alissa Lotane, Director, Division of Historical Resources.

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Cord Byrd, Secretary of State.

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: June 3, 2026

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: March 5, 2026
