Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-4.0021
Florida Teacher Certification Examinations

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To adopt and incorporate new Florida Teacher Certification Examination (FTCE) competencies and skills, effective September 1, 2025, for the following examinations: Educational Media Specialist PK-12 and Health K-12. Additionally, this amendment revises the fee collection tables in subsection (4) to reflect current policy and practice by removing references to “first-time” and “retake” registrations, as well as “full battery” tests.

SUMMARY: Section 1012.56(10)(b), F.S., requires the State Board of Education (SBE) to specify, by rule, examination competencies and skills and establish uniform evaluation guidelines and passing scores for the FTCE. Accepted professional practice for assessment programs, such as the FTCE, requires periodic review of all program aspects impacted by SBE Rule, including the review and revision of the competencies and skills assessed. Rule 6A-4.0021(9)(gg), F.A.C., specifies that the Department shall review these tests in 5-year cycles. Accordingly, it is time to update the competencies and skills for two subject area examinations, Educational Media Specialist PK-12 and Health K-12. The proposed rule revises the fee collection tables in subsection (4) to reflect current policy and practice by removing references to “first-time” and “retake” registrations, as well as “full battery” tests.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule amendment adopts and incorporates new FTCE competencies and skills. Based upon prior experience, the proposed rule amendment is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth or business competitiveness or increase regulatory costs or any other factor set forth in s. 120.541(2), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02, 1012.55(1), 1012.56(10)(b), (14), 1012.59(1), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1012.55, 1012.56, 1012.59, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: July 16, 2025, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Rosen Shingle Creek, 9939 Universal Blvd., Wekiwa 7/8, Orlando, Florida 32819.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Phil Canto, Chief, Bureau of Postsecondary Assessment, Division of Accountability, Research, and Measurement, Office of Assessment, 325 W. Gaines Street, Suite 414, Tallahassee, FL 32399, (850)245-0513

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
6A-4.0021 Florida Teacher Certification Examinations.
(1) No change. 
(2) Description of the examinations and competencies to be demonstrated.
(a) through (b) No change. 
(c) The following competencies are to be demonstrated by means of the written examinations:
1. Between June 1, 2022, and December 31, 2022, the general knowledge competencies and skills contained in the publication “Competencies and Skills Required for Teacher Certification in Florida, Twenty-Sixth Edition,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14164), which is incorporated by reference and made part of this rule effective June 1, 2022. Beginning January 1, 2023, and August 31, 2025, the general knowledge competencies and skills contained in the publication “Competencies and Skills Required for Teacher Certification in Florida, Twenty-Seventh Edition,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14906), which is incorporated by reference and made part of this rule effective January 1, 2023. Beginning September 1, 2025, the subject area competencies and skills contained in the publication “Competencies and Skills Required for Teacher Certification in Florida, Twenty-Eighth Edition,” (DOS link), which is incorporated by reference and made part of this rule effective September 1, 2025. These publications may be obtained by contacting the Division of Accountability, Research and Measurement, Department of Education, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400.
2. Between June 1, 2022, and December 31, 2022, the professional education competencies and skills contained in the publication “Competencies and Skills Required for Teacher Certification in Florida, Twenty-Sixth Edition,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14164), which is incorporated by reference and made part of this rule effective June 1, 2022. Beginning January 1, 2023, and August 31, 2025, the professional education competencies and skills contained in the publication “Competencies and Skills Required for Teacher Certification in Florida, Twenty-Seventh Edition,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14906), which is incorporated by reference and made part of this rule effective January 1, 2023. Beginning September 1, 2025, the subject area competencies and skills contained in the publication “Competencies and Skills Required for Teacher Certification in Florida, Twenty-Eighth Edition,” (DOS link), which is incorporated by reference and made part of this rule effective September 1, 2025. These publications may be obtained by contacting the Division of Accountability, Research and Measurement, Department of Education, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400.
3. Between June 1, 2022, and December 31, 2022, the subject area competencies and skills contained in the publication “Competencies and Skills Required for Teacher Certification in Florida, Twenty-Sixth Edition,” (http://www.rules.org/Gateway/reference/asp?No=Ref-14164), which is incporated by reference and made part of this rule effective June 1, 2022. Beginning January 1, 2023, and August 31, 2025, the subject area competencies and skills contained in the publication “Competencies and Skills Required for Teacher Certification in Florida, Twenty-Seventh Edition,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14906), which is incorporated by reference and made part of this rule effective January 1, 2023. Beginning September 1, 2025, the subject area competencies and skills contained in the publication “Competencies and Skills Required for Teacher Certification in Florida, Twenty-Eighth Edition,” (DOS link), which is incorporated by reference and made part of this rule effective September 1, 2025. These publications may be obtained by contacting the Division of Accountability, Research and Measurement, Department of Education, 325 West Gaines Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0400.
(3) Administration of the examinations.
(a) through (d) No change. 
(e) An examinee may not retake a passed examination, subtest, or section unless:
1. through 2. No change. 
3. The examinee has applied for reinstatement of an expired professional certification, pursuant to subsection 6A-4.0051(9)(8), F.A.C.
(4) Registration, fees, and refunds.
(a) No change. 
(b) Beginning April 22, 2019, registration fees shall be as follows:
	Examination
	Fee

	General Knowledge Test, First-Time Registration (Full Battery)
	$130.00

	General Knowledge Test, Single Subtest Retake Registration
	$32.50

	General Knowledge Test, Two Subtests Retake Registration
	$65.00

	General Knowledge Test, Three Subtests Retake Registration
	$97.50

	General Knowledge Test, Full Battery Retake Registration
	$130.00

	Professional Education Test, First-Time Registration
	$150.00

	Professional Education Test, Retake Registration
	$150.00

	Subject Area Examination, First-Time Registration
	$150.00

	Subject Area Examination, Retake Registration
	$150.00


(c) Beginning April 22, 2019, registration fees for Elementary Education K-6 and Prekindergarten/Primary PK-3 shall be as follows:
	Elementary Education K-6 and Prekindergarten/Primary PK-3
	Fee

	First-Time Registration (Full Battery) 
	$150.00

	Single Subtest Retake Registration 
	$37.50

	Two Subtests Retake Registration
	$75.00

	Three Subtests Retake Registration
	$112.50

	Full Battery Retake Registration
	$150.00


(d) Beginning April 22, 2019, registration fees for Elementary Education K-6 shall be as follows:
	Elementary Education K-6
	Fee

	First-Time Registration (Full Battery)
	$150.00

	Single Subtest Retake Registration
	$37.50

	Two Subtests Retake Registration
	$75.00

	Three Subtests Retake Registration
	$112.50

	Full Battery Retake Registration
	$150.00


(d)(e) Beginning April 22, 2019, registration fees for English 6-12 and Middle Grades English 5-9 shall be as follows:
	English 6-12 and Middle Grades English 5-9
	Fee

	First-Time Registration (Full Battery)
	$150.00

	Single Subtest Section Retake Registration
	$75.00

	Full Battery Retake Registration
	$150.00


(e)(f) No change. 
(5) through (15) No change.
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