Notice of Development of Rulemaking

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

6A-6.03028
Provision of Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) and Development of Individual Educational Plans for Students with Disabilities

6A-6.03029
Development of Individualized Family Support Plans for Children with Disabilities Ages Birth Through Five Years

6A-6.03030
Exceptional Student Education Eligibility for Infants or Toddlers Birth Through Two Years Old who have Established Conditions

6A-6.03031
Exceptional Student Education Eligibility for Infants and Toddlers Birth Through Two Years Old who are Developmentally Delayed

6A-6.0331
General Education Intervention Procedures, Evaluation, Determination of Eligibility, Reevaluation and the Provision of Exceptional Student Education Services

6A-6.03311
Procedural Safeguards and Due Process Procedures for Parents and Students with Disabilities

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: During the 2025 Legislative Session, s. 391.3081, F.S., was created with the passing of Senate Bill 112, Children with Developmental Disabilities. The statute establishes the Early Steps Extended Option, extending Early Steps Program services beyond age three to the beginning of the school year following a child's fourth birthday, with specific transition planning requirements. The purpose of the rule amendments is to reflect the updates. These rules need to be updated to reflect the age change from three years old to four years old if the parent decides to extend Early Steps Program services. During the 2025 Legislative Session, s. 1003.4282, F.S., was amended with the passing of House Bill 1105. Rule 6A-6.03028, Provision of Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) and Development of Individual Educational Plans for Students with Disabilities, will also be amended to remove the certificate of completion. Rule 6A-6.0331, General Education Intervention Procedures, Evaluation, Determination of Eligibility, Reevaluation and the Provision of Exceptional Student Education Services, will also be amended to update the timeline to conduct an evaluation, with inclement weather/natural disasters exempted from the timeline. Other changes may be considered.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Students with disabilities.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02, (1), (2)(n), 1003.01, (9)(a), (b), 1003.21, (1)(e), 1003.4203(8), 1003.4282(8), 1003.55(2), (6), 1003.57, (1)(c), 1003.571, 1003.5715, 1003.5716, 1008.212, 1008.22, F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1001.03(8), 1002.33, 1003.01, (9)(a), (9)(b), 1003.21, (1)(e), 1003.4203, 1003.4282, 1003.55, 1003.57, (1)(c), 1003.571(2), 1003.5715(8), 1003.5716(1), 1008.212(7), 1008.22(15), F.S.

IF REQUESTED IN WRITING AND NOT DEEMED UNNECESSARY BY THE AGENCY HEAD, A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW:

DATE AND TIME: June 24, 2025, 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m., ET or upon conclusion of business, whichever is earlier.

PLACE: https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YzViNDUxNjYtYmNmZi00MmU1LWEzOWQtOTcwMWM4MDU2ZWI5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2263bf107b-cb6f-4173-8c1c-1406bb5cb794%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22421a4ac7-a86d-4351-a1bb-4329bf2dc67c%22%7d

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Patricia Bodiford, Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services, DOEBEESS@fldoe.org. To comment on this rule development or to request a rule development workshop, please go to https://web02.fldoe.org/rules or contact: Chris Emerson, Director, Office of Executive Management, Christian.Emerson@fldoe.org.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS NOT AVAILABLE.
