Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-6.053
District Comprehensive Evidence-Based Reading Plan

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: This rule sets forth requirements for the District Comprehensive Evidence-Based Reading Plan (CERP), which must be submitted to the Department annually for approval. Amendments to the rule will expand identification criteria for students with a substantial deficiency in reading and will require districts to describe how they prioritize the assignment of highly effective teachers in kindergarten to grade 2 in their CERP, pursuant to House Bill 1255 and section 1001.215(6), F.S.

SUMMARY: The rule amendment expands the criteria for having a substantial deficiency in reading and adds requirements for the CERP.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth or business competitiveness, or increase regulatory costs or any other factors listed in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. Based on the nature of these changes and prior experience with this rule, no increase in regulatory costs is anticipated.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1001.215(6), 1003.4201, 1008.25(11), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1001.215, 1003.4201, 1008.25, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: July 16, 2025, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: Rosen Shingle Creek, 9939 Universal Blvd., Wekiwa 7/8, Orlando, FL 32819.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Michelle Barash, Executive Director, Just Read, Florida! Michelle.Barash2@fldoe.org or (850)245-9539

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
6A-6.053 District Comprehensive Evidence-Based Reading Plan.
(1) through (5) No change.
(6) Students with a Substantial Deficiency in Reading.
(a) Identification. A kindergarten through grade 3 student is identified as having a substantial deficiency in reading if the student:
1. The student is identified as in need of Tier 3 interventions; 
2. A student in grades K-3 demonstrates through progress monitoring, formative assessments, or teacher observation data, minimum skill levels for reading competency in one or more of the six (6) components of reading; and
1. The student is identified as in need of Tier 3 interventions; or
2. The student was retained the previous school year; or
3.a. For kindergarten through grade 2, the student scores: 
a. Bbelow the tenth (10th) percentile or is unable to complete the practice items on the designated grade-level assessment at the beginning or, middle, or end of the year test administration of the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system pursuant to s. 1008.25(9), F.S.; or
b. Level 1 at the end of the year For grades 1 and 2, the student scores below the tenth (10th) percentile or is unable to complete the practice items on the designated grade-level assessment for the specified test administration of the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system pursuant to for s. 1008.25(9), F.S.; or
4.c. For grade 3, the student scores: 
a. Bbelow the twentieth (20th) percentile at the beginning or middle of the year test administration of the coordinated screening and progress monitoring system pursuant to s. 1008.25(9), F.S.; or
b.3. A student in grade 3 scores a Level 1 on the end-of-year statewide, standardized English Language Arts (ELA) assessment, pursuant to s. 1008.22(3)(a), F.S.
(b) No change.
(c) Required Plan. 
1. through 2. No change. 
(d) No change. 
(7) through (8) No Change. 
(9) CERP Submission, Approval, and Evaluation by the Department. 
(a) No change. 
(b) CERP Requirements. The CERP must demonstrate that the district is able to implement its reading plan with fidelity, that the plan uses data to drive decision-making, that the plan is designed to meet the needs of all students, and that the plan allocates sufficient resources toward each component. In order to be approved, CERPs must comply with the requirements found in subsections (3)-(8) and paragraph (10)(a) and must contain the following:
1. through 2. No change.
3. Descriptions of:
a. through e. No change.
f. How the district prioritizes the assignment of highly effective teachers, as identified in s. 1012.34(2)(e), F.S., from kindergarten to grade 2;
f. through p. renumbered g. through q. No change.
4. No change.
(c) No change. 
(10) through (11) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1003.4201, 1008.25(11), 1001.215(6), F.S. Law Implemented 1001.215, 1003.4201, 1008.2, F.S. History–New 6-19-08, Amended 4-21-11, 2-17-15, 12-22-19, 2-16-21, 3-15-22, 2-21-23, 2-20-24, 11-18-24, 5-13-25,
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Paul Burns

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Manny Diaz Jr.

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: June 2, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: May 2, 2025
