Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
62-302.200
Definitions

62-302.300
Findings, Intent, and Antidegradation Policy for Surface Water Quality

62-302.400
Classification of Surface Waters, Usage, Reclassification, Classified Waters

62-302.530
Table: Surface Water Quality Criteria

62-302.531
Numeric Interpretations of Narrative Nutrient Criteria

62-302.532
Estuary-Specific Numeric Interpretations of the Narrative Nutrient Criterion

62-302.533
Dissolved Oxygen Criteria for Class I, Class II, Class III, and Class III-Limited Waters

62-302.700
Special Protection, Outstanding Florida Waters, Outstanding National Resource Waters

62-302.800
Site Specific Alternative Criteria

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Department is revising a variety of rule provisions in Chapter 62-302, F.A.C., as part of the federally required “Triennial Review” of Florida’s water quality standards. Proposed changes, which are described below, will serve to update Florida’s water quality standards to better protect Florida’s surface water resources by updating water quality criteria and clarifying existing rule language.

SUMMARY: The Department is amending Chapter 62-302, F.A.C., to: 1) add text to the definition of natural background to account for other scientifically valid approaches to establish natural background for altered waterbodies, 2) revise the definition for “stream” to clarify the process to demonstrate a waterbody is non-perennial, 3) update rule references, 4) add cross-references to biological standard operating procedures and Primers that are incorporated by reference into Chapter 62-160, F.A.C., to reflect the most recently adopted versions, 5) add language incorporating compliance schedule authorization provisions, 6) revise the Numeric Nutrient Criteria Implementation document to focus the document to those sections determined to be Florida water quality standards by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and focus on clarifying the implementation of Florida’s numeric nutrient standard for streams, 7) add text to paragraph 62-302.400(17), F.A.C., to notify readers that waters listed as Class I-Treated have not been submitted to or approved by EPA and will remain Class III until the classification and reclassification are approved by EPA, 8) clarify rule language describing the spatial extent of Class II waters (shellfish propagation or harvesting) and incorporate maps by reference of Class II waters in Bay, Charlotte, Collier, Duval, Escambia, Flagler, Gulf, Hillsborough, Jefferson, Lee, Manatee, Martin, Monroe, Nassau, Okaloosa, Palm Beach, Pinellas, St. Johns, Santa Rosa, Sarasota, and Wakulla Counties, 9) add language to clarify the range of temperature values used to calculate the applicable Total Ammonia Nitrogen criterion, 10) revise the fecal coliform bacteria criterion applicable to Class II waters, 11) add minimum sample collection requirements for the monthly geometric mean E.coli and Enterococci criteria, 12) clarify the implementation of the ten percentile threshold value (TPTV) E. coli criterion applicable to Class III freshwaters to address small sample sizes, 13) clarify the implementation of the TPTV Enterococci criterion applicable to Class III marine waters to address small sample sizes, 14) revise the Estuary Nutrient Region (ENR) maps for Blackwater Bay, Lower Halifax River Estuary River, St. Marks River Estuary, Clam Bay, Lower St. Johns River and Tributaries, and Upper South Fork St. Lucie River, 15) revise the Florida Coastal Segment map, 16) add time-of-day adjustments for ambient dissolved oxygen data to mirror the text in the Impaired Water Rule (Chapter 62-303, F.A.C.), 17) add the Nature Coast Aquatic Preserve, which was designated an Outstanding Florida Water (OFW) by the Florida legislature effective July 1, 2020, to the table of OFWs, 18) revise references to definitions of “canals” and “channels” in the descriptions of Special Waters OFWs to reference statutory definitions, 19) add requirements for entities to provide information about the occurrence of threatened and endangered species and critical habitat within the waters proposed for Type II site specific alternative criteria (SSACs), and 20) add FPL Martin County Total Ammonia Nitrogen (TAN) Type II SSAC.

Other Rules Incorporating This Rule: Chapter 62-302, F.A.C., is referenced by the following rules: 
18-2.021, 62-4.160, 62-4.241, 62-4.242, 62-4.244, 62-4.246, 62-25.001, 62-25.025, 62-25.080, 62-40.120, 62-40.210, 62-45.070, 62-45.170, 62-110.106, 62-113.200, 62-301.100, 62-302.200, 62-302.300, 62-302.400, 62-302.500, 62-302.520, 62-302.530, 62-302.531, 62-302.532, 62-302.540, 62-302.700, 62-302.800, 62-303.100, 62-303.200, 62-303.320, 62-303.330, 62-303.351, 62-303.352, 62-303.353, 62-303.354, 62-303.370, 62-303.390, 62-303.400, 62-303.430, 62-303.450, 62-303.720, 62-304.310, 62-304.335, 62-312.400, 62-330.100, 62-330.200, 62-330.405, 62-330.410, 62-330.412, 62-330.630, 62-340.700, 62-346.050, 62-346.051, 62-346.301, 62-348.200, 62-520.200, 62-520.520, 62-528.610, 62-528.630, 62-600.120, 62-600.200, 62-600.300, 62-600.400, 62-600.430, 62-600.440, 62-600.500, 62-600.520, 62-610.200, 62-610.300, 62-610.310, 62-610.554, 62-610.555, 62-610.650, 62-610.670, 62-610.810, 62-610.820, 62-610.830, 62-610.850, 62-610.860, 62-611.110, 62-611.200, 62-611.450, 62-611.500, 62-611.600, 62-611.650, 62-611.700, 62-620.320, 62-620.620, 62-621.303, 62-624.800, 62-625.400, 62-640.400, 62-650.300, 62-660.300, 62-673.340, 62-673.610, 62-701.200, 62-709.500, 62-711.540, 62-761.200, 62-762.201, 62-770.200, 62-771.100, 62-777.150, 62-777.170, 62-780.200, 62-782.200, 62-785.200, 62B-49.008, 62B-49.012, 62C-16.0051, F.A.C.

Summary of Effects on Other Rules Incorporating by this Rule by Reference:

The other rules that cross-reference these rules do not require any corrections or amendments by the Department as a result of the proposed revisions.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has been prepared by the Agency. 
The SERC prepared by the agency is accessible at https://floridadep.gov/dear/water-quality-standards/content/triennial-review-water-quality-standards. The revisions to Chapter 62-302, F.A.C., are primarily either clarifications or provide additional flexibility in implementation, and thus, are not expected to result in additional costs.

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: 
Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.088, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804, 403.805 FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 373.414, 403.021, 403.021(11), 403.031, 403.061, 403.062, 403.067, 403.085, 403.086, 403.087, 403.088, 403.101, 403.141, 403.161, 403.182, 403.502, 403.504, 403.702, 403.708, 403.802 FS.
A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: September 25, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. EDT

PLACE: Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building, Room 137, 3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, Tallahassee, Florida

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this workshop/meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 10 days before the workshop/meeting by contacting: DEP’s Limited English Proficiency Coordinator at 850-245-2118 or LEP@FloridaDEP.gov. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: DeAsia Armster, Water Quality Standards Program, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS 6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400; telephone (850)245-8429, email WQS_Rulemaking@FloridaDEP.gov.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS: 
62-302.200 Definitions.

As used in this chapter:

(1) “Acute toxicity” shall mean a concentration greater than one-third (1/3) of the amount lethal to 50% of the test organisms in 96 hours (96 hr LC50) for a species protective of the indigenous aquatic community for a substance not identified in paragraph 62-302.500(1)(c) or (d), F.A.C., or for mixtures of substances, including effluents.
(2) through (15) No change.
(16) “Lake” shall mean, for purposes of interpreting the narrative nutrient criterion in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., a lentic fresh waterbody with a relatively long water residence time and an open water area that is free from emergent vegetation under typical hydrologic and climatic conditions. Aquatic plants, as defined in subsection 62-340.200(1), F.A.C., may be present in the open water. Lakes do not include springs, wetlands, or streams (except portions of streams that exhibit lake-like characteristics, such as long water residence time, increased width, or predominance of biological taxa typically found in non-flowing conditions).

(17) “Lake Vegetation Index (LVI)” shall mean a Biological Health Assessment that measures lake biological health in predominantly freshwaters using aquatic and wetland plants, performed and calculated in accordance with the requirements as set forth in Rule 62-160.210, F.A.C. using the Standard Operating Procedures for the LVI in the document titled LVI 1000: Lake Vegetation Index Methods (DEP-SOP-003/11 LVI 1000), dated 3/1/14 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06037), and the methodology in Sampling and Use of the Lake Vegetation Index (LVI) for Assessing Lake Plant Communities in Florida: A Primer (DEP-SAS-002/11), dated 10-24-11 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06038), which are incorporated by reference herein. Copies of the documents may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400.

(18) No change.

(19) “Natural background” shall mean the condition of waters in the absence of man-induced alterations based on the best scientific information available to the Department. The establishment of natural background for an altered waterbody may be based upon a similar unaltered waterbody, historical pre-alteration data, paleolimnological examination of sediment cores, or examination of geology and soils, or other scientifically valid approaches. When determining natural background conditions for a lake, the lake’s location and regional characteristics as described and depicted in the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency document titled La
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ons of Florida (EPA/R-97/127, dated 1997, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Health and Environmental Effects Research Laboratory, Corvallis, OR) (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06267), which is incorporated by reference herein, shall also be considered. The lake regions in this document are grouped according to ambient total phosphorus and total nitrogen concentrations in the following lake zones:

(a) through (k) No change.
(20) through (21) No change.

(22) “Nutrient” shall mean total nitrogen or (TN), total phosphorus (TP), including totals and or their organic or inorganic components forms.

(23) “Nutrient response variable” shall mean a biological variable, such as chlorophyll a, biomass, or structure of the phytoplankton, periphyton or vascular plant community, that responds to nutrient load or concentration in a predictable and measurable manner. For purposes of interpreting paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., dissolved oxygen (DO) shall also be considered a nutrient response variable if it is demonstrated for the waterbody that DO conditions result in biological imbalance and the DO responds to a nutrient load or concentration in a predictable and measurable manner.

(24) through (27) No change.
(28) “Pollution” shall mean the presence in the outdoor atmosphere or waters of the state of any substances, contaminants, noise, or man-made or human-induced impairment of air or waters or man-induced alteration of the chemical, physical, biological or radiological integrity of air or water in quantities or at levels which are or may be potentially harmful or injurious to human health or welfare, animal or plant life, or property or which unreasonably interfere with the enjoyment of life or property, including outdoor recreation unless authorized by applicable law.

(29) through (35) No change.

(36) “Stream” shall mean, for purposes of interpreting the narrative nutrient criterion in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., under paragraph 62-302.531(2)(c), F.A.C., a predominantly fresh surface waterbody with perennial flow in a defined channel with banks during typical climatic and hydrologic conditions for its region within the state. During periods of drought, portions of a stream channel may exhibit a dry bed, but wetted pools are typically still present during these conditions. For a flowing waterbody or waterbody segment to be considered perennial it must exhibit measurable flow for at least 180 consecutive days in greater than 50% of years. Flowing waterbodies or segments of flowing waterbodies that exhibit lesser flow duration shall be considered non-perennial unless there is site-specific bioassessment information based on the resident flora or fauna that an aquatic community is present that would require perennial flow. Evaluation of waters considered streams shall be consistent with the “Implementation of Florida’s Numeric Nutrient Standard for Streams, June 2025”, effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18131), which is incorporated by reference herein. Copies of the implementation document may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400. Streams do not include:

(a) Non-perennial waterbody water segments where site specific bioassessment information or flow data indicate fluctuating hydrologic conditions, including periods of desiccation;, typically result in the dominance of wetland and/or terrestrial taxa (and corresponding reduction in obligate fluvial or lotic taxa);, wetlands;, portions of streams that exhibit lake characteristics (e.g., long water residence time, increased width, or predominance of biological taxa typically found in non-flowing conditions);, or tidally influenced segments that routinely reverse the direction of flows or fluctuate between predominantly marine and predominantly fresh waters during typical climatic and hydrologic conditions, or

(b) No change.

(37) “Stream Condition Index (SCI)” shall mean a Biological Health Assessment that measures stream biological health in predominantly freshwaters using benthic macroinvertebrates, performed and calculated in accordance with the requirements as set forth in Rule 62-160.210, F.A.C. using the Standard Operating Procedures for the SCI in the document titled SCI 1000: Stream Condition Index Methods (DEP-SOP-003/11 SCI 1000), dated 3/1/14 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06039), and the methodology in Sampling and Use of the Stream Condition Index (SCI) for Assessing Flowing Waters: A Primer (DEP-SAS-001/11), dated 10-24-11 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06040), which are incorporated by reference herein. Copies of the documents may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400. For water quality standards purposes, the Stream Condition Index shall not apply in the South Florida Nutrient Watershed Region.

(38) through (42) No change.

(43) “Waters” shall be as defined in Section 403.031(13), F.S.

(44) No change.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.087, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804, 403.805 FS. Law Implemented, 403.021(11), 403.031, 403.061, 403.062, 403.085, 403.086, 403.087, 403.088, 403.502, 403.802 FS. History–New 5-29-90, Amended 2-13-92, Formerly 17-302.200, Amended 1-23-95, 5-15-02, 4-2-08, 7-3-12, 8-1-13, 2-17-16,___.
Editorial Note: Rule subsections 62-302.200(1)-(3), (5), (7), (9)-(15), (18)-(21), (29)-(30), (34), (38), (40), (42), and (44), became effective on 7-3-12, 20 days after filing the rule certification package for Florida’s numeric nutrient standards. Rule subsections 62-302.200(4), (16)-(17), (22)-(25), (35)-(37), and (39), will become effective upon approval by EPA in their entirety, conclusion of rulemaking by EPA to repeal its federal numeric nutrient criterion for Florida, and EPA’s determination that Florida’s rules address its January 2009 determination that numeric nutrient criteria are needed in Florida.
62-302.300 Findings, Intent, and Antidegradation Policy for Surface Water Quality.

(1) through (16) No change.

(17) If the Department finds that a proposed new discharge or expansion of an existing discharge will not reduce the quality of the receiving waters below the classification established for them, it shall permit the discharge if such degradation is necessary or desirable under federal standards and under circumstances which are clearly in the public interest, and if all other Department requirements are met. Projects permitted under Part IV of Chapter 373, F.S., shall be considered in compliance with this subsection if those projects comply with the requirements of Section 373.414(1), F.S.; also projects permitted under the grandfather provisions of Sections 373.414(11) through (16), F.S., or permitted under Section 373.414(5) 373.4145, F.S., shall be considered in compliance with this subsection if those projects comply with the requirements of subsection 62-312.080(2), F.A.C.

(18) No change.

(19) As authorized under section 403.088, Florida Statutes, schedules of compliance for NPDES permits shall be consistent with the requirements of subsections 62-4.160(10), 62-620.610(12), and 62-620.620(6), F.A.C. The implementation of numeric nutrient standards under Rules 62-302.531 and 62-302.532, F.A.C., shall be implemented consistent with the document titled “Implementation of Florida’s Numeric Nutrient Standards,” dated April 2013 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02905), which is incorporated by reference herein. Copies of this document may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400. This document references the following documents, which are incorporated by reference and may be obtained from the address above.
(a) The following documents are incorporated by reference herein:

1. Sampling and Use of the Stream Condition Index (SCI) for Assessing Flowing Waters: A Primer (DEP-SAS-001/11), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02906),

2. Sampling and Use of the Lake Vegetation Index (LVI) for Assessing Lake Plant Communities in Florida: A Primer (DEP-SAS-002/11), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02907),

3. SCI 1000 Stream Condition Index Methods (DEP-SOP-003/11), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06039),

4. LVI 1000 Lake Vegetation Index Methods (DEP-SOP-003/11), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06037),

5. FS 7000 General Biological Community Sampling (DEP-SOP-001/01), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06041),

6. FT 3000 Aquatic Habitat Characterization (DEP-SOP-001/01), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06042),

7. Development of Type III Site Specific Alternative Criteria (SSAC) for Nutrients, (DEP-SAS-004/11), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02912),

8. Applicability of Chlorophyll a Methods (DEP-SAS-002/10), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02914),

9. Map of the Nutrient Watershed Regions, dated October 17, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02915),

10. Mann’s one-sided, upper-tail test for trend, as described in Nonparametric Statistical Methods by M. Hollander and D. Wolfe (1999 ed.), pages 376 and 724 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02916),

11. Guide to Permitting Wastewater Facilities or Activities Under Chapter 62-620, F.A.C., dated July 9, 2006 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02917); and,

12. Rules 62-302.200 and 62-302.400, paragraphs 62-302.530(47)(a) and (47)(b), and rules 62-302.531, 62-302.532, 62-302.800, 62-303.100, 62-303.350, 62-303.353, 62-303.390, 62-303.450, 62-340.200, 62-620.610, 62-620.620, 62-650.400, and 62-650.500, F.A.C.

(b) The following documents, each of which is incorporated by reference herein, are cited in Sampling and Use of the Stream Condition Index (SCI) for Assessing Flowing Waters: A Primer (DEP-SAS-001/11), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02906):

1. SCI 1000 Stream Condition Index Methods (DEP-SOP-003/11), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06039),

2. LVI 1000 Lake Vegetation Index Methods (DEP-SOP-003/11), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06037),

3. FS 7000 General Biological Community Sampling (DEP-SOP-001/01), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06041),

4. FT 3000 Aquatic Habitat Characterization (DEP-SOP-001/01), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06042),

5. Development of Type III Site Specific Alternative Criteria (SSAC) for Nutrients, (DEP-SAS-004/11), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02912); and,

6. Development of Aquatic Life Use Support Attainment Thresholds for Florida’s Stream Condition Index and Lake Vegetation Index (DEP-SAS-003/11), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02913).
(c) The following document, which is incorporated by reference herein, is cited in Sampling and Use of the Lake Vegetation Index (LVI) for Assessing Lake Plant Communities in Florida: A Primer (DEP-SAS-002/11), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02907): LVI 1000 Lake Vegetation Index Methods (DEP-SOP-003/11), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-04334).

(d) The following documents, each of which is incorporated by reference herein, are cited in one of the Standard Operating Procedures identified above in paragraph 62-302.300(19)(a), F.A.C.

1. SCI 1000 Stream Condition Index Methods (DEP-SOP-003/11), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06039):

a. Merritt, R.W., and Cummins, K.W., An Introduction to the Aquatic Insects of North America, Third Edition, 1996,

b. Sampling and Use of the Stream Condition Index (SCI) for Assessing Flowing Waters: A Primer (DEP-SAS-001/11), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02906); and,

c. FT 3100 Stream and River Habitat Assessment (DEP-SOP-001/01), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06035).

2. LVI 1000 Lake Vegetation Index Methods (DEP-SOP-003/11), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06037):

a. Rule 62-340.450, F.A.C.; and,

b. Sampling and Use of the Lake Vegetation Index (LVI) for Assessing Lake Plant Communities in Florida: A Primer (DEP-SAS-002/11), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02907).

3. FS 7000 General Biological Community Sampling (DEP-SOP-001/01), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06041): Sampling and Use of the Lake Vegetation Index (LVI) for Assessing Lake Plant Communities in Florida: A Primer (DEP-SAS-002/11), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02907).

4. FT 3000 Aquatic Habitat Characterization (DEP-SOP-001/01), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06042): FA 5720, Section 1, Training for Habitat Assessment Testing, in DEP-SOP-001/01, dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06036).

(e) The following documents, each of which is incorporated by reference herein, are cited in Development of Type III Site Specific Alternative Criteria (SSAC) for Nutrients, (DEP-SAS-004/11), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02912), identified above in subsection 62-302.300(19), F.A.C.

1. FT 3000 Aquatic Habitat Characterization (DEP-SOP-001/01), dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06042),

2. Sampling and Use of the Stream Condition Index (SCI) for Assessing Flowing Waters: A Primer (DEP-SAS-001/11), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02906),

3. Sampling and Use of the Lake Vegetation Index (LVI) for Assessing Lake Plant Communities in Florida: A Primer (DEP-SAS-002/11), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02907),

4. Chapters 62-160 and 62-303, paragraphs 62-302.530(47)(b), 62-302.531(2)(a), and 62-302.531(c), and Rules 62-302.531 and 62-302.800, F.A.C.,

5. Process for Assessing Data Usability (DEP-EA 001/07), dated March 31, 2008 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02919),

6. Statistical Analysis of Groundwater Monitoring Data at RCRA Facilities, Unified Guidance, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, EPA-530/R-09-007, March 2009 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02920); and,

7. Helsel, D.R. and R. M. Hirsch, Techniques of Water-Resources Investigations of the United States Geological Survey, Book 4, Hydrologic Analysis and Interpretation, Chapter A3, Statistical Methods in Water Resources, pages 80 – 81, September 2002, U.S. Geological Survey (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02921).

(f) The following scientific analytical methods and documents, each of which is incorporated by reference herein, are cited in Applicability of Chlorophyll a Methods (DEP-SAS-002/10), dated October 24, 2011 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02914), identified above in subsection 62-302.300(19), F.A.C.

1. Method 445.0 In Vitro Determination of Chlorophyll a and Pheophytin a in Marine and Freshwater Algae by Fluorescence, Elizabeth J. Arar and Gary B. Collins, Revision 1.2, September 1997, National Exposure Research Laboratory, Office of Research and Development, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Cincinnati, OH (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02922),

2. Method 446.0 In Vitro Determination of Chlorophylls a, b, c1 + c2 and Pheopigments in Marine And Freshwater Algae by Visible Spectrophotometry, adapted by Elizabeth J. Arar, Revision 1.2, September 1997, National Exposure Research Laboratory, Office of Research and Development, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Cincinnati, OH (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02923),

3. Method 447.0 Determination of Chlorophylls a and b and Identification of Other Pigments of Interest in Marine and Freshwater Algae Using High Performance Liquid Chromatography with Visible Wavelength Detection, Elizabeth J. Arar, Version 1.0, September 1997, National Exposure Research Laboratory, Office of Research and Development, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Cincinnati, OH (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02924); and,

4. Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater, Methods H.2.b, H.3. and H.4., 1999, American Public Health Association, American Water Works Association, Water Environment Federation (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02925).

(g) The following rules, each of which is incorporated by reference herein, are cited in Guide to Permitting Wastewater Facilities or Activities Under Chapter 62-620, F.A.C., dated July 9, 2006 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02917): Rules 62-4.242 and 62-4.246, F.A.C., paragraphs 62-4.244(3)(a) and (d), F.A.C., Chapters 62-160, 62-302, 62-520, 62-522, 62-528, 62-600, 62-601, 62-604, 62-610, 62-611, 62-620, 62-625, 62-640, 62-650, 62-660, 62-670, 62-671, 62-672, and 62-673, F.A.C.
Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.088, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804, 403.805 FS. Law Implemented 373.414, 403.021(11), 403.061, 403.085, 403.086, 403.087, 403.088, 403.101, 403.141, 403.161, 403.182, 403.502, 403.702, 403.708, 403.802 FS. History–Formerly 17-3.041, Amended 1-28-90, Formerly 17-3.042, 17-302.300, Amended 12-19-94, 1-23-95, 12-26-96, 5-15-02, 12-7-06, 7-17-13, 2-17-16,____.

62-302.400 Classification of Surface Waters, Usage, Reclassification, Classified Waters.

(1) through (4) No change.

(5) In addition to meeting applicable water quality criteria in Chapter 62-302, F.A.C., Class I-Treated Potable Water Supplies (Class I-Treated) waters shall also meet the requirements for discharged substances in Section 403.061(30)(b) 403.061(29)(b), F.S. Interested parties may provide the Department with documentation demonstrating that a Class I-Treated water would not attain the requirements of Section 403.061(30)(b) 403.061(29)(b), F.S., in accordance with Rule 62-620.555, F.A.C.

(6) through (14) No change.

(15) The surface waters of the State of Florida are classified as Class III – Fish Consumption; Recreation, Propagation and Maintenance of a Healthy, Well-Balanced Population of Fish and Wildlife, except for certain waters which are described in subsection 62-302.400(16), F.A.C. A waterbody may also be designated as an Outstanding Florida Water or an Outstanding National Resource Water. Outstanding Florida Waters and Outstanding National Resource Waters are not designated use classifications. A waterbody may also have special standards applied to it. However, notwithstanding any provision of this section, no classification action or change in designated use shall result in degradation of water quality in Outstanding Florida Waters or Outstanding National Resource Waters. Outstanding Florida Waters and Outstanding National Resource Waters are listed in Rule 62-302.700, F.A.C.

(16) Unless otherwise specified, the following shall apply:

(a) No change.

(b) Water quality classifications shall be interpreted to include associated water bodies such as tidal creeks, coves, bays and bayous. Notwithstanding paragraph 62-302.400(16)(a) 62-302.400(15)(a), F.A.C., above the boundaries of Class II waters shall be limited to “Predominantly Marine Waters” as defined in subsection 62-302.200(30), F.A.C.
(17) Exceptions to Class III:

(a) No change.

(b) The following listed waterbodies are classified as Class I, Class I-Treated, Class II, Class III-Limited, or Class V. Waters listed as Class I-Treated have not been submitted to or appoved by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and will remain Class III until the reclassification is approved by EPA. Copies of the maps referenced below may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400. The written waterbody descriptions are to be read in conjunction with the incorporated maps; however, the maps will take precedence if any conflict is identified between the written descriptions and the maps.

1. through 2. No change.

3. Bay County

Class I

Bayou George and Creek – Impoundment to source.

Bear Creek – Impoundment to source.

Big Cedar Creek – Impoundment to source.

Deer Point Impoundment – Dam to source.

Econfina Creek – Upstream of Deer Point Impoundment.

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Bay County, May 2021” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18158), which is incorporated by reference herein:

East Bay and Tributaries – East of U.S. Highway 98 (Dupont Bridge) to, but excluding, Wetappo Creek.

North Bay and Tributaries – North of U.S. Highway 98 to Deer Point Dam (CR 2321 / 77A), excluding Alligator Bayou and Fanning (Fannin) Bayou Bayous north of an east-west line through Channel Marker 3.

West Bay and Tributaries – West of North Bay (line from West Bay Point on the north to Shell Point on the sSouth), except West Bay Creek (northwest of Channel Marker 27C off Goose Point), Crooked Creek (north of a line from Crooked Creek Point to Doyle Point), and Burnt Mill Creek (north of a line from Graze Point to Cedar Point).

4. through 7. No change.

8. Charlotte County

Class I

Alligator Creek – North and South Prongs from headwaters to the water control structure downstream of SR 765-A.

Port Charlotte Canal System – Surface waters lying upstream of, or directly connected to, Fordham Waterway upstream of Conway Boulevard.

Prairie Creek – DeSoto County Line and headwaters to Shell Creek.

Shell Creek – Headwaters to Hendrickson Dam (east of Myrtle Slough, in Section 20, T40S, R24E).

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Charlotte County, April 2022” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18136), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Lemon Bay, Placida Harbor, and Tributaries – from the north N. Charlotte County Line south to Gasparilla Sound and bounded on the east by SR 775.

Charlotte Harbor, Myakka River, and Gasparilla Sound – Waters except Peace River upstream from the northeastern point of Myakka Cutoff to the boat ramp in Ponce de Leon Park in south Punta Gorda, Catfish Creek north of N. Lat. 26º50'56'', and Whidden Creek north of N. Lat. 26º 51'15''.

9. through 10. No change.

11. Collier County

Class I-Treated

Marco Lakes, as shown on the map titled “Class I and Class I-Treated Waters in Collier County, June 2016,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07077) which is incorporated by reference herein.
Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Collier County (1-2), June 2020” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18137), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Little Hickory Bay, Wiggins Pass, and the Cocohatchee River.

Connecting Waterways – From Little Hickory Bay south through Inner and Outer Clam Bay, Inner and Wiggins Pass south to Outer Doctors Bay, Moorings Bay, and Doctors Pass to Banyon Blvd.
Dollar Bay.

Inner and Outer Clam Bay.

Inner and Outer Doctors Bay.

Little Hickory Bay.

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Collier County (2-2), September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18138), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Tidal Bays and Passes – Naples Bay and south and easterly through Dollar Bay, Rookery Bay and the Ten Thousand Islands to the Monroe County Line.

Wiggins Pass.

12. through 15. No change

16. Duval County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Duval County, September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18139), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Ft. George River and Simpson Creeks – Ft. George Inlet north to Nassau Sound.

Intracoastal Waterway and Tributaries – Confluence of Nassau and Amelia Rivers south to Flashing Marker 73 thence eastward along Ft. George River to Ft. George Inlet and includes Garden Creek.

Nassau River and Creek – From the mouth of Nassau Sound, (with the mouth starting at a line connecting the northeasternmost point of Little Talbot Island to the southeasternmost tip of Amelia Island), westerly to a north-south line through Seymore Point).

Pumpkinhill Creek.

17. Escambia County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Escambia County and Santa Rosa County, September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18140), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Escambia Bay – From the Louisville and Nashville Railroad Trestle south to Pensacola Bay (Line from Emanuel Point east northeasterly to Garcon Point).

Pensacola Bay – East of a line connecting Emanuel Point on the north to the south end of the Pensacola Bay Bridge (U.S. Highway 98).

Santa Rosa Sound – East of a line connecting the northern Gulf Breeze approach of the to Pensacola Beach (Pensacola Beach Bridge (CR399), and Sharp Point, with the exception of the Navarre Beach area from a north-south line through Channel Marker 106 to Navarre Bridge (Navarre Beach Road).

18. Flagler County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Flagler County, September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18141), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Matanzas River (Intracoastal Waterway) – From the N. Flagler County Line south to an east-west line through Fl. Marker 109.

Pellicer Creek.

19. through 22. No change.

23. Gulf County

Class I-Treated

Port St. Joe Canal, as shown on the map titled “Class I and Class I-Treated Waters in Gulf County, June 2016,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07079) which is incorporated by reference herein.

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Gulf County, September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18142), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Indian Lagoon – West of Indian Pass and St. Vincent Sound.

St. Joseph Bay – South of a line from St. Joseph Point due east to U.S. Highway 98, excluding an area that is both within an arc 2.9 miles from the center of the mouth of Gulf County Canal and east of a line from St. Joseph Point to the northwest corner of Section 13, Township 8 South, Range 11 West.

24. No change.

25. No change.

26. No change.

27. No change.

28. No change.

29. Hillsborough County

Class I

Cow House Creek – Hillsborough River to source, as shown on the map titled “Class I and Class I-Treated Waters in Hillsborough County, June 2016,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07081) which is incorporated by reference herein.

Hillsborough River – City of Tampa Water Treatment Plant Dam to Flint Creek, as shown on the map titled “Class I and Class I-Treated Waters in Hillsborough County, June 2016,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07081) which is incorporated by reference herein.

Class I-Treated

Alafia River Segment – From Lithia Pinecrest Road (County Road 640) westward to Bell Shoals Road, as shown on the map titled “Class I and Class I-Treated Waters in Hillsborough County, June 2016,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07081) which is incorporated by reference herein.

Tampa By-Pass Canal Segment – From the control structure S-163 at Cow House Creek to the control structure S-160 (north of State Road 60), and Harney Canal west to Harney Road, as shown on the map titled “Class I and Class I-Treated Waters in Hillsborough County, June 2016,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-07081) which is incorporated by reference herein.

Class II

All or portions of Tampa Bay, Old Tampa Bay, and Mobbly Bay, excluding waters in the Tampa Harbor Channel and waters north of SR 580 in Rocky and Double Branch Creeks, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Pinellas County and Hillsborough County, February 2022” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18143), November 2015,” (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06394) which is incorporated by reference herein.
30. through 32. No change.

33. Jefferson County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Jefferson County, September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18144), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Coastal Waters – Within the county, excluding the mouth of Aucilla River.

34. through 35. No change.

36. Lee County

Class I

Caloosahatchee River – E. Lee County Line to South Florida Water Management District Structure 79.

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Lee County, September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18145), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Charlotte Harbor.

Matanzas Pass, Hurricane Bay, and Hell Peckish (Peckney) Bay – From San Carlos Bay southeast through Matanzas Pass, Hurricane Bay, and Hell Peckish Bay to a line from Estero Island through the southernmost tip of the unnamed island south of Julies Island, northeastward to the southernmost point of land in section 27, T46S, R24E.

Matlacha Pass – From Charlotte Harbor to San Carlos Bay.

Pine Island Sound – From Charlotte Harbor to San Carlos Bay.

San Carlos Bay – From a line from Ybel Point through to Bodwitch Point to Estero Pass, northward along the coast to the southern point of Big Shell Island, then north to a line from the eastern point at the mouth of Punta Blanca Creek, southeast through the southern point of Big Shell Island to the mainland and westward to Pine Island Sound.

37. through 40. No change.

41. Manatee County

Class I

Manatee River – From Rye Bridge Road to the sources thereof, including but not limited to the following tributaries: the East Fork of the Manatee River, the North Fork of the Manatee River, Boggy Creek, Gilley Creek, Poley Branch, Corbit Branch, Little Deep Branch, Fisher Branch, Ft. Crawford Creek, Webb Branch, Clearwater Branch, Craig Branch, and Guthrey Branch.

Lake Evers (Ward Lake) and Braden River – City of Bradenton Water Treatment Dam to SR 675, excluding upland cut irrigation or drainage ditches and including the following tributaries:

	
	Tributary
	Upstream Limit(s) 

	a.
	Rattlesnake Slough
	Lockwood Ridge Road in Section 28, Township 35 South, Range 18 East.

	b.
	Cedar Creek 
	

	
	West Branch
	Whitfield Avenue in Section 27, Township 35 South, Range 18 East. 

	
	Central Branch
	Country Club Way in Section 34, Township 35 South, Range 18 East. 

	
	East Branch
	To a point where an east-west line lying 1,200 feet south of the section line between Sections 23 and 26 (Township 35 South, Range 18 East) crosses the tributary. 

	c.
	Cooper Creek
	

	
	West Branch 
	(Foley Branch) South Boundary of Section 1, Township 36 South, Range 18 East. 

	
	East Branch
	East Boundary of Section 31, Township 35 South, Range 19 East. 

	d.
	Nonsense Creek
	To a point where an east-west line lying 800 feet North of the section line between Sections 14 and 23 (Township 35 South, Range 18 East) crosses the creek. 

	e.
	Hickory Hamock
	To a point where an east-west line lying 1,000 feet South of the section line between Sections 17 and 20 (Township 35 South, Range 19 East) crosses the creek.

	f.
	Wolf Slough
	East Boundary of Section 16, Township 35 South, Range 19 East. 

	g.
	Unnamed Tributary 1
	To a point where an east-west line lying 2,300 feet south of the section line between Sections 21 and 28 (Township 35 South, Range 19 East) crosses the tributary.

	h.
	Unnamed Tributary 2
	East Boundary of Section 14, Township 35 South, Range 19 East. 

	i.
	Unnamed Tributary 3
	West Boundary of Section 25, Township 35 South, Range 19 East. 

	j.
	Unnamed Tributary 4
	To a point where a north-south line lying 200 feet East of the section line between Sections 23 and 24 (Township 35 South, Range 19 East) crosses the tributary.


Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Manatee County, March 2021” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18146), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Gulf and Coastal Waters of Tampa Bay – (Including, but not limited to, Terra Ceia Bay, Perico Bayou, Palma Sola Bay, and Sarasota Bay), excluding waters east northward of a line from the southern shore of the mouth of Little Redfish Creek northwesterly through the red marker (approximately one nautical mile away) to the nearest point of the spoil island west of Port Manatee continuing along the western shore of the island to the Hillsborough Ccounty line excluding; Manatee River upstream of a line from Emerson Pt. to Mead Pt.

Gulf Waters – North of 27º31' N. Lat.

42. No change.

43. Martin County

Class I

Lake Okeechobee.

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Martin County, September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18147), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Great Pocket – St. Lucie River to Peck’s Lake.

Indian River – N. Martin County Line south to the mouth of St. Lucie Inlet, east of the Intracoastal Waterway Channel centerline.

Loxahatchee River – North of Palm Beach County Line West of the Florida East Coast Railroad Bridge including Southwest, Northwest, and North Forks.

44. Monroe County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown in the map titled “Class II Waters in Monroe County (1-2), September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18148) and the map titled “Class II Waters in Monroe County (2-2), September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18149), which are incorporated by reference herein:

Monroe County Coastline – From the Collier and Dade County Line Lines southward to Cape Sabel and including that part of 
Florida Bay- Those portions within Everglades National Park.

45. Nassau County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Nassau County, September 2019” (incorporated by reference in subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)16., F.A.C.):

Alligator Creek.

Nassau River and Creek – From the mouth of Nassau Sound (with the mouth starting at a line connecting the northeasternmost point of Little Talbot Island to the southeasternmost point of Amelia Island), westerly to Seymore (Seymour) Point.

South Amelia River – Nassau River north to a line from the northern shore of the mouth of Alligator Creek to the northernmost shore of Harrison Creek.

Waters between South Amelia River and Alligator Creek.

46. Okaloosa County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown in the map titled “Class II Waters in Okaloosa County, September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18150), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Choctawhatchee Bay and Tributaries – From a line from White Point southwesterly through Fl. Light Marker 1 2 of the Intracoastal Waterway, eastward to the county line, including East Pass.

Rocky Bayou – Choctawhatchee Bay (from North of a line extending due east from Shirk Point) to the north end of Windward Circle, excluding Rocky Creek and other tributaries.

Santa Rosa Sound – From a north-south line through Manatee Point west to the Santa Rosa County Line.

47. through 49. No change.

50. Palm Beach County

Class I

Canal C-18 (freshwater portion).

City of West Palm Beach Water Catchment Area.

Clear Lake, Lake Mangonia, and the waterway connecting them.

Lake Okeechobee.

M-Canal – L-8 to Lake Mangonia.

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Palm Beach County, September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18151), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Canal C-18 – From the Salinity barrier to the Loxahatchee River.

Loxahatchee River – Upstream of Florida East Coast railroad bridge including Southwest, Northwest, and North Forks.

51. No change.

52. Pinellas County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown in the map titled “Class II Waters in Pinellas County and Hillsborough County, February 2022” (incorporated by reference in subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)29., F.A.C.):

Old Tampa Bay, Mobbly Bay and Tampa Bay – South and westward to Sunshine Skyway (SR 55), except Safety Harbor north of an east-west line through Philippe Phillipi Point.

Tampa Bay and Gulf waters – West of Sunshine Skyway (SR 55), excluding waters north of SR 682 and waters that are both west of Pinellas Bayway and north of an east-west line through the southernmost point of Pine Key.

53. through 54. No change.

55. St. Johns County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown in the map titled “Class II Waters in St. Johns County (1-2), September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18152), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Guano River and Tributaries – From Guano Lake Dam south to Tolomato River.

Matanzas River, Intracoastal Waterway and Tributaries, excluding Treasure Beach Canal System – From Intracoastal Waterway Marker number 29, south to Flagler County Line, excluding Treasure Beach Canal System.
Pellicer Creek.

All or portions of the following waters, as shown in the map titled “Class II Waters in St. Johns County (2-2), September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18153), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Guano River and Tributaries – From Guano Lake Dam south to Tolomato River.

Salt Run – Waters south of an east-west line connecting Lighthouse Park boat ramp with Conch Island.

Tolomato River (North River) and Tributaries – From a line connecting Spanish Landing to Booth Landing, south to an east-west line through Intracoastal Waterway Marker number 55.

56. No change.
57. Santa Rosa County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Escambia County and Santa Rosa County, September 2019” (incorporated by reference in subparagraph 62-302.400(17)(b)17., F.A.C.):

Blackwater Bay – From a line connecting Robinson’s Point to Broad River south to East Bay (line due west from Escribano Point).

East Bay and Tributaries – From Blackwater Bay (line due west from Escribano Point) southerly to Pensacola Bay (line from Garcon Point on the north to Redfish Point on the south).

Escambia Bay – From the Louisville and Nashville Railroad Trestle south to Pensacola Bay (Line from Emanuel Point east northeasterly to Garcon Point).

Pensacola Bay – East of a line connecting Emanuel Point on the north to the south end of the Pensacola Bay Bridge (U.S. Highway 98).

Santa Rosa Sound – From a line connecting the northern Gulf Breeze approach of the to Pensacola Beach, (Pensacola Beach Bridge (CR399), and Sharp Point, east to Santa Rosa/Okaloosa County line with exception of the Navarre Beach area from a north-south line through Channel Marker 106 eastward to Navarre Beach Toll Road.

58. Sarasota County

Class I

Big Slough Canal – South to U.S. 41.

Cooper Creek (Foley Branch) upstream to the South boundary of Section 1, Township 36 South, Range 18 East.

Myakka River – From the Manatee County line southwesterly through Upper and Lower Myakka Lakes to Manhattan Farms (north line of Section 6 T39S, R20E).

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Sarasota County Lemon Bay, January 2022” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18154), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Lemon Bay – From a line eastward from the northern shore of the mouth of Forked Creek due east to Manasota Key south to the Charlotte County Line.

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Sarasota County Myakka River, January 2022” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18155), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Myakka River – From the western line of section 35, T39S, R20E south to the Charlotte County Line.

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Sarasota County Sarasota Bay, January 2022” effective date, (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18156), which is incorporated by reference herein:

Sarasota Bay – West of the Intracoastal Waterway Channel centerline.

59. through 64. No change.

65. Wakulla County

Class II

All or portions of the following waters, as shown on the map titled “Class II Waters in Wakulla County, September 2019” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18157) which are incorporated by reference herein:

Coastal Waters and Tributaries – From the Jefferson County Line westward, with the exception of Spring Creek and the portion of King Bay (Dickerson Bay) west and north of a line from the westernmost tip of Porter Island south to Hungry Point, and Walker Creek north of a line from Live Oak Point southwest across the Creek to the closest tip of Shell Point.

66. through 67. No Change.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.088, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804 FS. Law Implemented 403.021(11), 403.061, 403.087, 403.088, 403.141, 403.161, 403.182, 403.502, 403.504, 403.702, 403.708 FS. History–Formerly 28-5.06, 17-3.06, Amended and Renumbered 3-1-79, Amended 1-1-83, 2-1-83, Formerly 17-3.081, Amended 4-25-93, Formerly 17-302.400, Amended 12-26-96, 8-24-00, 12-7-06, 8-5-10, 8-1-13, 2-17-16, 11-17-16,____.

62-302.530 Table: Surface Water Quality Criteria.

The following table contains both numeric and narrative surface water quality criteria to be applied except within zones of mixing. The left-hand column of the Table is a list of constituents for which a surface water criterion exists. The headings for the water quality classifications are found at the top of the Table, and the classification descriptions for the headings are specified in subsection 62-302.400(1), F.A.C. Applicable criteria lie within the Table. The individual criteria should be read in conjunction with other provisions in water quality standards, including Rule 62-302.500, F.A.C. The criteria contained in Rule 62-302.500, F.A.C., also apply to all waters unless alternative or more stringent criteria are specified in Rule 62-302.530, F.A.C. Unless otherwise stated, all criteria express the maximum not to be exceeded at any time except within established mixing zones or in accordance with site-specific effluent limitations developed pursuant to Rule 62-620.620, F.A.C. In some cases, there are separate or additional limits, which apply independently of the maximum not to be exceeded at any time. For example, the criteria for carcinogens, which are expressed as an annual average (denoted as “annual avg.” in the Table), are applied as the maximum allowable annual average concentration at the long-term harmonic mean flow (see subsection 62-302.200(2), F.A.C.). Numeric interpretations of the narrative nutrient criterion in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., shall be expressed as spatial averages and applied over a spatial area consistent with their derivation. In applying the water quality standards, the Department shall take into account the variability occurring in nature and shall recognize the statistical variability inherent in sampling and testing procedures. The Department’s assessment methodology, set forth in Chapter 62-303, F.A.C., accounts for such natural and statistical variability when used to assess ambient waters pursuant to sections 305(b) and 303(d) of the Federal Clean Water Act.

	Criteria for Surface Water Classifications

	Parameter
	Units
	Class I
	Class II
	Class III and Class III-Limited

(see Note 4)

Predominantly Fresh Waters
	Class III and Class III-Limited

(see Note 4)

Predominantly Marine Waters
	Class IV
	Class V

	(1) through (2) No change.

	(3) Ammonia (Total Ammonia Nitrogen)

(Class I, Class III fresh water, and Class III-Limited fresh water)
	Milligrams/L as Total Ammonia Nitrogen 
(TAN = NH4+ + NH3)
	The 30-day average TAN value shall not exceed the average of the values calculated from the following equation, with no single value exceeding 2.5 times the value from the equation:
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T and pH are defined as the paired field temperature (°C) and pH associated with the TAN sample. For purposes of total ammonia nitrogen criterion calculations, pH is subject to the range of 6.5 to 9.0. The pH shall be set at 6.5 if measured pH is < 6.5 and set at 9.0 if the measured pH is > 9.0. The temperature (T) shall be constrained to values greater than or equal to 7° C. Temperature values less than 7° C shall be set to 7° C for purposes of calculating the TAN criteria.



	(4) through (5) No change.

	(6)(a) Bacteriological Quality (Fecal Coliform Bacteria)
	Number per 100 ml (Most Probable Number (MPN) or Membrane Filter (MF))
	
	MPN or MF counts shall not exceed a median value of 14 with not more than 10% of the samples exceeding the Ten Percent Threshold Value (TPTV) of 43 (for MPN) or 31 (for MF)., nor exceed 800 on any one day. To determine the percentage of samples exceeding the criteria when there are both MPN and MF samples for a waterbody, the percent shall be calculated as 100*(nmpn+nmf)/N, where nmpn is the number of MPN samples greater than 43, nmf is the number of MF samples greater than 31, and N is the total number of MPN and MF samples.
	
	
	
	

	(6)(b) Bacteriological Quality (Escherichia coli Bacteria)
	Number per 100 ml (Most Probable Number (MPN) or Membrane Filter (MF))
	MPN or MF counts shall not exceed a monthly geometric mean of 126 nor exceed the Ten Percent Threshold Value (TPTV) of 410 in 10% or more of the samples during any 30-day period. Monthly geometric means shall be based on a minimum of 5 samples taken on five different days over a 30-day period. If there are fewer than 5 samples in a month for a given location, the TPTV is assessed as a single sample maximum.
	
	MPN or MF counts shall not exceed a monthly geometric mean of 126 nor exceed the Ten Percent Threshold Value (TPTV) of 410 in 10% or more of the samples during any 30-day period. Monthly geometric means shall be based on a minimum of 10 samples taken on ten different days over a 30-day period. If there are fewer than 10 samples in a month for a given location, the TPTV is assessed as a single sample maximum.
	
	
	

	(6)(c) Bacteriological Quality (Enterococci Bacteria)
	Number per 100 ml (Most Probable Number (MPN) or Membrane Filter (MF))
	
	MPN or MF counts shall not exceed a monthly geometric mean of 35 nor exceed the Ten Percent Threshold Value (TPTV) of 130 in 10% or more of the samples during any 30-day period. Monthly geometric means shall be based on a minimum of 10 samples taken on ten different days over a 30-day period. If there are fewer than 10 samples in a month for a given location, the TPTV is assessed as a single sample maximum.
	
	MPN or MF counts shall not exceed a monthly geometric mean of 35 nor exceed the Ten Percent Threshold Value (TPTV) of 130 in 10% or more of the samples during any 30-day period. Monthly geometric means shall be based on a minimum of 10 samples taken on ten different days over a 30-day period. If there are fewer than 10 samples in a month for a given location, the TPTV is assessed as a single sample maximum.
	
	

	(7) through (21) No change.

	(22) Conductance, Specific 
	Micromhos (μmho/cm) or Microsiemans (μS/cm)
	Shall not be increased more than 50% above background or to 1275, whichever is greater. 
	
	Shall not be increased more than 50% above background or to 1275, whichever is greater.
	
	Shall not be increased more than 50% above background or to 1275, whichever is greater.
	Shall not exceed 4,000

	(23) through (38) No change.

	(39) Lead
	Micrograms/L

See Notes (1) and (3).
	Pb < 
 e(1.273[lnH]-

4.705); 
	( 8.5


	Pb < 
e(1.273 [lnH] -

4.705); 
	( 8.5


	< 50
	< 50

	(40) through (48)(a) No change.

	(48)(b) Nutrients 
	
	In no case shall nutrient concentrations of a body of water be altered so as to cause an imbalance in natural populations of aquatic flora or fauna (see Rules 62-302.531, 62-302.532, and 62-302.540, F.A.C., for numeric interpretations of this criterion).
	
	

	(49) through (50)(b) No change.

	(51)(50) Pesticides and Herbicides
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(51)(a) through (71) No change.


Notes: (1) “ln H” means the natural logarithm of total hardness expressed as milligrams/L of CaCO3. For metals criteria involving equations with hardness, the hardness shall be set at 25 mg/L if actual hardness is < 25 mg/L and set at 400 mg/L if actual hardness is > 400 mg/L. (2) This criterion is protective of human health not of aquatic life. (3) For application of dissolved metals criteria see paragraph 62-302.500(2)(d), F.A.C. (4) Class III-Limited waters have at least one Site Specific Alternative Criterion as established under Rule 62-302.800, F.A.C.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804 FS. Law Implemented 403.021(11), 403.061, 403.087, 403.088, 403.141, 403.161, 403.182, 403.502, 403.702, 403.708 FS. History–New 1-28-90, Formerly 17-3.065, Amended 2-13-92, 6-17-92, Formerly 17-302.540, 17-302.550, 17-302.560, 17-302.570, 17-302.580, Amended 4-25-93, Formerly 17-302.530, Amended 1-23-95, 1-15-96, 5-15-02, 7-19-04, 12-7-06, 8-5-10, 7-3-12, 8-1-13, 2-17-16,____.

62-302.531 Numeric Interpretations of Narrative Nutrient Criteria.

(1) The narrative water quality criteria for nutrients in paragraphs 62-302.530(48)(a) 62-302.530(47)(a) and (b), F.A.C., applies to all Class I, Class II, and Class III waters.

(2) The narrative water quality criterion for nutrients in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., shall be numerically interpreted for both nutrients and nutrient response variables in a hierarchical manner as follows:

(a) Where a site specific numeric interpretation of the criterion in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., has been established by the Department, this numeric interpretation shall be the primary interpretation. If there are multiple interpretations of the narrative criterion for a waterbody, the most recent interpretation established by the Department shall apply. A list of the site specific numeric interpretations of paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., may be obtained from the Department’s internet site at https://floridadep.gov/dear/water-quality-standards/content/numeric-nutrient-criteria-development http://www.dep.state.fl.us/water/wqssp/swq-docs.htm or by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards and Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400.

1. The primary site specific interpretations are as follows:

a. Nutrient Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) adopted under Chapter 62-304, F.A.C., that are different from existing applicable numeric nutrient criteria in subsection 62-302.531(2), F.A.C., and the notice of proposed rulemaking states that the Department intends for the proposed TMDL rule to also establish a site-specific interpretation of interpret the narrative water quality criterion for nutrients in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., for the waterbody for one or more nutrients or nutrient response variables,

b. through d. No change.
2. No change.

(b) If site specific numeric interpretations, as described in paragraph 62-302.531(2)(a), F.A.C., above, have not been established for a waterbody, but there is an established, quantifiable cause-and-effect relationship between one or more nutrients and nutrient response variables linked to a value that protects against an imbalance in the natural populations of the aquatic flora or fauna, then the numeric values for the nutrients or nutrient response variables, set forth in this paragraph (2)(b), shall be the applicable interpretations. Absent a numeric interpretation as established in paragraph 62-302.531(2)(a), F.A.C., site specific numeric interpretations are established as follows:

1. For lakes, the applicable numeric interpretations of the narrative nutrient criterion in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., for chlorophyll a are shown in the table below. The applicable interpretations for TN and TP will vary on an annual basis, depending on the availability of chlorophyll a data and the concentrations of nutrients and chlorophyll a in the lake, as described below. The applicable numeric interpretations for TN, TP, and chlorophyll a shall not be exceeded more than once in any consecutive three year period.

a. No change.

b. If there are insufficient data to calculate the annual geometric mean chlorophyll a for a given year or the annual geometric mean chlorophyll a exceeds the values in the table below for the lake type, then the applicable numeric interpretations for TN and TP shall be the minimum values in the table below.

	Long Term Geometric Mean Lake Color and Alkalinity
	Annual Geometric Mean Chlorophyll a
	Minimum calculated numeric interpretation
	Maximum calculated numeric interpretation

	
	
	Annual Geometric Mean Total 
Phosphorus
	Annual Geometric Mean Total 
Nitrogen
	Annual Geometric Mean Total 
Phosphorus
	Annual Geometric Mean Total 
Nitrogen

	> ≥ 40 Platinum Cobalt Units 
	20 µg/L
	0.05 mg/L
	1.27 mg/L
	0.16 mg/L1
	2.23 mg/L

	≤ 40 Platinum Cobalt Units and > ≥ 20 mg/L CaCO3
	20 µg/L
	0.03 mg/L
	1.05 mg/L
	0.09 mg/L
	1.91 mg/L

	≤ 40 Platinum Cobalt Units and ≤ 20 mg/L CaCO3 
	6 µg/L
	0.01 mg/L
	0.51 mg/L
	0.03 mg/L
	0.93 mg/L


1 For lakes with color ≥ 40 PCU in the West Central Nutrient Watershed Region, the maximum TP limit shall be the 0.49 mg/L TP streams threshold for the region.

c. No change.

2. For spring vents, the applicable numeric interpretation of the narrative nutrient criterion in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., is 0.35 mg/L of nitrate-nitrite (NO3 + NO2) as an annual geometric mean, not to be exceeded more than once in any three calendar year period.

(c) For streams, if a site specific interpretation pursuant to paragraph 62-302.531(2)(a) or (2)(b), F.A.C., has not been established, biological information shall be used to interpret the narrative nutrient criterion in combination with Nutrient Thresholds. The narrative nutrient criterion in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., shall be interpreted as being achieved in a stream segment where information on chlorophyll a levels, algal mats or blooms, nuisance macrophyte growth, and changes in algal species composition indicates there are no imbalances in flora or fauna as described in the document titled “Implementation of Florida’s Numeric Nutrient Standard for Streams, June 2025” (incorporated by reference in subsection 62-302.200(36), F.A.C.), and either:

1. No change.

2. The nutrient thresholds set forth in the table below are achieved. 
	Nutrient Watershed Region
	Total Phosphorus Nutrient Threshold1 
	Total Nitrogen Nutrient Threshold1 

	Panhandle West 
	0.06 mg/L 
	0.67 mg/L 

	Panhandle East 
	0.18 mg/L 
	1.03 mg/L 

	North Central
	0.30 mg/L
	1.87 mg/L

	Peninsula Peninsular
	0.12 mg/L
	1.54 mg/L

	West Central
	0.49 mg/L
	1.65 mg/L

	South Florida
	No numeric nutrient threshold. The narrative criterion in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., applies.
	No numeric nutrient threshold. The narrative criterion in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., applies.


1These values are annual geometric mean concentrations not to be exceeded more than once in any three calendar year period.

(3) Except for data used to establish historical chlorophyll a levels and estuary-specific numeric interpretations of the narrative nutrient criterion for estuaries in subparagraphs 62-302.532(1)(b)1.-7., F.A.C., chlorophyll a data assessed under this chapter shall be measured according to the requirements as set forth in Chapter 62-160, F.A.C. DEP document titled “Applicability of Chlorophyll a Methods” (DEP-SAS-002/10), dated October 24, 2011 (https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06043), which is incorporated by reference herein. Copies of the chlorophyll a document may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400. Chlorophyll a data collected after [7-3-12] shall be corrected for or free from the interference of pheophytin.

(4) through (5) No change.

(6) To calculate an annual geometric mean for TN, TP, or chlorophyll a, or nitrate-nitrite, there shall be at least four temporally-independent samples per year with at least one sample taken between May 1 and September 30 and at least one sample taken during the other months of the calendar year. To be treated as temporally-independent, samples must be taken at least one week apart.

(7) through (8) No change.

(9) The Commission adopts subsections 62-302.200(4), 62-302.200(16)-(17), 62-302.200(22)-(25), 62-302.200(35)-(37), 62-302.200(39), Rule 62-302.531, and subsection 62-302.532(3), F.A.C., to ensure, as a matter of policy, that nutrient pollution is addressed in Florida in an integrated, comprehensive and consistent manner. Accordingly, these rules shall be effective only if EPA approves these rules in their entirety, concludes rulemaking that removes federal numeric nutrient criteria in response to the approval, and determines, in accordance with 33 U.S.C. §1313(c)(3), that these rules sufficiently address EPA’s January 14, 2009 determination. If any provision of these rules is determined to be invalid by EPA or in any administrative or judicial proceeding, then the entirety of these rules shall not be implemented.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804 FS. Law Implemented 403.021, 403.061, 403.067, 403.087, 403.088, 403.141, 403.161, 403.182, 403.502, 403.702, 403.708 FS. History–New 7-3-12, 2-17-16,____.
Editorial Note: Rule 62-302.531 will become effective upon approval by EPA in its entirety, conclusion of rulemaking by EPA to repeal its federal numeric nutrient criterion for Florida, and EPA’s determination that Florida’s rules address its January 2009 determination that numeric nutrient criteria are needed in Florida.

62-302.532 Estuary-Specific Numeric Interpretations of the Narrative Nutrient Criterion.

(1) Estuary-specific numeric interpretations of the narrative nutrient criterion in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., are in the table below. The concentration-based estuary interpretations are open water, area-wide averages. Numeric values listed below for nutrient and nutrient response values do not apply to wetlands or to tidal tributaries that fluctuate between predominantly marine and predominantly fresh waters during typical climatic and hydrologic conditions unless specifically provided by name below. The interpretations expressed as load per million cubic meters of freshwater inflow are the total load of that nutrient to the estuary divided by the total volume of freshwater inflow to that estuary. The numeric values listed below will be superseded if, pursuant to subsection 62-302.531(2), F.A.C., a more recent numeric interpretation of the narrative nutrient criterion in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., such as a Level II Water Quality Based Effluent Limitation (WQBEL), Site Specific Alternative Criterion (SSAC), Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL), or Reasonable Assurance Demonstration, is established by the Department.
	Estuary
	Total Phosphorus 
	Total Nitrogen 
	Chlorophyll a

	(a) No change.

	(b) Tampa Bay
	Criteria expressed as ton/million cubic meters of water are annual totals and are not to be exceeded more than once in a three year period. Criteria expressed as annual means are arithmetic means and are not to be exceeded more than once in a three year period. For criteria expressed as the long-term average of annual means, the long-term average shall be based on data from the most recent seven-year period and shall not be exceeded. Nutrient and nutrient response values do not apply to tidally influenced areas that fluctuate between predominantly marine and predominantly fresh waters during typical climatic and hydrologic conditions. The chlorophyll criterion for the segments in subparagraphs 62-302.532(1)(b)1.-7., F.A.C., are assessed using uncorrected chlorophyll a data consistent with the criteria derivation.

	1. through 9. No change.

	(c) No change.

	(d) Charlotte Harbor/Estero Bay
	Criteria expressed as annual means are arithmetic means and are not to be exceeded more than once in a three year period. For criteria expressed as long-term averages, the long-term average shall be based on data from the most recent seven-year period and shall not be exceeded. Criteria expressed as annual geometric means (AGM) are not be exceeded more than once in a three year period. For criteria expressed as not to be exceeded in more than 10 percent of the samples, the criteria shall be assessed over the most recent seven year period. Nutrient and nutrient response values do not apply to tidally influenced areas that fluctuate between predominantly marine and predominantly fresh waters during typical climatic and hydrologic conditions.

	1. through 7. No change.

	8. Tidal Peace River
	0.50 mg/L as annual mean
	1.08 mg/L as annual mean
	12.6 µg/L ug/L as annual mean

	9. through 10. No change.

	11. Little Hickory Bay
	0.070 mg/L as AGM
	0.63 mg/L as AGM
	5.9 µg/L mg/L as AGM

	12. through 16. No change.

	(e) through (h) No change.

	(i) Sarasota Bay
	For TN, the annual geometric mean target is calculated from monthly arithmetic mean color by region and season. Annual geometric means shall not be exceeded more than once in a three year period. The Sarasota Bay regions are defined as north (Manatee County) and south (Sarasota County). The wet season for Sarasota Bay is defined as July through October and the dry season is defined as all other months of the year. The seasonal region values used to calculate the annual geometric mean target targets are calculated using monthly color data and shall be calculated as follows:

NWi=Ln[(13.35-(0.32*CNi))/3.58]

NDi=Ln[(10.39-(0.32*CNi))/3.58]

SWi=Ln[(8.51-(0.32*CSi,)/3.58]

SDi=Ln[(5.55-(0.32*CSi))/3.58]

Where,

NWi is the TN value target for ith month calculated for the north region during the wet season

NDi is the TN value target for ith month calculated for the north region during the dry season

SWi is the TN value target for ith month calculated for the south region during the wet season

SDi is the TN value target for ith month calculated for the south region during the dry season

CNi is the arithmetic mean color during the ith month within the north region

During the wet season, CNi shall be set to 41 PCU if the monthly arithmetic mean color is greater than 41 PCU

During the dry season, CNi shall be set to 32 PCU if the monthly arithmetic mean color is greater than 32 PCU

CSi is the arithmetic mean color during the ith month within the south region

During the wet season, CSi shall be set to 26 PCU if the monthly arithmetic mean color is greater than 26 PCU

 During the dry season, CSi shall be set to 16 PCU if the monthly arithmetic mean color

 is greater than 16 PCU

The annual TN target is calculated as the geometric mean of all monthly regional and season values targets as follows:
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Nutrient and nutrient response values do not apply to tidally influenced areas that fluctuate between predominantly marine and predominantly fresh waters during typical climatic and hydrologic conditions.

	(j) Clam Bay (Collier County)
	No more than 10 percent of the individual Total Phosphorus (TP) or Total Nitrogen (TN) measurements shall exceed the respective TP Upper Limit or TN Upper Limit.

	
	TP Upper Limit (mg/L) = e (-1.06256- 0.0000328465*specific conductance Conductivity (µS/cm))
	TN Upper Limit (mg/L) = 2.3601 – 0.0000268325*specific conductance Conductivity (µS/cm)

	Estuary
	Total Phosphorus 
	Total Nitrogen 
	Chlorophyll a

	(k) through (u) No change.

	(v) Suwannee, Waccasassa, and Withlacoochee River Estuaries
	For estuary segments with criteria expressed as single value annual geometric means (AGM), the values shall not be exceeded more than once in a three year period. For estuary segments with criteria expressed as a salinity dependent equation, the annual nutrient criteria are expressed as annual geometric means applied to individual monitoring stations by solving the applicable equation below using the annual arithmetic average salinity (AASal) in parts per thousand (ppt) practical salinity units (PSU) for the station. The AASal shall be calculated as the annual mean of the salinity measurements for each station made in conjunction with the collection of the nutrient samples. For criteria expressed as a salinity dependent equation, no more than 10 percent of the monitoring stations within the segment shall exceed the limit (expressed as AGM) on an annual basis, more than once in a three year period.

	1. through 3. No change.

	(w) through (cc) No change.


(2) Criteria for chlorophyll a in open ocean coastal waters, derived from satellite remote sensing techniques, are provided in the table below. In each coastal segment specified in the “Map of Florida Coastal Segments, November 2018,” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18132) dated May 13, 2013 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03017), which is incorporated by reference herein, the Annual Geometric Mean remotely sensed chlorophyll a value, calculated excluding Karenia brevis blooms (≥50,000 cells/L), shall not be exceeded more than once in a three year period. Copies of the map may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400. The annual geometric means provided in the table below are based on measurements using the SeaWiFS satellite. Achievement of these criteria shall be assessed only by using satellite remote sensing data that are processed in a manner consistent with the derivation of the criteria. Data selection and preparation shall be consistent with the process described in Section 1.4.3 and Section 1.4.4, pages 14 through 17, in the report titled “Technical Support Document for U.S. EPA’s Proposed Rule for Numeric Nutrient Criteria for Florida’s Estuaries, Coastal Waters, and South Florida Inland Flowing Waters, Volume 2: Coastal Waters,” U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, November 30, 2012 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03018), the specified pages of which are incorporated by reference herein. If MODIS or MERIS satellite data are used, the data shall be normalized using the standardization factors provided in the table below, consistent with the process described in Section 1.6.3, pages 26 through 33 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-03019), in the above referenced EPA document, the specified pages of which are incorporated herein. A copy of the Map of Florida Coastal Segments and the referenced pages from EPA’s document above are available by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400.
	Coastal Segment
	Annual Geometric Mean Remotely Sensed Chlorophyll a 
	 MODIS Standardization Factor
	 MERIS Standardization Factor

	1
	2.45
	0.54
	-0.71

	2
	2.65
	0.99
	-0.07

	3
	1.48
	0.41
	-0.22

	4
	1.20
	0.26
	-0.30

	5
	1.09
	0.15
	-0.28

	6
	1.07
	0.29
	-0.01

	7
	1.17
	0.33
	-0.02

	8
	1.27
	0.38
	-0.05

	9
	1.09
	0.20
	-0.07

	10
	1.13
	0.41
	-0.07

	11
	1.14
	0.31
	-0.05

	12
	1.21
	0.41
	-0.05

	13
	1.53
	0.50
	-0.13

	14
	1.80
	0.69
	0.01

	15
	2.80
	0.68
	0.58

	16
	2.49
	-0.14
	0.27

	17
	3.57
	0.08
	1.41

	18
	5.62
	0.50
	0.03

	19
	4.90
	0.50
	0.31

	20
	4.33
	-0.02
	-0.69

	21
	4.06
	-0.63
	-1.09

	22
	4.54
	-0.46
	-0.17

	23
	3.40
	-1.21
	-0.67

	24
	3.41
	-2.37
	0.01

	25
	3.11
	-2.84
	0.05

	26
	3.00
	-4.16
	-0.36

	27
	3.05
	-1.77
	-0.81

	28
	3.41
	-2.13
	-0.61

	29
	4.55
	-0.83
	-0.74

	30
	4.32
	-0.74
	-0.04

	31
	3.77
	-0.29
	-0.90

	32
	4.30
	0.17
	-0.47

	33
	5.98
	0.10
	0.80

	34
	4.63
	-0.77
	-0.32

	35
	4.14
	0.42
	-0.83

	37
	1.01
	0.39
	0.59

	38
	0.26
	-0.04
	-0.03

	39
	0.27
	-0.02
	0.00

	40
	0.25
	-0.03
	-0.01

	41
	0.21
	-0.06
	-0.01

	42
	0.21
	-0.03
	0.03

	43
	0.21
	-0.02
	0.04

	44
	0.20
	-0.02
	0.01

	45
	0.21
	-0.04
	0.02

	46
	0.26
	-0.05
	-0.01

	47
	0.58
	-0.10
	0.03

	48
	1.09
	0.03
	0.09

	49
	1.48
	0.39
	0.36

	50
	1.85
	0.21
	0.32

	51
	1.72
	0.23
	0.31

	52
	1.73
	0.05
	0.58

	53
	1.87
	0.00
	0.47

	54
	1.66
	-0.13
	0.31

	55
	1.60
	0.18
	0.71

	56
	2.12
	0.11
	0.39

	57
	2.83
	0.44
	0.84

	58
	2.63
	0.09
	0.40

	59
	2.34
	0.06
	0.33

	60
	2.17
	0.07
	0.29

	61
	2.01
	-0.20
	-0.06

	62
	1.93
	0.18
	-0.11

	63
	1.90
	-0.69
	-0.20

	64
	2.13
	-0.79
	-0.20

	65
	1.96
	-0.72
	-0.13

	66
	1.95
	-0.85
	-0.40

	67
	2.06
	-0.33
	-0.53

	68
	2.51
	-0.47
	-0.08

	69
	2.86
	-0.60
	-0.22

	70
	2.88
	-1.39
	-0.32

	71
	3.62
	-2.00
	-0.38

	72
	3.80
	-1.38
	-0.40

	73
	3.94
	-0.28
	-0.49

	74
	4.36
	-0.16
	-1.17


(3) Estuarine and marine areas for the estuaries listed in subsection 62-302.532(1), F.A.C., are delineated in the “Mmaps of the Florida Estuary Nutrient Regions, dated October 2014, and October 2015, July 2019, June 2021, October 2021, March 2023, and June 2024,” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18134) (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06050), which are incorporated by reference herein. Copies of these maps may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400.
(4) No change.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804 FS. Law Implemented 403.021(11), 403.061, 403.087, 403.088, 403.141, 403.161, 403.182, 403.502, 403.702, 403.708 FS. History–New 7-3-12, Amended 12-20-12, 8-1-13, 8-20-13, 6-7-15, 2-17-16, ___.
Editorial Note: Paragraphs 62-302.532(1)(a)-(j) became effective on 7-3-12, and paragraphs 62-302.532(1)(k)-(p) became effective on 12-20-12, 20 days after filing the rule certification packages for these numeric nutrient criteria. In accordance with Section 4 of 2013-71, Laws of Florida, and subsection 62-302.531(9), F.A.C., paragraphs 62-302.532(1)(q)-(w), subsections 62-302.532(2) and (4), and the maps delineating these Florida Estuary Nutrient Regions in subsection 62-302.532(3) will become effective upon approval by EPA in their entirety, conclusion of rulemaking by EPA to repeal its federal numeric nutrient criterion for Florida, and EPA’s determination that Florida’s rules address its January 2009 determination that numeric nutrient criteria are needed in Florida.
62-302.533 Dissolved Oxygen Criteria for Class I, Class II, Class III, and Class III-Limited Waters.

(1) Class I, Class III predominantly freshwaters, and Class III-Limited predominantly freshwaters.

(a) No more than 10 percent of the daily average percent dissolved oxygen (DO) saturation values shall be below the following values:

1. No change.

2. No change.

3. 34 percent in the Northeast and Big Bend bioregions. A map of the bioregions is contained in SCI 1000: Stream Condition Index Methods (DEP-SOP-003/11 SCI 1000) incorporated by reference in Rule 62-160.210, F.A.C.). When assessing ambient surface water samples, the freshwater DO criteria shall be assessed preferentially using daily average values calculated from full days of diel monitoring data consisting of 24 hours of measurements collected at a regular time interval of no longer than one hour. If diel monitoring data are not available, instantaneous surface water samples may be used to assess the DO criterion by comparing the instantaneous value with a time-of-day-specific translation of the daily average criterion using the procedure described in subsection 62-303.320(4), F.A.C. dated March 1, 2014 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06039), which is incorporated by reference herein. 
(b) No change.

(c) In the portions of the Suwannee, Withlacoochee (North), and Santa Fe Rivers utilized by the Gulf Sturgeon, and in the portions of the Santa Fe and New Rivers utilized by the Oval Pigtoe Mussel, DO levels shall not be lowered below the baseline distribution such that there is 90 percent confidence that more than 50 percent of daily average values measurements are below the median of the baseline distribution or more than 10 percent of the daily average values are below the 10th percentile of the baseline distribution for the applicable waterbody.
(d) No change.

(e) The baseline distributions and maps showing the specific areas utilized by the Gulf Sturgeon and the Oval Pigtoe Mussel are provided in Appendix I of the “Technical Support Document for the Derivation of Dissolved Oxygen Criteria to Protect Aquatic Life in Florida’s Fresh and Marine Waters, June 2025” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18135) (DEP-SAS-001/13), dated March 2013 (http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-02955), which is incorporated by reference herein. Copies of Appendix I may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Water Quality Standards Program, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS #6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400.
(2) through (5) No change.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804 FS. Law Implemented 403.021(11), 403.061, 403.087, 403.088, 403.141, 403.161, 403.182, 403.502, 403.702, 403.708 FS. History–New 8-1-13, 2-17-16,____.

62-302.700 Special Protection, Outstanding Florida Waters, Outstanding National Resource Waters.

(1) through (8) No change. 
(9) Outstanding Florida Waters:

(a) through (e) No change. 
(f) Waters within Areas Acquired through Donation, Trade, or Purchased Under the Environmentally Endangered Lands Bond Program, Conservation and Recreation Lands Program, Land Acquisition Trust Fund Program, and Save Our Coast Program.

	Program Area
	County 

	1. through 3. No change.

	4. Beker Tracts (10-4-90)
	Manatee

	5. through 9. No change.

	10. Carlton Half-Moon Ranch (8-8-94)
	Sumter

	11. through 68. No change. 


(g) No change.

(h) Waters within State Aquatic Preserves.

	Aquatic Preserves
	County 

	1. through 27. No change.

	28. Nature Coast (7-1-20)
	Citrus/Hernando/Pasco

	28. through 43. renumbered 29. through 44. No change.


(i) Special Waters.

1. through 4. No change.

5. Chassahowitzka River System including: Potter, Salt, Baird, Johnson, Crawford, Ryle, and Stevenson Creeks, and other tributaries to the Chassahowitzka River; but excluding artificial waterbodies, defined as any waterbody created by dredging, or excavation, or by the filling in of its boundaries, including canals as defined in 403.803(2), F.S. subsection 62-312.020(3), F.A.C. (1-5-93).

6. through 8. No change.

9. Crooked Lake in Polk County including the area known as Little Crooked Lake and the connecting waterway between these waterbodies; less however, artificial waterbodies, defined as any waterbody created by dredging, or excavation, or by the filling in of its boundaries, including canals as defined in 403.803(2), F.S. subsection 62-312.020(3), F.A.C. (4-9-87).

10. No change.

11. Econlockhatchee River System – consisting of the Econlockhatchee River and the following tributaries:

a. through l. No change.

m. But excluding all other tributaries and artificial water bodies, defined as any water body created by dredging, or excavation, or by the filling in of its boundaries, including canals as defined in 403.803(2), F.S. subsection 62-312.020(3), F.A.C. (6-18-92).

12. Estero Bay Tributaries including: Hendry Creek to State Road 865, Big Bayou, Mullock Creek to U.S. 41 (State Road 45); Mud Creek; Estero River (north and south branches) to I-75 Halfway Creek to State Road 41; Spring Creek to Business Route 41 (State Road 887, old State Road 41), and the unnamed south branch of Spring Creek in Sections 20 and 29; Imperial River to the eastern line of Section 31, Range 26 East, Township 47 South, Oak Creek, and Leitner Creek; except for Tenmile Canal and any artificial water bodies, defined as any water body created by dredging, or excavation, or by the filling in of its boundaries, including canals as defined in 403.803(2), F.S. subsection 62-312.020(3), F.A.C. (10-4-90).

13. Florida Keys, including channels as defined in 403.803(3), F.S. subsection 62-312.020(4), F.A.C., and described as follows: Commence at the northeasterly most point of Palo Alto Key and run due north to a point at the center of the channel of Broad Creek as the point of beginning, thence due east to the eastern boundary of the jurisdictional waters of the State of Florida, thence meander southerly along said eastern boundary to a point due south of the westernmost point of the island of Key West; thence westerly, northerly and easterly along the arc of a curve three leagues distant from the westernmost point of the island of Key West to a point due north of the island of Key West; thence northeasterly three leagues distant from the most northerly land of the Florida Keys to the intersection with the boundary of the Everglades National Park; thence southeasterly, northeasterly and northwesterly along the boundary of the Everglades National Park to the intersection with the Dade County-Monroe County line; thence northeasterly and easterly along the Dade County-Monroe County line to the point of beginning; less however, three areas:

a. through b. No change.

c. Artificial waterbodies, defined as any waterbody created by dredging, or excavation, or by the filling in of its boundaries, including canals as defined in 403.803(2), F.S. subsection 62-312.020(3), F.A.C. (5-8-85).

14. No change. 
15. Homosassa River System including: Halls River, Turtle, Otter, Battle, and Price Creeks, and other tributaries to the Homosassa River; but excluding artificial waterbodies, defined as any waterbody created by dredging, or excavation, or by the filling in of its boundaries, including canals as defined in 403.803(2), F.S. subsection 62-312.020(3), F.A.C. (1-5-93).

16. No change. 
17. Lake Disston – Specifically including Lake Disston plus contiguous wetlands within the following areas: Township 14 South, Range 29 East, Sections 21, 20, 19, 18, 17, 16, 9, 8 and 7 in Flagler County; and Township 14 South, Range 28 East, Sections 13 and 24 in Volusia County except:

a. Artificial water bodies defined as any water body created by dredging, or excavation, or by the filling in of its boundaries, including canals as defined in 403.803(2), F.S. subsection 62-312.020(3), F.A.C.; and,

b. No change.

18. No change.

19. Lemon Bay estuarine system – from Boca Grande Causeway northward to approximately two thousand feet northwest of the mouth of Alligator Creek, specifically identified as the East line of Section 31, Township 39 South, Range 19 East, including Placida Harbor, Gasparilla Pass, Kettle Harbor, Bocilla Lagoon, Bocilla Pass, Knight Pass, Stump Pass, Lemon Bay, Buck Creek upstream to County Road 775, Oyster Creek upstream to County Road 775, Ainger (Rock) Creek upstream to County Road 775, and Godfrey (Godfried, Gottfried) Creek upstream to County Road 775; but excluding:

a. No change.

b. Artificial waterbodies, defined as any waterbody created by dredging, or excavation, or by the filling in of its boundaries, including canals as defined in 403.803(2), F.S. subsection 62-312.020(3), F.A.C. (4-29-86).

20. through 21. No change.

22. Myakka River between State Road 771 (El Jobean Bridge) and the Charlotte-Sarasota County line, except for artificial waterbodies, defined as any waterbody created by dredging, or excavation, or by the filling in of its boundaries, including canals as defined in 403.803(2), F.S. subsection 62-312.020(3), F.A.C. (4-19-88).

23. through 28. No change.

29. Sarasota Bay estuarine system – generally extending from Venice north to the Hillsborough-Manatee County line and specifically described as follows: Commence at the northern tip of Anna Maria Island and follow a line running to the southern tip of Egmont Key until intersecting the boundary between Hillsborough and Manatee Counties; thence run easterly and northeasterly along the county boundary until intersecting the Intracoastal Waterway; thence proceed southerly until intersecting a line between the southern tip of Mullet Key and the western tip of Snead Island; thence proceed southeasterly along said line to the western tip of Snead Island; thence to De Soto Point; and thence westerly and southerly including all of the Sarasota Bay estuarine system southward to the northernmost U.S. Highway Business Route 41 bridge over the Intracoastal Waterway in Venice, including Anna Maria Sound, Passage Key Inlet, Perico Bayou, Palma Sola Bay, Longboat Pass, Sarasota Bay, New Pass, Big Sarasota Pass, Roberts Bay, Little Sarasota Bay, Dryman Bay, Blackburn Bay, Lyons Bay, Venice Inlet, Dona Bay upstream to the U.S. Highway 41 bridge, and Roberts Bay upstream to the U.S. Highway 41 bridge; less however, the following areas:

a. through c. No change.

d. Artificial waterbodies, defined as any waterbody created by dredging, or excavation, or by the filling in of its boundaries, including canals as defined in 403.803(2), F.S. subsection 62-312.020(3), F.A.C. (4-29-86).

e. No change.

30. through 37. No change.

38. Weekiwachee Riverine and Spring System – consisting of the Weekiwachee Springs and River, Mud Springs and River, Jenkins Creek, Salt Spring and Creek, the Weekiwachee Swamp, and all tributaries and contiguous wetlands within the following sections: Township 23 South, Range 17 East, Sections 2-9; Township 22 South, Range 17 East, Sections 20, 21, and 27-35, together with that portion of Section 19 that is southerly of CR 550 (Cortez Blvd.); Township 22 South, Range 16 East, Sections 25 and 36; including any and all waters, and wetlands contiguous to the tributaries located southerly of the north line of Section 25, Township 22 South, Range 16 East and westerly projection thereof and easterly of the west line of Section 36, Township 22 South, Range 16 East and northerly projection thereof, and easterly of a line through latitude 28º 32' 52'' North, longitude 82º 39' 23'' West, and through latitude 28º 31' 47'' North, longitude 82º 39' 52'' West (North American Datum of 1983). This OFW excludes artificial waters defined as any water body created by dredging, or excavation, or by the filling in of its boundaries, including canals as defined in 403.803(2), F.S. subsection 62-312.020(3), F.A.C. (12-11-03).

39. through 40. No change.

41. Withlacoochee Riverine and Lake System, including:

a. through h. No change. 
i. But excluding all other tributaries and artificial waterbodies, defined as any waterbody created by dredging, or excavation, or by the filling in of its boundaries, including canals as defined in 403.803(2), F.S. subsection 62-312.020(3), F.A.C. (4-10-89). ; and,
(j) through (n) No change.

(10) No change.

Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.087, 403.088, 403.804, 403.805 FS. Law Implemented 403.021(11), 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.088, 403.101, 403.141, 403.182, 403.502, 403.702, 403.708 FS. History–New 3-1-79, Amended 8-10-80, 8-24-82, 9-30-82, 11-30-82, 2-1-83, 6-1-83, 3-1-84, 8-16-84, 12-11-84, 1-17-85, 5-8-85, 4-29-86, 5-14-86, 5-22-86, 5-28-86, 10-29-86, 2-18-87, 4-9-87, 11-24-87, 12-15-87, 1-26-88, 4-19-88, 12-28-88, 4-10-89, 9-13-89, 10-4-89, 12-20-89, 1-28-90, Formerly 17-3.041, Amended 10-4-90, 11-8-90, 7-11-91, 8-18-91, 12-11-91, 6-18-92, 1-5-93, 8-8-94, Formerly 17-302.700, Amended 1-23-95, 4-3-95, 4-12-95, 7-16-96, 4-4-01, 12-11-03, 1-9-06, 12-7-06,____.

62-302.800 Site Specific Alternative Criteria.

(1) Type I Site Specific Alternative Criteria: A waterbody, or portion thereof, may not meet a particular ambient water quality criterion specified for its classification, due to natural background conditions or man-induced conditions which cannot be controlled or abated. In such circumstances, and upon petition by an affected person or upon the initiation by the Department, the Secretary may establish a site specific alternative water quality criterion when an affirmative demonstration is made that an alternative criterion is more appropriate for a specified portion of waters of the state. Public notice and an opportunity for public hearing shall be provided prior to issuing any order establishing alternative criteria.

(a) The affirmative demonstration required by this section shall mean a documented showing that the proposed alternative criteria would exist due to natural background conditions or man-induced conditions which cannot be controlled or abated. Such demonstration shall be based upon relevant factors which include:

1. through 3. No change.

4. A discussion of any impacts of the proposed alternative criteria on the designated use of the waters and downstream adjoining waters.

5. A description of the occurrence of any listed threatened or endangered species and critical habitats within the water.

(b) No change.

(2) Type II Site Specific Alternative Criteria: In accordance with the procedures set forth below, affected persons may petition the Department, or the Department may initiate rulemaking, to adopt an alternative water quality criterion for a specific waterbody, or portion thereof, on the basis of site-specific reasons other than those set forth above in subsection 62-302.800(1), F.A.C. The Department shall process any such petition as follows:

(a) through (b) No change.

(c) The Department shall initiate rulemaking for the Commission to consider approval of the proposed alternative criterion as a rule if the petitioner meets all the requirements of this subparagraph and its subparts. The petitioner must demonstrate that the proposed criterion would fully maintain and protect human health, existing uses, and the level of water quality necessary to protect human health and existing and designated beneficial uses. If the petition fails to meet any of these requirements (including the required demonstration), the Department shall issue an order denying the petition. In deciding whether to initiate rulemaking or deny the petition, the Department shall evaluate the petition and other relevant information according to the following criteria and procedures:

1. The petition shall include all the information required under subparagraphs (1)(a)1.-5., (1)(a)1.-4., above.

2. through 7. No change

(d) through (f) No change. 
(3) Type III Site Specific Alternative Criteria (SSAC) for Nutrients: Upon petition by an affected person or upon initiation by the Department, the Department shall establish, by Secretarial Order, site specific numeric nutrient criteria when an affirmative demonstration is made that the proposed criteria achieve the narrative nutrient criteria in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C., and are protective of downstream waters. Public notice and an opportunity for public hearing shall be provided prior to adopting any order establishing alternative criteria under this subsection.

(a) The Department shall establish a Type III SSAC if all of the following conditions are met:

1. The petitioner demonstrates that the waterbody achieves the narrative nutrient criteria in paragraph 62-302.530(48)(b) 62-302.530(47)(b), F.A.C.

a. through c. No change.

2. through 3. No change.

(b) No change.

(4) through (5) No change.

(6) Type II site specific alternative criteria apply to the water bodies, or portions of the water bodies, listed below. For dissolved oxygen site specific alternative criteria, normal daily and seasonal fluctuations above the levels listed in the table below shall be maintained. For site specific alternative criteria with seasonal limits, the generally applicable criteria in Rule 62-302.530, F.A.C., apply at other times of the year.

	Water Body and Class
	Site Specific Alternative Criteria
	County(s)

	(a) through (e) No change.

	(f) Northwest Mitigation Area wetlands and Barley Barber Swamp, as delineated on the map titled “Northwest Mitigation Area Wetlands and Barley Barber Swamp Total Ammonia Nitrogen (TAN) SSAC Boundary, August 2020” effective date [Month Year], (https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18133), which is incorporated by reference herein. Copies of this map may be obtained by writing to the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, 2600 Blair Stone Road, MS 6511, Tallahassee, FL 32399-2400. Class III.
	The 30-day average TAN value shall not exceed the average of the values calculated from the following equation, with no single value exceeding 2.5 times the value from the equation: 
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T and pH are defined as the paired temperature (°C) and pH associated with the TAN sample. MIN is the minimum of either 6.920 or 7.547 x 100.028(20-T). For purposes of TAN criteria calculations, pH is subject to the range of 6.5 to 9.0. The pH shall be set at 6.5 if measured pH is < 6.5 and set at 9.0 if the measured pH is > 9.0. Calculated values are expressed as milligrams/L as Total Ammonia Nitrogen (TAN = NH4 + + NH3).
	Martin


Rulemaking Authority 403.061, 403.062, 403.087, 403.504, 403.704, 403.804, 403.805 FS. Law Implemented 403.021(11), 403.061, 403.087, 403.088, 403.141, 403.161, 403.502 FS. History–Formerly 17-3.05(4), Amended 3-1-79, 10-2-80, 2-1-83, Formerly 17-3.031, Amended 6-17-92, Formerly 17-302.800, Amended 5-15-02, 1-9-06, 6-28-06, 12-7-06, 8-5-07, 8-5-10, 7-3-12, 8-1-13, 10-6-14, 2-17-16, ____.
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