Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES
Division of Administration
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
5A-19.001
Agriculture and Aquaculture Producers Natural Disaster Recovery Loan Program

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The rule will implement changes made to s. 570.822, Florida Statutes, during the 2025 legislative session (Ch. 2025-22, L.O.F.), including updating the affected program’s name to the Agriculture and Aquaculture Producers Emergency Recovery Loan Program.

SUMMARY: The rule implements statutory changes made during the most recent legislative session. These changes include updating the name of the program, expanding qualifying expenses to include the restocking of aquaculture, and modifying the incorporated loan application to conform with those revisions.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The department’s economic analysis of the adverse impact or potential regulatory costs of the proposed rules do not exceed any of the criteria established in Section 120.541(2)(a), Florida Statutes. The proposed rule will not impose any costs on regulated businesses. Additionally, no interested party submitted additional information regarding the economic impact.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 570.07(23), 570.822(9) FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 570.822 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Brittany Griffith, Assistant Director, Division of Administration, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, 407 South Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
5A-19.001 Agriculture and Aquaculture Producers Emergency Natural Disaster Recovery Loan Program.
(1) Pursuant to Section 570.822, F.S., the Agriculture and Aquaculture Producers Emergency Natural Disaster Recovery Loan Program (Program) is established within the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (Department). The Program will be managed by the Department as a revolving loan fund to make loans to agriculture and aquaculture producers that experienced damage or destruction from a declared emergency Natural Disaster. These loan funds shall only be used to restore, repair, or replace essential physical property or remove vegetative debris from essential physical property, or restock aquaculture. The definitions in s. 570.822, F.S., shall apply to this rule.
(2) Application Process. 
(a) Following a qualifying dDeclared emergency Natural Disaster, the Department will notice the opening of an application period for the Program.
(b) through (c) No change. 
(d) Applicants shall submit all documentation and information as required in the Agriculture and Aquaculture Producers Emergency Natural Disaster Recovery Loan Application, FDACS-01421 (XX/XX 10/24), which is hereby adopted and incorporated by reference. The form can be accessed at https://www.flrules.org/gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-XXXXX 17151 and is also available for review at https://www.fdacs.gov/Forms. 
(e) An applicant seeking to use loan funds for purposes authorized by the Program on leased lands must provide authorization from the landowner as part of the application process using the Owner’s Authorized Representative form within the Agriculture and Aquaculture Producers Emergency Natural Disaster Recovery Loan Application, FDACS-01421 (XX/XX 10/24), which is incorporated by reference in paragraph (2)(d) of this rule. 
(f) No change.
(3) No change.
(4) Loan Terms. Upon approval, the applicant will be provided a standard agreement with terms and conditions for the loan. The Applicant must enter into an agreement with the Department prior to the receipt of funds. The maximum loan amount an per applicant may receive is $500,000.00 for each application period. Each 10-year loan shall be made at a 0% interest rate, and payments shall be made in accordance with the terms of the loan. 
(5) through (6) No change. 
Rulemaking Authority 570.07(23), 570.822(9) FS. Law Implemented 570.822 FS. History–New 12-5-24, Amended 4-2-25,         .
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Brittany Griffith, Assistant Director, Division of Administration, Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Commissioner of Agriculture Wilton Simpson

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: June 18, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: June 20, 2025
