Notice of Development of Rulemaking

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Marine Fisheries
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

68B-24.0065
Special Provisions for John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park in Monroe County: Closure During Two-day Sport Season; Closure of Coral Formation Protection Zones

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of this rule development notice is to address possible rule amendments for the Coral Formation Protection Zones (CPZs) of John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park in response to inconsistencies found between the CPZ boundary coordinates described in Rule 68B-24.0065, F.A.C., and the current placement of boundary buoys on the water. The effect of this rule amendment is to rectify the CPZ boundary inconsistencies and improve the zoned areas to fulfill their original intention of protecting Florida’s coral reef tract while increasing access to areas of non-critical habitat for lobster harvest and trap deployment.

SUBJECT AREA TO BE ADDRESSED: Subject areas to be addressed in the rule development notice includes changing the boundary coordinates for the Coral Formation Protection Areas of John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Florida Constitution.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Florida Constitution.
IF REQUESTED IN WRITING AND NOT DEEMED UNNECESSARY BY THE AGENCY HEAD, A RULE DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP WILL BE NOTICED IN THE NEXT AVAILABLE FLORIDA ADMINISTRATIVE REGISTER.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT AND A COPY OF THE PRELIMINARY DRAFT, IF AVAILABLE, IS: Jessica McCawley, Director, Division of Marine Fisheries Management, 620 S. Meridian St., Tallahassee, Florida 32399, and (850)487-0554.

THE PRELIMINARY TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT IS AVAILABLE AT NO CHARGE FROM THE CONTACT PERSON LISTED ABOVE.
