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RULE TITLE:

65C-28.011
Criminal, Delinquency and Abuse/Neglect History Checks for Release to a Parent, Placement with a Relative and Non-Relative and Approval of Informal Safety Management Providers

NOTICE OF CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the following changes have been made to the proposed rule in accordance with subparagraph 120.54(3)(d)1., F.S., published in Vol. 51 No. 72, April 14, 2025 issue of the Florida Administrative Register.

65C-28.011 Criminal, Delinquency and Abuse/Neglect History Checks for Release to a Parent, Placement with a Relative and Non-Relative and Approval of Informal Safety Management Providers.
(1) The following criminal, delinquency and abuse/neglect history checks shall be performed when a child is initially placed or remains with a relative or non-relative:
(a) through (h) No change. 
(i) For all household members aged 12 and older, a Clerk of Court Search in the household member’s county of residence or a search of the CCIS must be conducted by the child welfare professional protection investigator for ongoing services. 
(j) For all household members age 18 and older, a Florida Sexual Offenders and Predators Registration check must be conducted by the child welfare professional protection investigator. 
(2) through (4) No change. 
(5) Updating Home Study and Recommendation for Court Ordered Custody. Persons who are approved relative/non-relative caregivers, parents, and any adult household members shall be re-screened at least annually and prior to case closure when a child placed is remaining in the home. Annual screening shall include a local criminal records check, an abuse and neglect record check clearance through the Child Welfare Information System, records of any call outs responses to the home by law enforcement that did not result in criminal charges, and any 911 calls to the home. A request for call outs regarding the household members from police and sheriff’s offices must be made and reviewed prior to completing the homestudy update when results are available. Any criminal, delinquency and abuse/neglect history check results received subsequent to placing a child shall be considered in regard to the child’s safety and shall be provided to the court. If any disqualifying results are received, the child welfare professional responsible for the case shall notify Children’s Legal Services within 24 hours of receipt.
(6) Release of a Child to a Parent. Prior to recommending to the court that a child be released to a parent, the parent and household members shall undergo all criminal, delinquency and abuse/neglect history checks that are required for placement with relatives and non-relatives.
(a) Parents are not required to be fingerprinted prior to reunification, including for placements made through the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC).
(b) If the parent is reunified in the child’s current placement, the caregiver and household members are not required to submit to new background checks if they were included in the licensed or relative/non-relative home study and their background checks have not expired. Otherwise, prior to recommending to the court that a child be released to a parent, the household members shall undergo all criminal, delinquency and abuse/neglect history checks that are required for placement with relatives and non-relatives.
(7) through (9) No change. 
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