Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-6.0531
Reading Achievement Initiative for Scholastic Excellence (RAISE)

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Department is revising the RAISE High School Tutoring Program parameters to align the rule with changes to Section 1008.365, F. S. (House Bill 1255 from the 2025 Legislative Session), to expand the types of tutoring hours that may be counted toward meeting the community service requirements for graduation and the Bright Futures Scholarship Program. Additional revisions include an update to better align with the District Comprehensive Evidence-Based Reading Plan (CERP) and an update for the reference to the Florida Continuous Improvement Management System (CIMS).

SUMMARY: This rule establishes the Reading Achievement Initiative for Scholastic Excellence (RAISE) Program, which provides instructional supports to identified schools. As part of the RAISE Program, the Department has established a tutoring program that prepares eligible high school students to tutor students in kindergarten through grade 3 at RAISE schools.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth or business competitiveness, or increase regulatory costs or any other factors listed in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. Based on the nature of the change and prior experience with this rule, no increase in regulatory costs is anticipated as a result of the rule changes.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1008.365(9), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1008.365, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: August 20, 2025, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: St. Johns River State College, 2990 College Dr., Building J, Room J-149, St. Augustine, Florida, 32084

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Michelle Barash, Executive Director, Just Read, Florida! (850)245-9539, Michelle.Barash2@fldoe.org

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
6A-6.0531 Reading Achievement Initiative for Scholastic Excellence (RAISE).
(1) No change. 
(2) Identification of RAISE schools. A district school serving students in kindergarten through grade 5 must be identified for supports, regardless of its school grade pursuant to s. 1008.34, F.S., if: 
(a) through (b) No change. 
(c) At least ten (10) students are present for both the second and third full-time equivalent (FTE) survey periods as specified in Rule 6A-1.0451, Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), and who are still enrolled at the time of statewide, standardized testing.
(3) Supports for RAISE schools. A school identified for RAISE based on the established criteria must:
(a) Receive support from a State Regional Literacy Director. State Regional Literacy Directors serve in a regional capacity focused on improving implementation of evidence-based practices and programs curriculum, instruction and intervention; reading assessments as delineated in District Comprehensive Evidence-Based Reading Plans approved under s. 1003.4201, F.S.; and the reading portion of school improvement plans for schools identified for RAISE supports. State Regional Literacy Directors utilize district-level, school-level and classroom-level data to help provide differentiated support to school districts, school-level literacy leadership teams, coaches and teachers. State Regional Literacy Directors provide supports for schools identified for RAISE, including:
1. through 5. No change. 
(b) Implement a school improvement plan pursuant to s. 1001.42(18), F.S., or, if the school is already implementing a school improvement plan, the plan must be amended to explicitly address strategies for improving reading performance. The school improvement plan must be submitted through the Florida Continuous Improvement Management System version 2 (CIMS v2) website: https://www.cims2.floridacims.org https://www.floridacims.org/.
(4) RAISE Tutoring Program. As part of RAISE, the Department has established a tutoring program that prepares eligible high school students to tutor students in kindergarten through grade 3 who attend RAISE schools.
(a) through (c) No change. 
(d) Unpaid Hhours that a high school student devotes to tutoring may be counted toward meeting community service requirements for high school graduation and community service requirements for participation in the Florida Bright Futures Scholarship Program as provided in s. 1003.493(3)(b), F.S.

(e) through (f) No change. 
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