Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
6A-6.0533
Determining a Substantial Deficiency in Early Mathematics Skills and Substantial Deficiency in Mathematics

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: To update the notification to parents section of the rule for students in grades K-4 with a substantial deficiency in mathematics to implement changes from House Bill 1255 (2025) regarding the New Worlds Scholarship Program and New Worlds Tutoring Program. This amendment also changes the criteria for determining a substantial deficiency in early mathematics skills for students in VPK programs.

SUMMARY: The proposed rule updates criteria for determining a substantial deficiency in early mathematics skills for students in VPK and parental notification requirements for students with a substantial deficiency in mathematics in grades K-4.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule is not expected to have any adverse impact on economic growth or business competitiveness, or increase regulatory costs or any other factor set forth in s. 120.541(2), F.S., and will not require legislative ratification. This is based on the nature of the proposed rule and past experience when academic standards and course requirements were revised.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), (2)(n), 1008.25(11), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1008.25(6), F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: August 20, 2025, 9:00 a.m.

PLACE: St. Johns River State College, 2990 College Dr., Building J, Room J-149, St. Augustine, FL 32084

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: LaKeesha Parker, Bureau of Standards and Instructional Support, (850)245-0887 or email LaKeesha.Parker@fldoe.org.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
6A-6.0533 Determining a Substantial Deficiency in Early Mathematics Skills and Substantial Deficiency in Mathematics.
(1) through (3) No change. 
(4) Substantial Deficiency in Early Mathematics Skills. A VPK student is identified as having a substantial deficiency in early mathematics skills as described below. 
(a) No change. 
(b) Through observation and informal assessment has demonstrated less than fifty (50) percent achievement of twenty-five (25) percent or less of the mathematical thinking standards adopted for use in VPK programs per s. 1002.67, F.S.
(5) No change. 
(6) Notification to Parents.
(a) Parents of students with a substantial deficiency in mathematics must be notified by the school district in writing of the information listed in s. 1008.25(6)(c)1.-5.4., F.S., and consulted in the development of a plan to address the deficiency as described in subsection (7) of this rule. 
(b) No change. 
(7) No change. 
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