Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
33-601.602
Community Release Programs

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose and effect of the proposed rule is Rule amendment is necessary to clarify that the WRIMS database is operable in all state and private work release centers; authorize inmates at work release to draw funds from their account in the amount permitted by Rule 33-203.201, Florida Administrative Code; and authorize the Secretary or designee to designate housing a community release center.

Form DC6-199 is being revised to provide that tracking devices may only be used to communicate with center staff and monitoring center personnel and to add separate lines for tracking device serial number and Ankle Bracelet Serial number.

Form DC6-118B is being revised to require signature by “Group Officer/Center” rather than “Classification Officer/Center.”

Form DC6-125 is being revised to add incorporating language to the footer.

SUMMARY: The proposed rule amendment is necessary to facilitate the operation of various community release programs with provisions for eligibility requirements, procedures and protocols, housing, restitution, and retrieving earned income from work release programs. The rule sets forth guidelines that promote successful integration into society.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The Department used an itemized checklist to conduct an economic analysis and determine , if there is an adverse impact or regulatory cost associated with this rule that exceeds the criteria. Upon review of the proposed changes to the rule, the Department has determined that the amendments will not exceed any one of the economic analysis criteria in a SERC as set forth in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 944.09(1)(a), (e), (m), (q), and (6); 944.105(6); 945.091(1), (3), and (4); 946.002(1)(a) and (2)(c); 958.09(1) and (6), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 944.09, 945.091, 946.002, 958.09, F.S.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Amy Matlock, Office of the General Counsel, 501 South Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, (850)717-3605, FDCRuleCorrespondence@fdc.myflorida.com.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
33-601.602 Community Release Programs.
(1) Definitions.
(a) through (l) No Change
(m) Work Release Inmate Monitoring System (WRIMS) – A web site application used by contract community release facility staff to record information related to an inmate’s participation in a community release program.
(2) Eligibility and Ineligibility Criteria.
(a) No Change.
(b) An inmate is ineligible for any community release program if he or she has:
1. through 6. No Change.
7. Current or prior conviction for attempted murder of a law enforcement officer under Section 782.065(2), F.S., or former section 784.07(3), F.S. (repealed 10/01/1995).
8. through 13. No Change
(c) through (g) No Change.
(3) No Change
(4) Inmate Conduct While on Community Release.
(a) No Change.
(b) Inmates assigned to a community release program may be subject to electronic monitoring to ensure the safety and security of the public and are required to abide by the Community Release Center Electronic Monitoring Equipment Assignment Rules, Form DC6-199. Form DC6-199 is hereby incorporated by reference. Copies of this form are available from the Forms Control Administrator, 501 South Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2500, https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18567 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-06800. The effective date of the form is XX/XX 5-16.
(c) through (d) No Change.
(e) The classification officer or designated contract facility staff shall complete Form DC6-118A, Personalized Program Plan for Community Release Centers, on all inmates assigned to the community release center within 14 days of receipt of the inmate at the center. Form DC6-118A is hereby incorporated by reference. Copies of this form are available from the Forms Control Administrator, 501 South Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2500, http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-11989. The effective date of the form is 06/20. The completed personalized program plan shall be signed by the inmate, the inmate’s classification officer, and the correctional officer major or the designated contract facility staff and facility director at contract facilities. Once the personalized program plan is signed, it shall be given to the staff member assigned to work with the inmate. Any changes in the personalized program plan shall be discussed with the inmate and shall be documented on Form DC6-118B, Personalized Program Plan – Modification Plan. Form DC6-118B is hereby incorporated by reference. Copies of this form are available from the Forms Control Administrator, 501 South Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2500, http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18617. The effective date of the form is XX/XX 1-18-11. The inmate’s progress towards achieving the goals of the personalized program plan shall be reviewed monthly with the inmate. The outcome of each review shall be documented on Form DC6-118C, Personalized Program Plan – Monthly Progress Review, and or shall be entered into WRIMS at those facilities at which the system is operational. Form DC6-118C is hereby incorporated by reference. Copies of this form are available from the Forms Control Administrator, 501 South Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2500. The effective date of the form is 1-18-11. A copy of the Personalized Program Plan shall be printed and given to the inmate. Staff are authorized to schedule subsequent progress reviews upon request of the inmate.
(f) When the inmate is ready for release, a release plan shall be completed in order to assist the inmate in his or her release plans and or the plan information shall be entered into WRIMS at those facilities at which the system is operational.
(5) through (7) No Change.
(8) Employment.
(a) through (h) No change.
(i) Facility personnel shall visit the inmate’s place of employment for new employers within the first five days to verify employment. Documentation of on-site employment verification shall be placed in the inmate’s file by utilizing Form DC6-125, Employment Contacts, and or shall be entered into WRIMS at those facilities at which the system is operational. Form DC6-125 is hereby incorporated by reference. Copies of this form are available from the Forms Control Administrator, 501 South Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2500, https://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18618. The effective date of the form is XX/XX 9-2-01.
(j) There shall be a minimum of three employment contacts per inmate per month by facility personnel to substantiate attendance and discuss any problems that may have arisen. If the inmate has multiple part time jobs, the required contacts must be made at each place of employment. Two of the contacts shall be accomplished either through telephone calls or site visits to the inmate’s place(s) of employment, and documentation of the contacts shall be made on Form DC6-125 and or shall be entered into WRIMS at those facilities at which the system is operational. One of the three monthly contacts shall be a personal on-site job check while the inmate is present on the job site. The documentation of the contacts shall be made on Form DC6-125 and placed in the inmate’s file and or shall be entered into WRIMS at those facilities at which the system is operational for future reference.
(k) Facility personnel shall establish a primary and secondary job contact person at all employment sites. The primary and secondary contact person shall be named on Form DC6-125 and or shall be entered into WRIMS at those facilities at which the system is operational.
(l) The employer shall provide a current work schedule for the inmate to the work release center each week prior to the inmate being allowed to depart for work. The inmate’s work schedule shall be entered into WRIMS at those facilities at which the system is operational.
(m) No change.
(9) Clothing and Equipment.
(a) through (h) No change.
(i) Inmates assigned to a community release program are authorized to possess one cell phone each to assist these inmates in setting up job interviews, cementing family relationships, and establishing contacts necessary to increase their chances for successful reentry into the community.
1. through 4. No change.
5. Upon acknowledgement of the DC6-2075 by the inmate, staff will:
a. Add the cell phone to the inmate’s Inmate Property List, Form DC6-224, denoting the make, model, serial number, and associated phone number. Form DC6-224 is incorporated in Rule 33-602.201, F.A.C. This information will also be entered into WRIMS at those facilities at which the system is operational; and
b. No change.
6. through 10. No change.
(10) No Change. 
(11) Disbursement of Earnings.
(a) through (k) No change.
(l) An inmate is permitted to draw up to the amount permitted by Rule 33-203.201, F.A.C., $100.00 from his or her account each week, provided the inmate has sufficient funds, it is in accordance with the inmate’s financial/budget section of his or her personalized program plan, and the draw is not taken from the savings required by paragraph (11)(c), above. The largest denomination of monies allowed is a five-dollar bill.
(m) No change.
(12) through (16) No change.
(17) Program Facilities.
(a) No change.
(b) Unless otherwise authorized by the Secretary or his or her designee, iInmates participating in community release programs will be housed in a community release center.
(c) No change.
(18) No change.
Rulemaking Authority 944.09, 944.105, 945.091, 946.002, 958.09 FS. Law Implemented 944.09, 945.091, 946.002, 958.09 FS. History–New 12-7-97, Amended 4-13-98, 10-20-98, Formerly 33-9.023, Amended 3-14-01, 9-2-01, 10-27-03, 3-2-04, 10-28-04, 2-7-05, 2-22-07, 7-17-07, 4-10-08, 9-30-08, 1-18-11, 3-6-14, 7-14-14, 5-29-16, 6-9-20, __________.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Hope Gartman, Assistant Deputy Secretary of Institutions

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Ricky D. Dixon,, Secretary

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: July 1, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: May 8, 2025

