Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL REGULATION
Florida Athletic Commission
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 

61K1-4.001
Amateur Sanctioning Organization Licensure, Criteria for Approval and Denial

61K1-4.017
Boxing Conduct of Bout; Rounds

61K1-4.021
Kickboxing Conduct of Bout; Rounds

61K1-4.022
Kickboxing Apparel

61K1-4.025
Mixed Martial Arts Conduct of Bout; Rounds

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Board proposes an amendment that updates the rules for clarity, updates and incorporate forms, and to comply with legislative changes.

SUMMARY: The proposed rules are updated to provide clarity, to update existing language, to update and

incorporate outdated forms, and to comply with legislative changes.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: During discussion of the economic impact of this rule at its Board meeting, the Board concluded that this rule change will not have any impact on licensees and their businesses or the businesses that employ them. The rule will not increase any fees, business costs, personnel costs, will not decrease profit opportunities, and will not require any specialized knowledge to comply. This change will not increase any direct or indirect regulatory costs. Hence, the Board determined that a Statement of Estimated Regulatory Costs (SERC) was not necessary and that the rule will not require ratification by the Legislature. No person or interested party submitted additional information regarding the economic impact at that time.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 548.003(2), 548.006 FS.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: 548.003, 548.006, 548.0065, 548.008 548.011, 548.017, 548.021, 548.025, 548.026, 548.028, 548.032, 548.035, 548.043, 548.046, 548.057 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Timothy L. Shipman, Executive Director, Florida Athletic Commission, 2601 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, FL 32399-1016 or telephone (850)488-8500, or by electronic mail to Timothy.Shipman@myfloridalicense.com

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
61K1-4.001 Amateur Sanctioning Organization Licensure, Criteria for Approval and Denial.
(1) License; Requirement, Procedure and Period, Fee.
(a) Through (b) No Change.
(c) Licensing Procedure and Period.
1. Application for licensure approval as an Amateur Sanctioning Organization shall be submitted on Form DBPR-FSBC-01, “Application for Amateur Sanctioning Organization”, (06/25) effective December 2012, adopted and incorporated, which may be obtained on the “Boxing, Kickboxing, & Mixed Martial Arts” link at https://www.myfloridalicense.com/intentions2.asp, or at https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18492 02363.  The application shall be accompanied by any required supplemental information and by the licensure fee. 
2. Through 4. No Change.
(2) Criteria for Application. 
(a) An amateur sanctioning organization seeking approval from the Florida Athletic Commission to sanction and supervise matches shall provide the following during the application process: 
1. Through 10. No Change.
(b) No Change.
(3) Through (5) No Change.
(6) Denial of application. 
(a) No Change.
(b) The commission shall not issue a license or approval to any entity with officers, trustees, partners, directors, or owners in the applicant organization, who individually had a license or approval issued by the commission or equivalent licensing authority of another state revoked, suspended, or otherwise acted against disciplined. Ownership includes all persons who provide financial support for the amateur sanctioning organization in an amount greater than or equal to 10% of the budget for the fiscal year.
(c) The commission shall not issue a license or approval to any entity with officers, trustees, partners, directors, or owners in the applicant organization, who have been officers, trustees, partners, directors, or owners in an amateur sanctioning organization which had a license or approval issued by the commission or equivalent licensing authority of another state revoked, suspended, or otherwise acted against disciplined. Ownership includes all persons who provide financial support for the amateur sanctioning organization in an amount greater than or equal to 10% of the budget for the fiscal year.
(d) The commission, executive director, or its designee, may deny the application for one or more of the following reasons: 
1. No Change. 
2. If any of the organizations officers, partners, officials, authorized representatives, or persons with a financial interest in the organization have criminal history evidencing fraud, theft, crimes of moral turpitude, or any crime that would constitute as a violation of Chapter 548, F.S.
3. Through 6. No Change.
(7) No Change.
Rulemaking Authority 548.003(2), 548.006 FS. Law Implemented 548.003, 548.006, 548.0065, 548.008 548.011, 548.017, 548.021, 548.025, 548.026, 548.028, 548.032, 548.035, 548.046, 548.057 FS. History–New 3-14-13, Amended 2-14-19,_________________.
61K1-4.017 Boxing Conduct of Bout; Rounds.
(1) All matches are to be designated as amateur.
(a) If advertising is conducted, the advertising shall clearly indicate the matches are amateur. Advertisements may use the ring name or nickname of an amateur provided the full legal name of the amateur is also included. 
(b) No Change.
(2) Conduct of Bout for all age groups:
(a) Through (b) No Change.
(c) All amateurs must enter and compete in all matches under their own legal names as verified by a valid government-issued form of identification. This does not prohibit the use of a ring name or nickname during fighter introductions. The use of a ring name or nickname is strictly prohibited. 
(d) Through (e) No Change.
(f) When an amateur is knocked out or injured by submission, no one is allowed in the ring until authorized by a referee or physician.
(g) Through (k) No Change.
(l) Amateurs may compete against amateurs from one age class above or below their age class. Amateurs under the age of sixteen (16) may not compete against amateurs with more than a 24-month difference in age, based on the amateurs’ actual birthdates.
(m) No Change.
(3) Through (12) No Change.
Rulemaking Authority 548.003(2) FS. Law Implemented 548.003, 548.0065, 548.057 FS. History–New 3-14-13,____Amended_____________.
61K1-4.021 Kickboxing Conduct of Bout; Rounds.
(1) All matches are to be designated as amateur. 
(a) If advertising is conducted, the advertising shall clearly indicate the matches are amateur. Advertisements may use the ring name or nickname of an amateur provided the full legal name of the amateur is also included.
(b) No Change.
(2) Conduct of Bout for all age groups:
(a) No Change.
(b) All amateurs must enter and compete in all matches under their own legal names as verified by a valid government-issued form of identification. This does not prohibit the use of a ring name or nickname during fighter introductions. The use of a ring name or nickname is strictly prohibited.
(c) Through (k) No Change.
(3) No Change.
(4) Fouls listed, all ages:
(a) No Change.
(b) Striking with the elbow to any target (not a foul for Muay Thai amateurs aged 18 years and older when both amateurs agree to use elbows);
(c) Through (o) No Change.
(5) Through (7) No Change.
Rulemaking Authority 548.003(2) FS. Law Implemented 548.003, 548.0065 FS. History–New 3-14-13, Amended 3-10-20,_______________.
61K1-4.022 Kickboxing Apparel.
(1) Through (3) No Change.
(4) Muay Thai All amateurs aged 18 and older must wear elbow pads constructed of non-abrasive material, minimum 1/2ꞌꞌ inch thick around the impact area of the elbow if both amateurs agree to use elbows.
(5) Through (6) No Change.
Rulemaking Authority 548.003(2) FS. Law Implemented 548.003, 548.0065 FS. History–New 3-14-13, Amended 11-16-20, 7-8-21,______________.
61K1-4.025 Mixed Martial Arts Conduct of Bout; Rounds.
(1) All matches are to be designated as amateur.
(a) If advertising is conducted, the advertising shall clearly indicate the matches are amateur. Advertisements may use the ring name or nickname of an amateur provided the full legal name of the amateur is also included.
(b) No Change.
(2) No Change.
(3) All amateurs must enter and compete in all matches under their own legal names as verified by a valid government issued form of identification. This does not prohibit the use of a ring name or nickname during fighter introductions. The use of a ring name or nickname is strictly prohibited.
(4) Through (13) No Change.
(14) Fouls listed:
(a) Fouls/Illegal Techniques while Standing or on the Ground include:
1. Through 9. No Change.
10. Striking with the elbow, forearm, or triceps (Elbows are permitted Exception if both amateurs have a minimum of three amateur bouts and both amateurs agree to use elbows. For matches involving elbows, striking downward using the point of the elbow is prohibited.);
11. Through 20. Change.
21. Stomping or kicking the head of a grounded opponent (A fighter shall be considered grounded when any part of their body other than their hands or feet is in contact with the canvas);
22. Through 34. No Change.
(b) No Change.
(15) Through (16) No Change.
Rulemaking Authority 548.003(2) FS. Law Implemented 548.003, 548.0065, 548.043, 548.057 FS. History–New 3-14-13, Amended 12-5-16, 5-14-20,__________________.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Florida Athletic Commission

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Athletic Commission

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: June 30, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: July 23, 2025
