Notice of Change/Withdrawal

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Family Safety and Preservation Program
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

65C-16.005
Evaluation of Applicants

NOTICE OF CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the following changes have been made to the proposed rule in accordance with subparagraph 120.54(3)(d)1., F.S., published in Vol. 51 No. 61, March 28, 2025 issue of the Florida Administrative Register.


Form CF-FSP 5494 is a new form that captures adoption character references. Form CF-FSP 5498 is a new form that the chair of the AARC will submit the recommendation to the Department that was part of the Notice of Proposed Rule. Form CF-FSP 5498 is being submitted through Department of State website for reference number. 

65C-16.005 Evaluation of Applicants.
(1) No change.
(2) No change.
(3) In determining which home studies and applications for adoption will be approved, all of the following criteria, not listed in any order of priority, must be considered:
(a) through (p) No change. 
(q) References. A minimum of three (3) references shall be required using form CF-FSP 5494 “Adoption or Foster Home Licensing Character Reference” (August 2025), incorporated by reference and available at available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18568. Only one (1) reference may be obtained from an employer of each applicant and only one (1) of the references may be obtained from a relative. All other references must be obtained from persons who either: 1) have observed the applicants in situations that give some indication for their capacity for parenthood, or 2) who as the result of their relationship to the applicant, possess documentation or knowledge of the applicant’s capacity for parenthood. All references may must be obtained verbally by the child welfare professional and documented unless providing a written document electronically is more expeditious. References may include the case manager and Guardian ad Litem volunteers or staff who have been assigned to the child’s case when no conflict of interest exists; 
(r) through (s) No change. 
(4) through (5) No change. 
(6) Families Who Adopt Again. Prior approval of a family to adopt does not automatically deem the family appropriate to adopt again. Consideration of any family for placement of a subsequent child requires an updating of the previous adoption home study. The update shall include an assessment of the following:
(a) through (h) No change.  
(i) Updated References. A minimum of two (2) references shall be obtained when updating an adoption home study toward placement of an additional child. References shall address how the family seems to have managed with the previously adopted child and how they believe the family will cope with additional children. References must be obtained from persons who either: 1) have observed the applicants in situations that give some indication for their capacity for parenthood, or 2) who as the result of their relationship to the applicant, possess documentation or knowledge of the applicant’s capacity for parenthood. The case manager shall attempt to obtain a reference from an adult child of the applicant, if applicable. Only one (1) of the references may be obtained from a relative. All references may must be obtained verbally by the child welfare professional and documented unless providing a written document eletronically is more expeditious. References may include child welfare professionals and Guardian ad Litem volunteers or staff who have been assigned to the child’s case when no conflict of interest exists;
(j) through (k) No change.  
(7) through (8) No change. 
(9) Adoption Applicant Review Committee. Each CBC agency responsible for providing adoption services for children in the Department’s custody must establish an Adoption Applicant Review Committee.
(a) No change.
(b) The committee will provide consultation and assistance to the adoption counselor on any child-specific adoption home study in which the counselor and supervisor are recommending denial, or adoption case situations which present challenging issues. Requests for committee review may be made by the adoption counselor, the Department or the CBC agency. Requests for committee review must be made in writing and forwarded to the CBC agency. While the committee is available to review any challenging case, all cases with the following issues, except as set forth below, must be referred to the committee.
1. through 2. No change.  
3. Adult and Child Abuse, Abandonment and Neglect Record Check. Applicants in which the Adult and/or Child Abuse, Abandonment and Neglect Record Check reveals verified findings of abuse, neglect, or abandonment which did not result in a disqualifying felony conviction and in cases in which abuse or neglect was not substantiated. When an applicant has one (1) or more investigations with findings of a verified or not substantiated finding, all of the investigations that involve the applicant must be reviewed to assess if there are reoccurring circumstances that may affect the safety and well-being of the children in the home. If the applicant has one (1) or more investigations with a not substantiated finding, referral of these applicants to the Adoption Applicant Review Committee is not required but must be submitted to the community-based care lead agency (CBC) or designee for approval.
4. through 5. No change. 
(c) The review committee chairperson will convene the committee within 10 business days of receipt of the request and provide all necessary written documents to the committee members no less than five (5) business days prior to the committee convening. Each committee member shall submit their recommendation to the chair within five (5) business days of the conclusion of the review. The chair shall submit the “Adoption Application Review Committee (AARC) Recommendation Cover Letter,” form CF-FSP 5498, (August 2025) (insert date), incorporated by reference and available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18569 http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-XXX, to the Department and the CBC agency within 10 business days of the committee’s recommendation, but no later than 15 business days from the conclusion of the review. The Department will make the final decision after reviewing the committee’s recommendation to ensure the evaluation of the application complies with Chapter 65C-16 and Florida Statutes. 
(d) through (e) No change.  
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