Notice of Proposed Rule

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Marine Fisheries
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 

68B-24.0065
Special Provisions for John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park in Monroe County: Closure During Two-day Sport Season; Closure of Coral Formation Protection Zones

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) is modifying the boundary coordinates for Coral Formation Protection Zones (CPZs) of John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park to resolve inconsistencies between the CPZ boundary coordinates described in 68B-24.0065, F.A.C., and the boundaries of CPZs that are currently marked by buoys on the water. Surveys by FWC and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection additionally revealed neither the CPZs described in rule nor the CPZs currently marked on the water adequately encompass the coral habitat which they intend to protect.

The purpose of these rule changes is to resolve the discrepancies between the CPZ boundary coordinates currently listed in the F.A.C. and the boundaries marked on the water and to maintain protection of coral habitat.

The effect of the rule amendments for the CPZs in John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park is to modify the boundaries of CPZs, thereby increasing the proportion of coral habitat within the State Park being protected by the CPZs, consolidating the total number of CPZs from ten to seven, and increasing the total area of non-coral habitat open to lobster harvest.

SUMMARY: These rule amendments modify the boundary coordinates of CPZs in John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park and reduce the number of CPZs from ten to seven.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: the nature of the rule and the preliminary analysis conducted to determine whether a SERC was required.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Article IV, Section 9, Florida Constitution
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Article IV, Section 9, Florida Constitution
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this workshop/meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 5 days before the workshop/meeting by contacting: the ADA Coordinator, at (850)488-6411. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice).

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Jessica McCawley, Director, Division of Marine Fisheries Management, 620 S. Meridian St., Tallahassee, Florida 32399, and (850)487-0554.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:
68B-24.0065 Special Provisions for John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park in Monroe County: Closure During Two-day Sport Season; Closure of Coral Formation Protection Zones.
(1) No change.
(2) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission finds that lobster harvest in the coral formation areas of John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park is inconsistent with maintenance of the valuable marine resources contained in and supported by such formations and with the purposes of the park.
(a) During the regular spiny lobster season established in subsection 68B-24.005(1), F.A.C., no person shall harvest or attempt to harvest any species of the Genera Panulirus or Scyllarides, or deploy any trap, in the following described areas of John Pennekamp Coral Reef State Park, each of which is a polygon bounded by the lines connecting the coordinates as expressed by latitude and longitude:








North


West

Name of Area


Plot Corner

Latitude


Longitude

1.
Turtle Rocks

1


25° 18.85'

80° 13.03’





2


25° 18.24’

80° 12.64’





3


25° 17.05’

80° 13.51’





4


25° 16.57’

80° 14.15’





5


25° 16.94’

80° 14.56’

2.
Basin Hill

1


25° 12.44’

80° 16.81’





2


25° 13.29'

80° 16.09'





3


25° 13.89'

80° 15.54'





4


25° 14.15'

80° 15.37’





5


25° 14.7’

80° 16.00’





6


25° 14.41’

80° 16.2’





7


25° 13.73’

80° 16.15’





8


25° 13.49’

80° 17.01’





9


25° 12.8’

80° 17.51’

3.
Higdon’s Reef

1


25° 8.66’

80° 18.8’





2


25° 8.05’

80° 19.28’





3


25° 7.92’

80° 19.08’





4


25° 8.55’

80° 18.62’

4.
Cannon Patch

1


25° 5.95’

80° 20.69’





2


25° 6.55’

80° 20.14’





3


25° 6.83’

80° 20.46’





4


25° 6.75’

80° 20.56’





5


25° 6.1’


80° 20.9’

5.
Mosquito Bank N.
1


25° 4.71’

80° 22.28’





2


25° 4.89’

80° 22.76’





3


25° 4.07’

80° 23.46’





4


25° 3.83’

80° 22.95’

6.
Mosquito Bank S.E.
1


25° 3.39’

80° 22.94’





2


25° 4.18’

80° 22.06’





3


25° 4.33’

80° 22.24’





4


25° 3.47’

80° 23.06’

7.
Three Sisters

1


25° 2.84’

80° 23.72’





2


25° 2.36’

80° 24.16’





3


25° 2.09’

80° 23.7’





4


25° 2.53’

80° 23.34’

1.
Turtle Rocks

North


25° 18.6' 

80° 13.35' 





East


25° 18.05' 

80° 12.8' 





South


25° 16.49' 

80° 13.95' 





West


25° 16.95' 

80° 14.55' 

2.
Basin Hill N.

North


25° 14.6' 

80° 16.0' 





East


25° 14.42' 

80° 15.72' 





South


25° 14.00' 

80° 16.00' 





West


25° 14.25' 

80° 16.3' 

3.
Basin Hill E.

North


25° 14.34' 

80° 15.58' 





East


25° 14.1' 

80° 15.35' 





South


25° 13.62' 

80° 15.58' 





West


25° 13.82' 

80° 16.08' 

4.
Basin Hill S.

North


25° 13.95' 

80° 16.6' 





East


25° 13.42' 

80° 16.1' 





South


25° 12.4' 

80° 17.08' 





West


25° 12.75' 

80° 17.65' 

5.
Higdon’s Reef

North


25° 08.6' 

80° 18.74' 





East


25° 08.4' 

80° 18.55' 





South


25° 07.8' 

80° 19.2' 





West


25° 08.0' 

80° 19.36' 

6.
Cannon Patch

North


25° 06.95' 

80° 20.5'





East


25° 06.6' 

80° 20.15' 





South


25° 05.95' 

80° 20.7' 





West


25° 06.05' 

80° 21.75' 

7.
Mosquito Bank N.
North


25° 04.85' 

80° 23.00' 





East


25° 04.7' 

80° 22.2' 





South


25° 03.6' 

80° 23.05' 





West


25° 04.21' 

80° 23.40' 

8.
Mosquito Bank S.E.
North


25° 04.15' 

80° 22.3' 





East


25° 04.15' 

80° 22.1' 





South


25° 03.3' 

80° 22.9' 





West


25° 03.3' 

80° 23.1' 

9.
Three Sisters N.

North


25° 02.75' 

80° 23.75' 





East


25° 02.55' 

80° 23.3' 





South


25° 01.09' 

80° 24.05' 

10.
Three Sisters S.

North


25° 01.75' 

80° 23.78' 





South


25° 01.42' 

80° 24.1' 





West


25° 01.67' 

80° 24.4'
(b) through (d) no change.
 
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 6-1-94, Amended 10-4-95, Formerly 46-24.0065 Amended ____.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Jessica McCawley, Director, Division of Marine Fisheries Management, 620 S. Meridian St., Tallahassee, Florida 32399, and (850)487-0554.

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: August 13, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: July 2, 2025
