Notice of Variances and Waivers

DEPARTMENT OF THE LOTTERY
RULE NOS:
RULE TITLES

53ER23-20
Payment of Prizes

53ER23-50
$5,000,000 Triple Match

The Department of the Lottery hereby gives notice: On August 15, 2025, the Department entered a Final Order denying Axay Patel’s Petition for Variance or Waiver, which was received on June 10, 2025, of subsection (16) of Emergency Rule 53ER23-20 (Payment of Prizes) and subsections (11) and (12) of Emergency Rule 53ER23-50 ($5,000,000 Triple Match). Both Rules of the Florida Administrative Code. The above-cited rule sections require that a Lottery prize winner elect to take a single cash payment in lieu of yearly payments within 60 days of the date a Lottery ticket is validated. The Petitioner missed the 60-day deadline and sought a waiver of the requirement and permit him to obtain a single cash payment. The Department published its notice of receipt of the Petition in the June 23, 2025 edition of the Florida Administrative Register and has received no comments. The Petition was denied due to Petitioner’s failure to establish a substantial hardship or a violation of the principles of fairness, that is required under section 120.542(2), Florida Statutes.

A copy of the Order or additional information may be obtained by contacting: Lisa Swearengin, Agency Clerk, Department of the Lottery, Office of the General Counsel, 250 Marriott Drive, Tallahassee, Florida 32301
