Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Family Safety and Preservation Program
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
65C-28.009
Transition to Adulthood

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: Amend to add rule language regarding the Step into Success Workforce Education and Internship Pilot Program pursuant to Chapter Law 2023-255 and update rule language.

SUMMARY: Amendments include (1) adds the requirement for the completion of the Records and Resources Exchanged form, (2) language to clarify populations this rule addresses, (3) adds requirement for the step into success workforce education and internship pilot program, (4) updates the My Pathway to Success Plan, and (5) other clarifying language.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
A SERC has not been prepared.

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The Department used a checklist to conduct an economic analysis and determine if there is an adverse impact or regulatory costs associated with this rule that exceeds the criteria in section 120.541(2)(a), F.S. Based upon this analysis, the Department has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 39.012, 39.0121(13), 39.4091(4), 409.145(5), 409.1455(12), FS.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 39.4091, 39.6012(3)(c), 39.6035, 39.6251, 39.701, 409.145, 409.14515, 409.1455 FS.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Elizabeth Floyd. Elizabeth can be reached at Elizabeth.Floyd@myflfamilies.com or (850)488-2381.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

65C-28.009 Transition to Adulthood.
(1) Beginning at age 13, children and young adults in out-of-home care require additional support and coordination necessary to develop the skills to successfully transition to adulthood. The additional supports and coordination are typically provided through independent living services programs; however, most life skills will be developed through normal day to day activities in the child children and/or young adult’s adults natural living environments.
(a) Independent living services may also be referenced as transitional services. These types of services encompass a range of assistance categories, all geared toward preparing children and young adults for independence. The categories of programs and services to prepare for the transition to a successful adulthood include an independent living needs assessment, academic support, post-secondary educational support, career preparation, employment programs or vocational training, budget and financial management, housing education and home management training, health education and risk prevention, family support and healthy marriage education, mentoring and, when young adults are eligible supervised independent living, room and board financial assistance, education financial assistance, and other financial assistance.
(b) Children and young adults with physical, intellectual, emotional, or psychiatric conditions shall be provided with an equal opportunity to develop life skills and, if able eligible, participate in the continuum of independent living services.
(c) Community-based care (CBC) lead agencies (CBCs) must ensure children and young adults are assessed and provided with age and/or developmentally appropriate training opportunities to develop independent living skills. The CBCs shall provide a list of age-appropriate activities and responsibilities to the child and caregiver to assist with specific life skills. For older youth, the CBCs must make the youth aware of available independent living services, community resources, and how to apply for the services.
(d) Both independent living informal and formal needs assessments of life skill competency must be completed to determine the child’s or young adult’s strengths and needs.
1. No change.
2. Formal assessments are designed to take inventory of the child or young adult’s strengths and needs regarding independent living skills competency. The child welfare professional may utilize the child’s or young adult’s case records or other life skill assessment tools to conduct the assessment. 
a. No change. 
b. The outcome of the assessment shall be the basis of an individualized life skills plan that details the activities needed for a child’s or and young adult’s preparation to adulthood.
3. through 5. No change. 
(2) Beginning at age 14, children and young adults in out-of-home care require an evaluation of their consumer credit history annually to check for accuracy. 
(a) No change. 
(b) CBCs must ensure a copy of the results are is provided to the child or young adult.
(c) through (d) No change. 
(3) through (5) No change. 
(6) Beginning at age 17, children are to be provided with the records and resources listed in subparagraphs 39.701(3)(b)1.-15., F.S. At each Judicial Review hearing during the child’s 17th year, form CF-FSP 5426, (August 2025), “Records and Resources Exchanged”, incorporated by reference and available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18603, shall be attached to the judicial review social study report and filed with the court along with the most recent “My Pathway to Success Plan”, form CF-FSP 5425, (August 2025), incorporated by reference and available at http://flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-18604. A social study report that supports the exchange of the required records and resources must be filed with the court.
(7) through (8) No change. 
(9) Youth in out of home licensed care shall be provided the knowledge to learn the value and use of money through an allowance and opportunities for spending and saving. The concept of earning money and income should also be discussed with the youth. 
(a) No change. 
(b) Youth who have been determined to be of sufficient age and intellectual ability to manage their allowance shall have the following factors addressed in their “Placement Transition Plan”, CF-FSP 5466, (November 2022), incorporated by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14973 and under the financial plan section in the independent living “My Pathway Pathways to Success Plan”, CF-FSP 5425, (November 2022), incorporated by reference and available at http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-14974:
1. through 5. No change. 
(c) through (d) No change. 
(10) No change. 
(11) Requirements for the Step into Success Program are set forth in section 409.1455, F.S.
Rulemaking Authority 39.012, 39.0121(13), 39.4091(4), 409.145(5), 409.1455(12) FS. Law Implemented 39.4091, 39.6012(3)(c), 39.6035, 39.6251, 39.701, 409.145, 409.14515, 409.1455 FS. History–New 5-4-06, Amended 5-8-16, 7-29-19, 12-27-22, _________.
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