Notice of Proposed Rule

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Freshwater Fish and Wildlife
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES: 
68A-15.061
Specific Regulations for Wildlife Management Areas - Southwest Region

68A-15.062
Specific Regulations for Wildlife Management Areas - North Central Region

68A-15.063
Specific Regulations for Wildlife Management Areas - Northwest Region

68A-15.065
Specific Regulations for Wildlife Management Areas - Northeast Region

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: The purpose of the proposed rule amendment is to revise hunting and public access regulations during youth turkey hunts on select Wildlife Management Areas (WMAs) in the Southwest, North Central, Northwest, and Northeast Regions. The effect of the proposed rule amendment will be to maintain the current 2-day youth turkey hunt on Devil’s Hammock WMA and limit public access to hunters, and certain other users as needed, during youth turkey hunts on select WMAs throughout the state.

SUMMARY: The proposed rule amendments adjust current regulations as follows:

68A-15.061 (Specific Regulations for Wildlife Management Areas – Southwest Region):

Hilochee WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt or fishing on area lakes and ponds.

Hilochee, Osprey Unit WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt or fishing on area lakes and ponds.

Lower Hillsborough WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt.

Orange Hammock WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt.

68A-15.062 (Specific Regulations for Wildlife Management Areas – North Central Region):

Cypress Creek WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt or using a boat ramp or canoe launch to access the Suwannee River.

Devil’s Hammock WMA – establish that the youth turkey hunt will begin the second Saturday in March and close one day thereafter to avoid expanding to a 4-day youth turkey hunt; and limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt.

Little River WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt.

Log Landing WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt or using a boat ramp or canoe launch to access the Suwannee River.

Lower Econfina WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt or using a boat ramp or canoe launch to access the Econfina River.

Middle Aucilla WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt or using a boat ramp or canoe launch to access the Aucilla River.

Steinhatchee Springs WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt.

68A-15.063 (Specific Regulations for Wildlife Management Areas – Northwest Region):

Beaverdam Creek WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt or using a boat ramp or canoe launch to access the Apalachicola River.

Box-R WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt or using a boat ramp or canoe launch to access the Apalachicola and Jackson rivers.

Chipola River WMA, Altha Tract – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt or using a boat ramp or canoe launch to access the Chipola River.

Econfina Creek WMA, Cat Creek Area – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt.

Telogia Creek WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt.

68A-15.065 (Specific Regulations for Wildlife Management Areas – Northeast Region):

Caravelle Ranch WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt (held in the portion of the area lying south of the Cross Florida Barge Canal) to individuals participating in the hunt or through-hiking on the Florida Trail.

Half Moon WMA – limit public access during the youth turkey hunt to individuals participating in the hunt.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The nature of the rule and the preliminary analysis conducted to determine whether a SERC was required.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const.
LAW IMPLEMENTED: Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const.
IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Paul Scharine, Public Hunting Areas Program Coordinator, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600, (850)617-9487 or paul.scharine@myfwc.com

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

68A-15.061 Specific Regulations for Wildlife Management Areas – Southwest Region.
(1) through (9) No change.
(10) Hilochee Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (c) No change.
(d) General regulations:
1. through 10. No change.
11. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt or fishing on area lakes and ponds.
(11) through (14) No change.
(15) Hilochee Wildlife Management Area – Osprey Unit.

(a) through (c) No change.

(d) General regulations:

1. through 12. No change.

13. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt or fishing on area lakes and ponds.
(16) No change.
(17) Lower Hillsborough Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (c) No change.
(d) General regulations:
1. through 6. No change.
7. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt.
(18) through (19) No change.
(20) Orange Hammock Wildlife Management Area. 
(a) through (c) No change.
(d) General regulations:
1. through 10. No change.
11. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited individuals participating in the hunt.
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: September 30, 2025
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.2223, 375.313 FS. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.2223, 375.313 FS. History–New 6-21-82, Amended 7-1-83, 11-17-83, 7-5-84, 10-1-84, 7-1-85, 9-19-85, 5-7-86, 5-10-87, 6-8-87, 10-8-87, 5-1-88, 7-1-89, 7-1-90, 7-1-91, 7-2-91, 7-1-92, 8-23-92, 7-1-93, 7-1-94, 7-1-95, 7-1-96, 9-15-96, 6-1-97, 8-7-97, 7-1-98, 10-20-98, 12-28-98, 7-1-99, Formerly 39-15.061, Amended 12-9-99, 3-30-00, 7-1-00, 7-1-01, 5-13-02, 5-25-03, 7-1-04, 7-1-05, 7-1-06, 7-1-07, 7-1-08, 7-1-09, 7-1-10, 7-1-11, 7-1-12, 7-1-13, 7-1-14, 7-1-15, 7-1-16, 7-1-17, 9-14-17, 7-1-18, 8-9-18, 7-1-19, 7-1-20, 7-1-21, 7-1-22, 7-1-23, 10-11-2023, 7-1-24, 7-1-25, 9-30-25.
68A-15.062 Specific Regulations for Wildlife Management Areas – North Central Region. 
(1) No change.
(2) Cypress Creek Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (c) No change.
(d) General regulations:
1. through 5. No change.
6. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt or using a boat ramp or canoe launch to access the Suwannee River.
(3) through (24) No change.
(25) Devil’s Hammock Wildlife Management Area.
(a) Open season:
1. through 6. No change.
7. Youth turkey hunt – Opening the second Saturday in March and closing one day thereafter. During the youth turkey hunt established by Rule 68A-13.004, F.A.C.
8. through 10. No change.
(b) through (c) No change.
(d) General regulations:
1. through 7. No change.
8. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt.
(26) No change.
(27) Middle Aucilla Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (c) No change.
(d) General regulations:
1. through 7. No change.
8. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt or using a boat ramp or canoe launch to access the Aucilla River.
(28) Little River Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (c) No change.
(d) General regulations:
1. through 7. No change.
8. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt.
(29) through (31) No change.
(32) Steinhatchee Springs Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (c) No change. 
(d) General regulations:
1. through 12. No change.
13. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt.
(33) through (34) No change.
(35) Lower Econfina River Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (c) No change.
(d) General regulations:
1. through 9. No change.
10. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt or using a boat ramp or canoe launch to access the Econfina River.
(36) through (38) No change.
(39) Log Landing Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (c) No change.
(d) General regulations:
1. through 7. No change.
8. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt or using a boat ramp or canoe launch to access the Suwannee River.
(40) No change. 
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: September 30, 2025  
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 375.313 FS. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.2223, 375.313 FS. History–New 6-21-82, Amended 7-1-83, 11-17-83, 7-5-84, 7-1-85, 2-16-86, 5-7-86, 6-10-86, 11-27-86, 5-10-87, 5-1-88, 6-7-88, 7-1-89, 8-17-89, 7-1-90, 9-1-90, 7-1-91, 7-2-91, 7-1-92, 7-2-92, 8-23-92, 10-22-92, 7-1-93, 7-1-94, 2-9-95, 7-1-95, 7-1-96, 9-15-96, 6-1-97, 7-1-98, 7-2-98, 7-1-99, Formerly 39-15.062, Amended 12-9-99, 7-1-00, 7-1-01, 11-11-01, 6-2-02, 10-16-02, 5-25-03, 7-7-03, 9-29-03, 7-1-04, 8-1-04, 7-1-05, 8-1-05, 7-1-06, 7-2-06, 7-1-07, 7-5-07, 7-1-08, 7-1-09, 7-20-09, 7-1-10, 7-1-11, 7-1-12, 10-9-12, 7-1-13, 7-1-14, 8-26-14, 7-1-15, 7-29-15, 7-1-16, 7-1-17, 9-1-17, 7-1-18, 7-1-19, 7-1-20, 7-1-21, 7-1-22, 7-1-23, 7-1-24, 7-1-25, 9-30-25.
68A-15.063 Specific Regulations for Wildlife Management Areas – Northwest Region.
(1) through (18) No change.
(19) Chipola River Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (d) No change.
(e) General regulations:
1. through 6. No change.
7. During the youth turkey hunt in the Altha Tract, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt or using a boat ramp or canoe launch to access the Chipola River.
(20) No change.
(21) Econfina Creek Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (e) No change.
(f) General regulations:
1. through 17. No change.
18. During the youth turkey hunt in the Cat Creek Area, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt.
(22) Box-R Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (c) No change.
(d) General regulations:
1. through 11. No change.
12. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt or using a boat ramp or canoe launch to access the Apalachicola and Jackson rivers.
(23) through (26) No change.
(27) Beaverdam Creek Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (c) No change.
(d) General regulations:
1. through 8. No change.
9. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt or using a boat ramp or canoe launch to access the Apalachicola River.
(28) through (31) No change.
(32) Telogia Creek Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (c) No change.
(d) General regulations:
1. Public access is allowed year-round, except during the youth turkey hunt, when only those individuals participating in the hunt may access the area.
2. through 7. No change.
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: September 30, 2025
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.2223, 375.313 FS. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.2223, 375.313 FS. History–New 6-21-82, Amended 7-1-83, 7-5-84, 7-1-85, 5-7-86, 5-10-87, 6-8-87, 5-1-88, 7-1-89, 7-1-90, 9-1-90, 7-1-91, 9-1-91, 7-1-92, 7-2-92, 7-1-93, 3-1-94, 7-1-94, 7-1-95, 7-2-95, 8-15-95, 7-1-96, 7-2-96, 6-1-97, 12-3-97, 7-1-98, 7-2-98, 8-11-98, 7-1-99, Formerly 39-15.063, Amended 11-17-99, 7-1-00, 7-1-01, 7-22-01, 6-2-02, 5-1-03, 7-1-03, 7-1-04, 7-2-04, 8-1-04, 7-1-05, 7-1-06, 7-1-07, 7-1-08, 7-1-09, 7-20-09, 7-1-10, 7-1-11, 11-14-11, 7-1-12, 7-1-13, 7-1-14, 7-2-14, 11-2-14, 7-1-15, 7-29-15, 7-1-16, 7-1-17, 9-14-17, 7-1-18, 7-1-19, 7-1-20, 7-1-21, 7-1-22, 7-1-23, 7-1-24, 7-1-25, 9-30-25.
68A-15.065 Specific Regulations for Wildlife Management Areas – Northeast Region.
(1) through (13) No change.
(14) Half Moon Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (c) No change.
(d) General regulations:
1. through 7. No change.
8. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt.
(15) Caravelle Ranch Wildlife Management Area.
(a) through (c) No change.
(d) General regulations:
1. through 9. No change.
10. During the youth turkey hunt, public access is limited to individuals participating in the hunt or through-hiking on the Florida Trail.
(16) through (37) No change.
PROPOSED EFFECTIVE DATE: September 30, 2025
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 375.313 FS. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const., 379.2223, 375.313 FS. History–New 6-21-82, Amended 6-29-82, 7-1-83, 7-5-84, 10-1-84, 7-1-85, 5-7-86, 5-10-87, 5-1-88, 7-1-89, 12-19-89, 7-1-90, 7-1-91, 7-2-91, 7-2-92, 7-1-93, 7-1-94, 7-1-95, 7-1-96, 9-15-96, 6-1-97, 7-1-98, 7-2-98, 8-11-98, 12-28-98, 7-1-99, Formerly 39-15.065, Amended 12-20-99, 7-1-00, 12-26-00, 7-1-01, 6-2-02, 7-28-02, 5-1-03, 7-1-03, 10-12-03, 7-1-04, 7-1-05, 1-4-06, 7-1-06, 8-22-06, 7-1-07, 7-1-08, 7-1-09, 7-1-10, 7-1-11, 8-11-11, 7-1-12, 7-26-12, 7-1-13, 9-9-13, 7-1-14, 7-1-15, 7-29-15, 7-1-16, 7-1-17, 9-14-17, 7-1-18, 7-1-19, 8-19-19, 7-1-20, 7-1-21, 7-1-22, 7-1-23, 7-1-24, 7-1-25, 9-30-25.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Morgan Richardson, Director, Division of Hunting and Game Management, Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 620 South Meridian Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600.

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: August 13, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: August 25, 2025
