Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE: 
33-602.112
Inmate Death Notification Process

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: Provisions for the notification of the death of an inmate while in the custody of the Department.

SUMMARY: The proposed amendment reconciles the current rule with the recent amendment of section 406.12, Florida Statutes, which authorizes reporting an inmate death to a law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over the location as an alternative to reporting the death to the district medical examiner.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION: 
The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency. 
The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The Department used an itemized checklist to conduct an economic analysis and determine if there is an adverse impact or regulatory cost associated with this rule that exceeds the criteria. Upon review of the proposed changes to the rule, the Department has determined that the amendments will not exceed any one of the economic analysis criteria in a SERC as set forth in s. 120.541(2)(a), F.S.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 944.09(1)(a), (e), (r), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 406.12, 406.50, 406.53, 944.09, F.S.

IF REQUESTED WITHIN 21 DAYS OF THE DATE OF THIS NOTICE, A HEARING WILL BE SCHEDULED AND ANNOUNCED IN THE FAR.

THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Amy Matlock, Office of the General Counsel, FDC Rule Correspondence, (850)717-3605, 501 South Calhoun Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399, FDCRuleCorrespondence@fdc.myflorida.com.

THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

33-602.112 Inmate Death Notification Process.
(1) Notice of Death. Upon the death of an inmate while in the custody of the department:
(a) The institution shall immediately notify:
1. through 3. No change.
4. Victim Services in the Department’s central office;
5.4. No Change. 
6. The Office of the State Attorney in the judicial circuit(s) in which the inmate was sentenced to death;
7.5. No Change. 
8.6. The district medical examiner of the district in which the death occurred, or to a law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over the location, if the death appears to be the result of natural causes. 
(b) The Office of the Inspector General shall immediately notify:
1. No Change
2. The district medical examiner of the district in which the death occurred, or to a law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over the location, if the death occurred under suspicious circumstances or appears to be the result of unnatural causes; and
3. No Change
(2) through (3) No Change.
Rulemaking Authority 944.09 FS. Law Implemented 406.12, 406.50, 406.53, 944.09 FS. History–New 10-8-76, Amended 9-24-81, Formerly 33-3.09, Amended 6-2-88, 2-18-90, 2-12-97, Formerly 33-3.009, 33-401.301, Amended 3-25-02, 9-9-03, 2-15-06, 4-23-20, ___________.
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Hope Gartman, Assistant Deputy Secretary of Institutions

NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Ricky D. Dixon, Secretary

DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: August 4, 2025

DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: February 7, 2025
