Notice of Change/Withdrawal

FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
Marine Fisheries
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

68B-7.008
Spatial Gear and Harvest Limitations

NOTICE OF CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the following changes have been made to the proposed rule in accordance with subparagraph 120.54(3)(d)1., F.S., published in Vol. 51 No. 137, July 16, 2025 issue of the Florida Administrative Register.
68B-7.008 Spatial Gear and Harvest Limitations.
(1) through (4) No Change. 
(5) Bonefish Seasonal Closed Area – 
(a) No Change.
(b) Fishing with hook-and-line gear and the simultaneous possession of fish are and hook-and-line gear is prohibited within the Bonefish Seasonal Closed Area, described in paragraph (a), from March November 1 through May 31 each year. However, fish or fishing gear may be possessed aboard a vessel with hook-and-line gear, provided such vessel is in continuous transit through the Bonefish Seasonal Closed Area, fishing and hook-and-line gear is appropriately stowed, and fish are stowed in a cabin, locker, or similar storage area prior to entering and during transit through the Bonefish Seasonal Closed Area. For the purposes of this subsection, appropriately stowed means hooks cannot be baited, and spear shafts shall not be inserted into any spearing device. All and all hook-and-line gear, spearing equipment, nets, and other harvesting equipment must be secured in a manner that makes their immediate use impracticable. 
(c) The prohibitions described in paragraph (b) shall only remain in effect through February 28, 2031 October 31, 2030. However, the Commission shall review the seasonal closure prior to that date and determine whether repeal is appropriate or if the closure should be renewed or modified. 
Rulemaking Authority Art. IV. Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV. Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-20, Amended 4-1-23,_______.
